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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 



PRINCE GEORGE. 



Mo] k tUtfi YOUR ROyAl HIGHNESS 

TO grant an early proteiMon to Morali- 
ty and Virtue, by a favoiuable re- 
ception of the following Aphorisms, collected 
from the greateft Philosophers, Princes 
and Heroes of antient and modem ftory, 
who, if living, would be glad to have their 
fentiments confirm'd by Your fature Choice, 
and illuftrated by Your future Example. 

Your Birth, Sir, calls upon you to puifue 
the lame courfc of Jdstice, Piety, and 
Truth, which they purfued : The advan- 
ti^ sf 4n Education fuitable to that Birth, 
under the immediate eye of your Royal Pa- 
rents, 
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RENTS, will render the taflc eafy .• The pre- 
fent Age will exult in the Advances you 
make : The fame Virtues, which conftitute 
your own Gloiy and Happinefs, will prove 
the Admiration of Pofterity: And, that, in the 
Fulnefi of Time, YourRoyal Highness may 
be numbered among the greateft, wifeft and 
moft honoured of our Pkinces, is the con- 
ftant Prayer of 



YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESSj 
Moji Devoted, and 
Moft Obedient 

Humble Servant, 

Charles Palmer, 
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THE 

PREFACE. 

T^m far from pretending to vindicate thit Mif- 
cellany of hvnotiius from all objeSlion, tho 
mofi of the Authors, from whom they are t alien, 
have already fecured to themfehes fuch a repu- 
tation, as time will rather improve, than impair. 
I expeB to he charged with injuftice, in not 
affixing the author s name to each y^phorifm, 8cc. 
He reafon of this omtfjion is, they were original- 
ly colleEted for a private, and not a public ufe ; 
defigning them for the perufal only of my awn fa- 
mily, I was lefs folicitous about that exaSlnefs, 
which would, without doubt, have procured them a 
more favourable reception from my friends.- Be- 
fdes, to many of thefe Maxims it would be diffi- 
cult to affign any particular author ; for meet- 
ing with the fame fenfe differently exprejfed by 
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•The PREFACE. 
different •writers, I hove often tolen the liter ty 
to gather from each what I liked befl, and form 
them into one. 

This ColleSlion may he further lAjeSled to, as 
confufed, not ieing regularly digefled under proper 
heads. To remedy this inconvenience was, in every 
attempt, found impraBicaile; and if it be a fault, 
it is certainly fuch a one as arifes not from any 
negleEl of the compiler, hut the nature of his 
performance, inwhich the diverfity offubjeSls is al- 
mofl equal to the variety of Aphorifms. It is there- 
fore fuhmitted to the candor of the reader, whe- 
ther that which is thought afujicient reafonfor the 
public appearance of this work, the ufe and appli- 
cation of moral and prudential Maxims, may 
not be allowed to compenfate for the want of order 
and method. 
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COLLECTION 

OF SELECT 

APHORISMS 

AND 

M. A X I MS, &'c: 

. I. * H «HE iiril ftep a man makes in ihe world 

.1 generally determines all the reft; and is 

■ . the foundation of his reputation, as well 

-^^ as the beft prefege of his future fortune. 

From the iirft meafures he takes, men of 

experience: will. tell you, whether he will fucceed or no j 

it is tfacrefpre. highly impcMtant to take this ftep with a great 

deal of .caution, and to fignaltze his entry by fomething 

glorious and great. 

2. There are but two things that can reafbnably defcrve 
the Care of a Wife man ; the firft is the Study of Virtue : 
which makes him honeft ; the fecond the ufe of Life, 
which makes him content. 

3. Every man has fomething good in his compofition, 
which may be much improved by cultivation and dili- 
gence ; the generality of ipen force their genius, and lofc 
the race by endeavouring to run beyond the poft. 

4. A certain term is required to bring great defigns to ma- 

B turity j 
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turity ; thofe that can ftay fo long, are commonly paid 

with intereft for their PatienCe. Precipitation often ruins 

the beft laid deligne, whereas Patience ripens the moft 

difficult. 

5. We want as much Moderation not to be corrupted 
with our good fortunci as Patience not to be deje^ed with 
our bad, 

6. A wife Retreat is no lefs glorious than a courageous 
Attack ; and it is the character of a confummate merit to 
be able to live in a retreat with honour, after one has 
lived in publtck with fplendctf'. 

7. Rambling wits ought to be indulged, becaufC} by their 
conjetSures on all fubjefts, they have in every age ferther 
enrich'd the world, than folider underftandmgs : Plurali- 
ty of parts, without order, has a more ftrong operation, 
becaufe it has a feeming infinity, and fo hinders com- 
prehenfion. 

8. The beft way for a man to prefcrve his Reputation, 
is ftill to bring fomething new and fuiprifing upon the 
ftage, to provide frefli matter for the general adnuration. 
A wife man fliould not fuffcr the depth of his capacity to 
be founded, if he would always keep up his diarader ; 
but fliould behave himfelf fo, as never to difcovo- all he 
knows, that no man may be able to affign limits to his 
knowledge ; for let a man be ever fo learned, the idea we 
have of him, when we know him bat by halves, is much 
greater than that we fliall have of him, when we are tho- 
roughly acquainted with him. 

9. Clearneis b the rule of fpcakmg, as iincerity is the 

rule 
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APHORISMS and MAXII^S. 3 
mie of thinking. Too bright fkllies of Wit, like fla£hei 
of lightning, rather dazzle than illuminate. 

10. To a man of virtue and refolutton all things area- 
like ; he values not the changes of fortune, any more 
than he does the changes of the moon. 

1 i . Leffons and precepts ought to be gilt and fwectned, 
as we do pills and potions, fo as to take off the difguft of 
the remedy j for it holds both in ijirtue and in bealtbt that 
we love to be inftnufted, as well as phyfick'd with pleajure, 

12. Nothing makes a deeper impreffion upon the minds 
of children, or comes more lively to their underftanding, 
than thofe inftruftive notices, that are convey'd to them 
by glances, inlinuations and furprize, and under the co- 
ver of fome allegory and riddle : Naked leffons and pre- 
cepts have nothing the force that images and parables have 
Upon our aupde and a^dtions. Befjdes, that the very ilu- 
dy to unriddle a mydery, furnilhes the memcM-y with more 
tokens to remember it by. 

13. Natuj-e is fometimes fo perverfe, that all the goyer- 
jK>rs in the univerfe ihall never make this youth a com- 
■pleat gentleman ; othecs again are of fo du^le a difpoH- 
^on, that they learn every perfeftion without a maAer ; 
and thefe are without doubt the moft accompliih'd perfons. 

14. The foundations of knowledge and virtue are laid in 
our childhood, and without an early care and attention, 
we are as good as loA in our very cradles ; for the princi- 
ples that we imbibe in our youth, we carry commonly to 
our graves, and it is the education that makes the man. 
To fpeak all in a few words, children are but blank pa- 
per, ready indifferently for any imprcfEon, good or bad, 

B 2 (for 
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(for they take all upon credit) and it is much in the power 
of the firll comer to write faint or. devil upon it, which 
of the two he pleafes j fo that one ftep out of the way 
in the Inflitution, is enough to poifon the peace and the 
reputation of a whole life. 

15. Good Example is an unfpeakable benefit to man- 
kind, and has a fccret power and influence upon thofc with 
whom we converfc, to form them into the fame difpofi- 
tion and manners ; it is a living rule, that teaches men 
without trouble, and lets them fee their faults without o- 
pen reproof and upbraiding. Befides, that it adds great 
weight to a man's counfel, when we fee that he advifes 
nothing but what he does, nor exa^s any thing from o- 
thers, from which he himfelf defires to be excufed. As, 
on the contrary, nothing is more cold and infignificant 
from a bad man, one that does not obey his own pre- 
cepts, nor follow the advice which he is fo forward to give 
to others. 

16. Nothing is of fo much moment to a Prince as Re- 
putation, and none more than that of being a religious ob- 
ferver of his word and promife j but efpecially of his 
Oaths, without which he could never be tnifted by his 
Subjefts or neighbours. 

17. No condition of human life is ever pcrfeftly fecure, 
nor any force of greatnefs, or of prudence, beyond the 
reach of envy, and the blows of fortune. Princes, as well 
as private men, are often in moil danger, at thofe times, 
and in thofc parts, they think themfelves iafeft ; as ftrong 
towers are fometimes taken on thofe fides that are thought 
impregnable, and fo left undefended, or little regarded. 

1 8. A Prince 
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APHORISMS and MAXIMS. 5 

18. A Prince may be familiar with his Subjeds, with- 
out derogating from his majcfty, but not fupercilious with- 
out danger. 

19. The infelicities of fome Princes may be occafioned 
only by ill timing their counfels, when to attempt and 
when to defift, in the jufteft endeavours; and the great- 
nefs of others may be prefcrvcd by unforefeen accidents, 
where the greatell reach of forefight and condud: might 
have iailed. 

20. When a Prince fiiils Jn point of honour and com- 
mon jt^ice^ it is enough to ft^ger his people in their ya/'/A 
and allegiance. 

21. Example works a great deal more than Precept; 
for words without praftice, are but counfcls without effed. 
When we do as we fay, 'tis a confirmation of the rule : 
But when our lives and doftrines do not agree, it looks as 
if the leHbn were either too hard for us, or the advice not 
worth the while to follow. We Ihould fee to mend our 
own manners, before we meddle to reform our neigh- 
bours { and not condemn others for what we do ourfelves. 

22. The words and adions of our Superiors have the 
authority and force of a Recommendation : So that it is 
morally impoflible to have a fober people under a mad 
government. For where lewdnefs is the way to prefer- 
ment, men are wicked by intereft, as well as by inclination. 

23. Nothing Is of fo infedious and peftilent a nature 
as example ; and no man does an exceeding good, or very 
ill thing, but it produces others of the fame kind. We 
imitate the good out of emulation^ and the bad out of our 
natural corruption and malignity ^ which being confin'd 

and 
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and kept ap clofe hyjbame^ is unlocked and let loofe by 

elKampU. 

24. Conceitedners and ignorance are a moft unhapj^ 
composition ; for none are fo invincible as the half-witted, 
■who know juft enough to excite their pride, but not fo 
much as to core then* ignorance. 

2 5 . We fcarce find in any hiftory a Deferter of a truft or 
party he once adher'd to, to be long pro(perous, or in any 
eminent eftimation with thofe to whom he revolts, the' 
in the change there may appear evident uguments of rea- 
fon and jufHce ; neither has it been in the power or pre- 
rogative of any human authority to preferve fuch men 
ii-om the reproach, jealoufy and fcandal, that naturally 
attend on any defeftion. 

26. Let no price or promifes bribe thee to take part with 
the enemies of thy Prince j ii^dipevcr wins, thou art loft ; 
if thy prince profpcr, thou art proclaim'd a rebel, and 
mull expcft the confequence : If the enemy prevail, thoa 
art reckon'd but a meritorious traytor : though he may 
like and love thy treafon, yet he will hate and defpife thee, 

27. Demean thyfelf in the prcfcncc of thy prince with 
reverence and chearfiilneft : let thy wifdom gain his o- 
pinion ; thy loyalty, his confidence j be not felfc or un- 
juft in thy words or aftions j unreafonaHe or carelefs in 
thy fuits or ferviccs j crofs not his paffion, queftion not his 
pleafore, prefs not into his fecrets, neither pry iiito his 
prerogative. 

28. Upon the well being of the Prince depends the 
fafety of the People. A gracious Prince is fure of being 
the darling of his Sobje^. 

29. Where 
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29. Where pum(hment is neceflary, let it be moderate. 

30. Cuftom is a great matter» either in good or ill. 

31. We ihould chock our p^om hetimet^ as Involuntary 
motiom are invincible. 

32. We are divided in ourfelves, and confound good 
and evil. We are moved at the novelty of things, for 
want of underftanding the reafoa of them. 

33. Everyman is the artificer of his own fortune. 

34. Flattery is dangerous, though in feme cafes a man 
may be allowed to commend himfelf. 

35. Hope and Fear are the bane of human life. 

36. It is according to the true or &lfe eftimate of things^ 
that we are happy or miferable. 

37. Temperance and modenation are great blefltngs. 

38 . Conftancy of mind gives a man reputation^ and makes 
him happy in deipite of all misfortunes. 

39. Our happinefi depends, in a great meafurej upon 
the choice of our company. 

40. He that would be happy, muft take an account of 
■ius time. 

41. Happy is the man that may chuie Hs own bufineis. 

42. Anger is againft nature, and only to be found in men. 

43. Anger is a fliort madnefs, and a deformed vice, 
and is neither warrantable nor ufeful. 

44. Pardon all where there is either fign of repentance, 
or hopes of amendment. 

45. The &me conceit makes us merry in private, and 
angry in publick. 

46. Some jeAs will never be forgiven. 

47. Patience fofieos wnith. 

48. Thofc 
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48. Thofe injuries go neareft us, that we neither de-; 
ferved nor expefted. 

49. Whoever does an injury is liable to fuffer one. 

50. Take nothing ill from another man, till you have 
made it your own cafe, 

51. Some things cannot hurt us, and others will not. 

52. He that threatens all, fears all. 

53i A tyrannical government is a perpetual ftate of war. 

54. Clemency is profitable for all ; does well in private 
perfons, but it is more beneficial in princes. 

^^. Mercy is the intereft both of prince and people, 
and gives pleafing refiedioos to a merciiiil prince. 

56. Mifchicfe contcmn'd lofe their force. As the wind 
kindles a torch inAead of ■ extinguiOung it, fo &lie re- 
ports redouble the luftre of virtue. 

^y. Good intentions will never juftify evil aiftions j nor 
will a good a^ion ever jufiify an ill intention ; bcAh muft 
be good, or neither will be acceptable. 

58. Never fuffer your courage to exert itfelf in fierce- 
nefs, your rcfolution in obftinacy, your wifdom in cun- 
ning, nor your patience in fullennefs and defpair. - 

59. If you refolvc to pleafe, never fpeak to gratiiy any 
particular vanity or paflion of your own, but always witn 
a defign either to divert or inform the company : a man 
who only aims at one of tiiefe, is always eafy in his dif- 
courfe ; he is never out of humour at being interrupted, 
becaufe he confiders, that thofe who hear hixn, are the 
beft judges, whether what he was faying, coiild either di- 
vert or inform them. 

60. It is an unpardonable incivility to interrupt a perfon 

that 
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diattdls a ftory ; it is moch better to let him &il in Tome 
circumftance of the hiftory, than to rei3ify him if he 
a(ks not our advice, or to fignify we know long before 
the neW6 he vrould acquaint us with. To what purpofe 
& k to refiiie a man die plcafure of believing he inform^ 
€d us of fomediing we were ignorant of before ? 

6i. Admiration is the moil pleating paflion that can 
rile in the mind of man. 

62. We may judge of men by their converiation to- 
wards God, but never by God's difpenfadon towards them» 

63. The law and gofpel, like bond and acquittance, 
both mention the debt, but to different purpofes ; the one 
to oblige payment, the other to free from it. 

64. All that one can reafonably demand of tickl6 per>- 
fons, k ingenuoufly to acknowledge their levity, and not 
to add treachery to inconilancy. 

65. Study is the moft folid nouridunent <^ the mind^ 
and the fource of its moft noble acquifitions. Study in- 
creafes our natural talent, but it is converfation tl»t fett 
it on work, and refines it. 

66. If men could but know the happinefs of adhering 
to the true religion, the voluptuous might there fcek and 
find everlafting pleafures, the covetous man durable and 
evcriafting wealth, the ambitious man glory enough to 
entertain his large and moft extended detires. 

67. Cloath yourfcif below your cftatc, that you may 
thrive the better ; your wife above it, that you may live 
peaceably ; and your children equal with it, that you may 
marry them the fooner. 

C 68. To 
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68. To mifcany in great and glorious attempts, is no 
reproach. 

69. A noble Simplicity, when properly ufed, makes 
more impreHion than tropes and figures: a fierce and 
.warlike eloquence fucceeds better with a violent and haAy 
man> than an eloquence fiiU of infinuatlon, and wholly 
padietick. 

70. A man who always adls in the feverity of wifdom, 
or haughtinefs of (Quality, feems to move in a perfonated 
part i it look^ too conftrained and theatrical, for a man 
to be always in the chara<fter which dillinguifhes him from 
others : befides, the flacknefs and unbending the mind, on 
fome occafions, makes it exert itfelf with greater alacrity^ 
when it returns to its proper and natural ftate. 

71. It is obferved, fometimes, that men upon the hour 
of their departure fpeak and reafon above themfelvcs j 
for then the foul, beginning to be fi'ee from the ligaments 
of the body, begins to reafon like berfelf, and to dii^ 
courfe in a flrain above mortality } for fouls juft quitting 
life, doubtle^, have a gUmpfe of eternity. 

72. It is a fign of a fublime genius, not to be over 
eager to difplay your wit, but to talk of trifles with mean 
people, and fo to proportion yourfelf to the humours and 
charaflcrs of thofe you ccnvcrfe with, as to let them 
think themfelves upon a level with you ; nothing can be 
more pleafing, they are charm'd with you, and them- 
felves, when they fee this equality, which infinitely gra- 
tifies their felf-Iove. It requires a great deal of fenfe to 
be able to make thefe condefcending felf-denials, and a 

vaft 
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Taft Aock of modefty not to dciire to outfhine others 
when we can, and make a ihow of our beA talents. 

73. No Village fo ignoWe, no fervitude fo miferable, 
as that of vice : mines uid gallics, mills and dungeons, ' 
are words of cafe to the fervice of iin j therefore the 
bringing finners to repentance, is fo noble, fo tempting 
a defign, that it drew even God himfelf from heaven to 
profccute it. ' 

74. A comfortable old age is the reward of a well 
i^nt youth -, therefore, inftead of its introducing dHinal 
and melancholy profpefls of decay, it fhould give us 
hopes of an eternal youth, in a better world ; but to think 
of pleaiing, when the feafon of agreeableneis is paft, is 
want of difcretion ; merit of pleaiing belongs only to 
youth. Frequent di&ppointments of this kind fhould dire&> 
a diicreet perfon to retire in time £'om the gaieties of life,- 
it beii^ as proper for fuch to do fo, as it is for the young, 
the brifk, the gay, to produce themfelves in the world ; 
men are to be pitied, who are fond of the world when 
it is weary of them, 

75. In court we fee good will is Ipoken with great 
warmth. 111 will covered with great civility. Men are 
long in dnlides to thofe they hate, and fhort in expref- 
fions of kindnels to thofe ^ey love. 

y6. Ignorance is the mother of error, and &ther of 
impudence. 

77. He that will not hear the admonition of a friend, 
deferves to feel the correftion of an enemy. 

78. There is great difference betwixt a life of virtue^ 
and ;t life of pkafure. 

Ca 79- We 
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79. We abuie God's bUJfingiy and turn them iato ndf^ 
chiefs. , 

80. Death is the^/Mif things which way foerer it comcs^ 
only we are more moved by accitkitis that we are not 
uied to. 

81. A wife aod good man u proof ag^isft alt accidenis 
of &te. 

82. A wife man flands firm in all extremities;, and bc«» 
the k)t of his humanity with a divine temper. 

83.. He' that pa&a a ientcnce hafi%, looks as if he did^ 
it wttiinglty > and then dkre h an injoibce in the e3K;e&. 
814^ There can be no peace in human ]a&^ withoA the 
contempt of all erents. 

85. A wann heart require* a cool head. Conn^ vriib- 
out CQcduft, is like fimcy withcufi jvdgnMSt, all £uiy. 
and no ballaft. 

86. A man of viiitue is an honour ta his coantry, a. 
gl<»ry to tuimanity, a &tisfa£lion to lumfelf, and a bene- 
&&0C to the whob: world : be is rich withtHit oppreffion' 
or dilhonefly, charitable without oAeiUation,^ coufteous. 
without deceit, and brave without vice. 

87. What madnefa. is it for a man tn ftarve him&tf to 
enrich hia heir, and fo turn a friend inio aa enemy! 6x 
his joy at your death will be proportioned to what you. 
leave him. 

88. The contempt of death makes all the mifertes of 
life eafy to us. 

89. Poverty to a wife man ic rather a bleHuig than a 
misfortune. 

90. It is St Augujline'i obfcrvation of Seneca^ thiit this 

illuf- 
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ilufhious fenator wodhippcd what he reproTed,3^cd what 
he diHiked, and adored what he condemned. 

91. Human happinefs is founded upon wifdom and 
wrtue. 

92. There can be no happuieis without vlttuer 

93. Philofbpky is the guide of life.. 

94. No felicity like peace of conicienee. 

^y A good man can never be miierablct nor a widted: 
man happy. 

96. The due contemplation of divine providence is the 
certain euie of all' nusfortunes. 

97. He that iets up his reft upon conting,encie8, (hair 
never be at quiet. 

98. A ienfual life i» a mi&rable liife. 

99. Avarice and ambition are ii^atiat^ and reftle^, 

100. The arigijud of all men is the lame } and virtue' 
is the only nobility. 

loi. The two blefCngs of life are, z found body, and 
a quiet mindi, 

102. Man is compoanded of foul and hdy, and has na- 
turally a civU war within bimfelf. 

103. As the vexations which men receive from their 
children haAen the approach of age, and double the force 
of years ; fe the comforts which they reap from them,- 
are balm to all other forrows, and difappoint the injuries 
of time. Parents repeat their lives in their offspring, and 
their concern for them is fo near, that they feel all fuf- 
ferings, and tafte all enjoyments, as much as if they re- 
garded their own proper perfons, 

104. Mod men are ambitious to ape, if not exceed,. 

their. 
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their fuperiOTS in wealth and vanity j diey can give them 
contentedly the preference in virtue, and let them prac- 
tife it vrithout emulation. 

105. Lord Chief Juftice Hale obferved that, according 
tcf his care in obferving the Lord's day, he cooomonly 
proipered in his undertakings the Week following. 

106. There is Ao virtue, the honour whereof gets a man 
more envy, than that of juftice, becaufe it procures great 
authority among the common people ; they only revere 
the valiant, and admire the wife, while they truly love 
juft men } for in theie have they intire trull and confi-* 
dence, but of the former, they always fear one, and 
miftruft the other. They look on valour, as a certain na- 
tural ferment of the mind, and wifdom as the efle£t of a 
fine conftitution \ but a man has it in his power to be juft, 
and that Is the reafon it is fo diihonourable to be otherwife, 
as Waller handfomely expreiles it thus : 

Of all the virtues Jufiice is the bejl^ 
Valour 'without it is a common pejl ; 
Pirates and thieves^ too oft with courage grec'd^ 
Shew us bow ill that virtue may be plac'd-j 
'Tis our complexion makes us cha^e and brave, 
yujlicefrom reafon and from heaven we have ; 
^l other virtues dwell but in the blood, 
7bat in the foul, and gives the name of good. 

107. It is not lefs cowardly to fpeak ill of the dead, tlan 
it would be to kill an enemy incapable of making his own 
defence. 

108. Fro- 
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108. Pronunciation is the life and foul of eloquence} 
and it is of fuch peculiar importance, that none can neg- 
lect it widiout abandoning its greateft ilrength and beauty^ 
and that which contributes fo largely to its force, and 
compofes moft of the graces that belong to it. The art 
of Oratory is never fo great and potent by the things that 
are faid, as by the manner of ikying of them ; its leading^ 
excellence confiils in the delivery, and by this it maintains 
its empire over the hearts of men. 

109. Nobility of foul, and greatnefs of underAanding, 
are not con6n'd to any rank or quality. 

1 10. It is a kind of cowardice not to defend an opinion 
when we think it juft, but we diould modeftly propofe 
our reafons, that they who yield to us may do it undis- 
turbed, 

111. If you would be fi-ce from iin, fly temptation 3 he that 
does not endeavour to avoid the one, cannot cxpedt pro- 
vidence to defend him from the other. If the firft fparks 
of ill were quenched, there would be no flame ; for how 
can he kill, who dares not be angry } or be an adulterer 
in aft, that does not tranfgrels in defire ? How can he be 
peijured, that fears an oath ; or he defraud, that does not 
allow himfelf to covet? 

112. True wit coniifts in retrenching all ufele^ dif- 
courfe, and in faying a great deal in a few words. 

113. Love labour ; if you do not want it for food, you 
may for phyfick. 

114. Inordinate love is the forerunner of exceflive 
forrow. 

i;5. He who ipends moft of his time in vain fports 

and 
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and ncicattanG, is like him «fao& garments are all made 

of fringes, and his diet nothing but faace. 

1 16. Vain wiihes ferw tmly to panith us by the in- 
<|uietude6 they caufe in us ; it k aduaUy to lead an un- 
•quiet ItfCj to be happy only in hopes. 

1 17. The coining in of people fucceffively after diviine 
fervice has begun, diftrat^ ^ minds both of the miniAer 
and lus audience ; it Hiews ne^igence in du^ that do i^ 
and gives offence to them that fee it. 

1 18. A man cannot be agreeable, and good company, 
iinleis he be able to think nicely, and readUy lay up all 
that is faid in converfation, which he can never do, un- 
lefs he has a good fund of wit, a £iitbful memory, and 
an imagination fuitable. It is requififie likewife to be a 
mafter of one's own mother tongue, and know all the 
niceties, beauties, and deltcaciec of it; without this, 
though our thoughts were the beft in the world, we can- 
not exped they fhould pleafe. 

119. It is ob&rvable that daring and uodeitaking fel- 
lows have ever been the darlings of the populace, who are 
fo credulous as to take roen's characters even from tSiem- 
ielves, and believe pretenders in every art to be really what 
they profefs : Bold ignorance pafics upon the multitude for 
fenfe ; confident luiaves live upon credulous fods. 

120.. Unlawful love being an unmannerly gueft, we 
£hould guard agaiofl it, because \ve know not how late in 
the evening of life it may intrude for lodging. 

121. Tranquillity, unlefs we look for it in God, is not 
to be had ; it is he alone that can give it us ; as £bon as 
you fix your eyes upon him, you will defpife every thing 

you 
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you have feen before ; from that very moment you begin- 
to love him, you will forget everything you loved before; 
and at the fame time your defires are direfled towards 
him, you will renounce all the pretenfions you ever had 
to any thing in this world. 

122. Health more to be defired than life is a truth not 
contradidled by that maxim, 'The end is better than the 
means ; for I hold not health to be fubordinate to life» 
but iiie to health ; being is the mcans^ and well-being 
is the end. 

123. Were men as jealous of God's honour, as they pre- 
tend to be of their own, they would foon fee the folly; 
and madnefs of their wild pcrfuits of revenge, aid learn 
to forgive as they expeift to be forgiven. 

- 1 24. He who has lived one day has lived a thoufaud ; 
Aiil the fame fun, the fame e^th, the fame world, the 
fame enjoyments ; nothing more like this day than to- 
morrow : death only would be new to us, which is but 
the exchange of this bodily ftate for one that is al! fpiritual. 
But oian, tho' fo greedy of novelties, h:is no curiofity for 
this ; tho' unfcttled in his mind, and ftill growing weary 
of whatever he enjoys, yet never thinks his life too Iong». 
and would perhaps confent to live for ever ; what he fees 
of death makes a deeper ImprefTion on his mind, than 
what he knows of it j the fear of pain and ficknefs, thq 
horror of the grave, makes hjfn lofe the defire of know- 
ing another world ; and the ftrongeft motives of religion 
can but juil bring him to receive his doom with fiib- 
miflion. 

J 25. Could men but make due refledions, that as their 
D wealth 
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^ealtli and riches may Incrcafc every day, fo their ienfetf 
which enjoy them decreafe continually, the confideratiori 
would make them lefs covetous, and lels ambitious. 

126. Nothing is {q apt to harden people in their dif- 
orderly courfes, as to fee the fame pradtifed in others } cer- 
tain aftions, which appear abominable to us in our foU- 
fude, look with a quite different face when we fee then* 
commonly done. 

1 27. The knowledge of our being we have by intuition^ 
the exiftence of a God, reafon clearly mates known to- 
tts. No esuftencc of any thing, only of God^ can cer- 
tainly be known, fhrther than our fcnfc informs us. 

128. Liberty unfeafonably obtained is c<»nmonly intem- 
perately ufed. 

129. Induftrious wifdom often prevents what lazy folly 
thinks inevitable. Induftry argues an ingenuous, great,, 
and generous difpofition of foul, by unweariedly pcrfuing 
things in the faireft light, and difdaining to enjoy the fruit 
of other men's labours wlahout deferving it. 

130. Knowledge foftened with complacency, and a 
yielding fweetnefs of temper, make a man equally beloved 
and admired by all the world that knows him ; but join'd 
with a fevere, morofe, and alTpming behaviour, makes 
him not only fliunned, and feared, but mortally hated by 
every creature. 

131. Emulation is a noble paffion j it is enterprizing,- 
but yet juft ; for it keeps a man within the terms of ho- 
nour, and makes his conquefts for glory both fair and ge- 
nerous ; becaufe it ftrives to excel, only by raifing itfelf^ 
and not by deprefling another. 

132. The 
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132. The refemblaDce of truth is the u^noft liipit o^ 
pqetick licence. Beyond the ai^ual works of nature ^ 
{Ktet vciXf .go, but not beyond th? cooceived pq^bitity 
of it 

133. There is not any benefit ever fo great or glo- 
rious in itfelf, but it may be exceedingly fweetn^ and 
improved by the manner of conferring it. 

134. It is laid that when Ariftotie faw the books of 
Mofes, he con;iniended them for fuch a majcftick ilile as 
might well become a God ; but withal faid> tlut way of 
writing was not £t for a philofopher, becaufe there was 
nothing proved, but matt^ were delivered as if they 
would rather command than perfuade belief. 

135. To pretend to have the world in contempt when 
we have none of it in poffeffion, and to talk fcornfully of 
it before we know what it is, proceeds rather from,Uttle 
breeding, and lefs manners, than true magnaoimi^ and 
greatnefs of ibul. 

1.36. The preccptsand admonitions of avprygopd.qian 
ihave in them a great pQwer <>( pgrfuaOop, and are. apt tp 
ipove ftrongly, and fo infl^qie others to go and ^o like- 
wife : but the good inftruc^ions of a bad man ^re lan- 
guid and.&int, and of very little force, becaufe ,thejr give 
po jheart or encouragement to follow that counfel which 
tljcyfee he that gives it, does not, think fit to takehimfelf. 

137. Thofe women who, by reafon and virtue, have 
acquired a firpinefs and fplidity of foul, are as furc re- 
politories qf a fecret as the moft mafculipe confident; 
fuch therefore fhould be cleared of the general accufa- 
tion, their example Hiews the reft that nature has put 
D 2 them 
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them under no fatal neceility of being thus impotent. A 
fccret is no fueh unruly thing, but it may be kept in ; 
they may take the wife man's word for it : If thou haft 
heard a word let it die with thee, and be bold It will not 
burft thee. 

138. I know no duty in religion more generally agreed 
on, nor more juftly required by God, than a perfect fub- 
minion to his will in all things ; nor do I think any difpo- 
fition of mind can either pleafe him more, or become us 
better, than that of being (atisfied with all he gives, and 
content with all he takes away. None, I am fure, can 
be of more honour to God, nor of mn'e eafe to our- 
ielves ; for if we confider him as our mak-er, we dare not 
contend with him ; if as our fether, we ought not to mif- 
Cruft him ; fo that we may be confident that whatever he 
does, is intended for our good, and whatever happens 
that we interpret otherwife, yet we can get nothing by 
repining, nor fave any thing by rcfifting, 

139. He who lies under the dominion of any one vice^ 
mull expert the common eiFet^ of it. If lazy, to be 
poor ; if iBtemperate^ to be difeafed j if luxurious, to die 
betimes. 

140. If actions derive their guilt or piety from our in- 
tentions, then the meaneft foul may be a hero in religion : 
there can be no bounds fet to holy meanings ; my anions 
may be confined and fettered by impoffibilJties, but my 
intentions are firee as angels. After the refurredtion, to all 
eternity, is time enough to reward pious aiSionsj but 
therefore that, between death and judgment, the holy foul 
fhall be fully rewarded for all good intentions : as it did 
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•Aen do its part in piety without the body, fo it fhall re- 
ceive the glorious crown of cighteouTnefs before it. 

141. A fkilfiil aftrologer, a ftranger to Socrates, upon 
calculating his nativity, delineated him an ill-temper'd 
man, for which his ability was fufficiently queftioned ; 
but the good philofophcr juftify'd the artift, faying ' fuch 

* as he defcribes me to be, I was born ; but iince that time 

* I have been born again, and my fecond nativity has 

* croflcd my firft.' So SttlpOy a philofophcr of Megera^ 
oaturally given to wine and women, yet was never 
known debauched by either. 

142. He that is in fuch a condition as places him above 
contempt, and below envy, cannot, by an enlargement of 
his fortune, be made really more rich, or more happy 
dian he is. 

143. 1 think it may not appear heterodox to fay, that 
as all men finned in Adam without their perfonal know- 
ledge or confent > fo fome may be faved in Chrift, with- 
out a particular or perfonal belief in him, of whom per- 
haps they never fo much as beard. 

144. Pluralities and non-refidents were never heard of 
in the primitive ages, and it is a ihame there fhould be fo 
many &t parfonages, and yet fo many lean parfons. It i& 
the devil's market where church livings are bought 
and fold, and iiich fpiritual huckflers deferve to be whipt 
out of the temple. 

145. Death never happens but once, yet we feel it e- 
Tcry moment of our lives ; it is worfc to apprehend 
than to fuffer. Men fliould confider, fince the end of 
life is inevitable, that all regrets for the lofs of it are in- 
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fignificant, and that the death which pceyents dotage, 

comes more feafonably than that which ends it. 

' 146. It is impofiible wkhout being mafter of a good 
addrefs to gain the publick efteem, and to make our ta- 
lents appear fo to advantage, that the world may never be 
difguAed or glutted with them. 

147. The defire of glory the philofojJiers themfelves 
acknowledge to be the lall thing a wife man putE off; and 
if it is a bait which angels fwallowed, how hard muft it 
needs be for fouls ally'd to fenfe to refiH it ! 

148. When people are injur'd, and know -themfelves in- 
nocent, they are commonly negligent, believing that truth 
will bear out itfelf. 

\\^. The true eHimation of living is not to be takea 
ftom age, but a<3ion j a man may die old at forty, and 
a child at fouricore. 

150. A wife man will defire no more than what he 
may get juftly, ufe foberly, difttibute che^ully, and 
leave contentedly. 

151. A wife man is provided ifor occurrences of .any 
kind; the.good -he manages, the bad he vanquishes : in 
profperity be betrays no prefumptlon, in adverfity i}ie ,&els 
no defpondency. 

152. Critics are ufcful, that ismoft certain, &> are ex- 
ecutioners and informers: but what man did eyer envy 
the condition of Jack Ketch, ozjack P r. 

1 53. Wits are generally the moft dangerous company 
a woman can keep, for their vanity makes them brag oi 
more i&vours than they obtain. 

154. A 
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1 54. A witty man is a good coofipanion, but an ill con- 
Adent. 

155. It is pfepoftfitous to pfetend to reform the ftaga ' 
befot-e the nation, and particularly the town. The bufi- 
liefs of a dramatic poet is to copy nature, and reprefent 
things as th^ are. Let our peers give over whoring and 
flrinking j the citizens cheating the clergy, their quarrels, 
covetoufners and ambitioii ; the lawyers, their ambi-dei- 
trous dealings ; and the wodien intriguing, and the ftage 
will reform of courfc. 

156. The great pleafure fomc people take in criticifing 
upon the fmall faults of a book, fo vitiates their tafte, 
that it renders them unfit to be af}i:^d with its beauties, 

1 57. Nothing furprizcs me more, than to fee men laugh 
fo freely at a comedy, and yet account it a filly weaknefs 
to weep at a tragedy. For is it lefs natural for a man's 
heart to relent upon a fccne of pity, than to be tfanfport- 
ed with joy upon one of mirth and humour ? Or is it 
only the alteration of the features of our faces, that makes 
us forbear crying ? But this alteration is undoubtedly as 
great in an immoderate laughter, as in a moft defperate 
grief i and good breeding teaches us to avoid the one as 
well as the other, before thofe for whom we have a re- 
fpeft. Or is it painful to us to appear tender-hearted, and 
tjrprefs grief upon a fiftion ? But, without quoting great 
wits, who account it an equal weaknefs, either to weep 
or laugh out of meafure, can we expeiS to be tickled by 
a tragical adventure ? And beiides, is not truth as natu- 
rally reprefented in that, as in a comical one? Therefore, 
as we do not think it ridiculous to fee a whole audience 

laugh 
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laugh at a merry jeH: or humour adted to the life, but, <hi 
the contrary, we commend the ikill both of the poet and 
the a£tor ; ^ the great violence we ufe upon ourfelves, 
to contain our tears, together with the forced finiles, with' 
which we ftrive to conceal our concern, do forcibly evince,- 
that the natural efie^ of a good tragedy, is to make us 
all weep by confent, without any more ado than to pull 
out oar handkcrchicfe to wipe off our tears. And if it 
were once agreed amongft us, not to refill thofe tender 
impreffions of pity, I dare engage that we ihould foon 
be convinced, that by frequenting the playhoufe we run 
lefs danger of being put to the expence of tears, than of 
being almoft frozen, to death by many a cold, dull, in-^ 
lipid jeft. 

158. Prudence and experience arc the gifts of agej it 
is no difhonour to youth to be without that which age a- 
lone can give. 

159. That which isfplendor, fumptuoufnefs, and mag. 
^ * nificcnce in people of quality, is in private men extrava- 
gance, folly and impertinence. 

160. Had Sampfon'% head contained the tythe of that 
-4^ ftrength, faid to have reiided in his heart, a miftrefs had 

' never pnderftood where it lay. 

i6r. The contentednefs which fome pretend to, if well 
examined, means fomethingof floth, as well as moderation, 
162, No trees bear fruit in autumn, unlels they blof- 
fom in the fpring. To the end that my age may be pro- 
fitable and laden with ripe fruit, I will endeavour that my 
youth may be ftudious, and flowered with the bloflbms 
of learning and obfervation. 

163. Love 
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163. Love refines a man's behaviour, but makes a wo- 
man's ridiculous. 

164. To bear with the imperfeAions of our neighbour, 
is one of the chief points of love we owe him. 

165. Grie^ hke fire, the more it is covered, the more 
it rages. 

166. A continual and moderate fobriety is much better 
than violent abiUnences, made by fits, and mingled with 
many intermtlHoas. 

167. A great enhancement of pleafure arifes fi'om its 
being unexpected, and pain is doubled by being forefeen. 

168. He who has learning, and not difcretion to ufe 
it, has only Uie advantage of having more ways to expofe 
himfelf. 

169. fle that haeards his life upon an honourable fcore, 
delerves the fame reward as if he had loft it. 

170. Happy is the man who can be acquitted by him- 
felf in private, by others in publick, and by God in both. 

171. The indifcretton of talking too freely of one an- 
other, is the fource of thofe fo many differences which 
embroil mankind. Such as, having heard difobliging dif- 
courfes, repeat them again to the perfon concerned, are 
much miftaken if they think to oblige him by thofe in- " 
difcreet confidences ; it grates us to the heart, to hear a 
man who is fo imprudent to tell us to our fiices vexatious 
things, the' he only repeat what others have laid of us. 

172. Juftice is the virtue with which the vulgar are moft 
affe-fled, becaufe of its continual and common ufe. The 
Grecians eftecmed JuAice above any other virtue, thcre- 
ibrc the vulgar for thefe three reafons ftand aifedtcd to- 

E wards 
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wards ^e Deity \ tbcy diink htm bkft and happy jbr his- 
want of death and corruption, they fear and reverence him 
fiir his power and dominion, but above aJl they love and a- 
dore him for his Juftice. 

173. Inference is looked on as the great a£t of the ra- 
tional faculty, and fo it is when rightly made ; bnt the 
mind, eiriier defirous to eoki^e its knowicdge, or very apt 
tp favour the fentjments it has once imbibed, is forward ta 
draw Inference, and therefore often makes too much hafte, 
befon k perceives the connc&on of the ideas that na\&. 
hold the extremes together. 

17^ Charity will prompt me to prefer a greater con- 
cern of my neighbour's twibre a flight one of my own, but 
in equal circumitances I am at liberty to be firft kind to 
myfelf} but if I will recede even fromi^ that, I may; it 
is then to be accounted among the heroick flights of cha- 
rity, not her binding and indi^nCibk laws. 

175. True reli^n, in general, is the obligation of rea- 
fooable creatures to render fuch adts of w<Mrlhip to God, 
as are fuitable to the en:ellency of his nature, and their 
dependence upon him. 

176. No man has reafon to think himfelf receded of 
God, either from eternity, or in time, that does not find the 
prefent marks of reprobation in his ill intentions and 
ajftions. 

177. Love is the epitome of mir whole duty; and all 
the fweetnefles and endearments of fociety that can be, fo 
long as they are lawful and honeft, are not only confiflent 
with it, but parts and expreflions of it. 

178. There is a happy contagion in goodnefs; wc may 

per- 
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pcrfaaps be kindled like green wood by the neighbonring 
flame. The example of another's zeal may awak«i mine ; 
thofe ihowere of benediftion which the prayer* of good 
people bring down are To plentiful, that fome drops at leaft: 
may Scatter upon thofe about them. 

179. Wifdom, valour, juftice, and learning, cannot 
keep a man in countenance, that is potTefled with thole ex- 
cellences, if he wants that leifi art of life and behaviour 
called good breeding. A man endowed with great perfec- 
tions without this, is like one who has his pockets faW of 
gold, but always wants change for ordinary occalions. 

180. Thofe who perpetually praife themfelves, and 
blame others, look as if they meant to make their own 
figures appear brighter by thefe fliades, and to recom- 
mend their own conduft by cenfuring that of their neigh- 
bours. 

181. We ought always to make choice of perfbns of 
fuch worth and honow for our friends, that if they fliould 
ever ceafe to be fo, will not abufe our confidence, nor give 
tiG caufe to fear them if enemies. 

182. However partial hiftory is in mentioning the ac- 
tions of great men, which will not allow them to parti- 
cipate with the vulgar in the weaknefies incident to human 
nature, yet every the greateft fpirit has its allay of imbe- 
cilUty. The moft knowing fcholar has found a period 
beyond which his curious fearch could not move ; the wi- 
feft poHticiiin has difcerned when he erred, and blafhed at 
the miftake ; and the boldeft foldter, at fome time or o- 
thcr, has found the coward trembling in him. We may 

E 2 by 
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by our endeavours raife nature above hec frailty, but never 

triumph over her till death. 

183. It is a remark oi ^tifihenes, that if a man would 
lead a fecure and unblameablc life, he ihould either have 
ingenuous and honeft friends, or very fliarp and bitter ene- 
mies ; becaufe the firft, by their kind admonitions, would 
keep him from finning } the latter^ by evil words^ and 
vehement inveftives. An enemy ices and underflands 
more in matters relating to us than our friends do, becaufe 
in Plato's opinion love is blind, efpecially in difcerning 
the thing beloved ; but fpite, malice, ill-will,, wrath and 
contempt, are very inquifitive and quickfighted : friend- 
fliip is grown fpeechlefs, and has left off that fi-eedom it 
did once ufe; therefore we muft expert to hear truth 
only from the mouths of our enemies.. 

1 84. Forgiving enemies is only a private virtue, not 
the rule of publick government. 

185. A vow is a kind of priTon, which reflrained na>- 
ture has a mind to break. 

186. There is no greater enemy to mankind than fbllyj 
.that poor, bafe, low, fordid, flavifh condition, which ren- 
ders a man wearifome to himfelf, and contemptible to o~ 
thers, expofed to every one's deceit and craft, a fiave to 
his own pafHons, and others flattery, a Hock whereon to 
graft any vice, fhame,^ or mifcry. 

187. As thofe bodies are commonly themoft healthful 
that break out in their youth, fo many times the fouls of 
men prove the founder for having vented themfelves in 
their younger days : none are obfervcd to become greater 
enemies of vice, than thofe that have been the fl;wes of 

K 
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i^ and are fo bldled and happy as to have broke tbeir 

chain, 

1 98. Since human natnre is moft delighted with thoie 
actions to which it is moft accuftomet^ then how abfo- 
lutely neceflary is it for us to gain habits of virtue in this 
life, if we would enjoy the eternal pleafures of the next ! 
Heaven will not be capable of affecting thofe minds which 
are not qualified for it ; we muft in this world gain a re- 
liih of truth and virtue, if we would be able to tallie that 
knowledge and perfection which are to make us happy in 
the next. The feeds of thofe fpiritual joys and raptures, 
which are to rife up and flouriOi In the foul to all eter- 
nity, muft be planted in her during this her preient ftate 
of probation : in Hiort, heaven is not to be looked upon 
only as the reward^ but as the natural tSzGt of a religious 
life. On the other hand, thofe evil fpirits who by long 
cuftom have contraAed In the body habits of fenfuality, 
malice, and revenge, and an averfion' to every thing that 
is good, juft, and laudable, are naturally feafoned and 
prepared for pain and mifery j their torments have already 
taken root in them ; they cannot be happy when diveft- 
cd of the body, unlefs we may fuppofe that providenc& 
will in a manner create them a- new, and work a miracle 
in the reClification of their faculties. They may indeed 
tafle a kind of malignant pleafure in thofe actions to which 
they arc accuftomed whilft in this life, but when they 
arc removed from all thoie objefts which are here apt to 
gratiiy them, they will naturally beccwne their own tor- 
menters, and cherifti in themfelves thofe painful habita 
of mind, which are called, in fcrlpture phrafe, the worm 
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ici»cb tuver Jus. This notion of heaven and hell k Co 

very conformable to the light of nature, that it wae diT- 
covered by ieveral of the moft excellent heathenc ; it has 
been iincly improved by many eminent divines of the laft 
age, particularly Tiliotfon and Sherlock ^ but there is 
none who has raifed fuch noble fpeculations on it, as 
Scott, in his firft book of the Cbrijiian lift, which is one 
of the fineft and moft rational fchemes of divinity that is 
written in our tongue, or any other. That excellent au- 
thor has &cwn how every particular cuftom and habit of 
virtue will, in its own nature, produce the heaven, era 
ilate of happinefs in him who fhall hereafter prai^ife it : 
as, on the contrary, how every cuflom and habit of vice 
will be the natural hell of him in whom it fubfilh. 

189. The foundation of a vigorous old age is a good 
conftitution of the body, and to keep good order and go- 
vern our&lves by the rules of temperance in youth, the 
eSe£ts whereof are the beft provilion wc can lay in for 
age ; for intemperance not only Ixings gray hairs, but 
green years, with forrow, to the grave. 

190. An uncultivated mind, like unmanured ground, 
will foon be over-run with weeds. 

191. All cannot be happy at once, becaufe the glory 
of one cftate depends upon the ruin of the other, where 
arriving at their meridian, th£y decline in obfcurity, and 
&U under the horizon again. 

192. Self-denial is not only the greater foundation of 
all civil virtues, but our Saviour alfo made it his firft law 
and condition to all his dlfciples; and there is none above 

the 
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die neceffities of life, but has frequent opportunities of 
exerciiSng this noble quality. 

193. Poverty is then only naatter of difgrace and re- 
proach, when it is attendant on floth and idlcnefs, or 
wantonnefs and prodigality. 

194. Frcan knowing much proceeds the admirable va- 
riety and novelty of metaphors^ fimilitades, &c. which 
are not to be met with in the compafs of a narrow know- 
ledge. 

195. No-pa^nfo Arong in naen, and fo univerfal in all 
ages and nations, as that of acquiring glory by publick 
lervices. Not only flatues and triumphs, but even crowns 
of leaves, beilo^ved as a national acknowledgment of dif- 
tinguifhing merit, have always been perfued with as much 
eagerneis and danger, as ever the reward of riches pof- 
flbly can. 

1 96. The dotage afcribed to old age is, in fome, not 
&> much the effect c^ time, or a returning to, as a con- 
tinued Aay with childhood ; for they that want the curi- 
<^ty of furnifhing their memories with the rarities of na- 
ture in their youth, and pafs their time only in making provi- 
fion for eale, and fenfual delight, are children ilill at what 
]«ars foever. Wifdom and virtue are the only preferva- 
tivcs. 

197. The flothful perfon, lik»an arrow from a feeble 
bow, fells (hort of what he aims at j therefore let fome 
good adt or another, be Q\\\ as an anchor to the floating 
mind. 

198. Fortune may begin a man's greatnefs, but it is 
virtue that muft continue it. 

199. It 
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■ 199. O Temperance! thou virtue without pride, and 
fortune without envy, that giveft indolence of body, and 
tranquillity of mind, the beft guardian of youth, and fup- 
port of old age, the precept of reafon as well as religion, 
and phyfician of the foul as well as of the body, the tu- 
telar goddefs of health, and univerfal medicine of life ! 

200. It is not Cuftom (as Plutarch obfervcs) which 
makes even the beft life pleafant to thofe who choofe it, 
but it muft be Prudence in conjun£tion with it, which not 
only makes it the beft for its kind, but fweeteft for its 
enjoyment. 

201. The lives of heroes have enriched hiftory, and 
htftory in requital has embellinied and heightened the lives 
of heroes ; fo that it is no eafy matter to determine which 
of the two is more beholden to the other : either hifto- 
rians, to thofe who have furnifhed them with fo great and 
noble a matter to work upon ; or thofe great men, to 
thofe writers that have convey'd their names and atchieve- 
ments down to the admiration of after-ages. 

202. The name of the author ought to be the laft thing 
we enquire into, when we judge of the merit of an inge- 
nious compofition ; but, contrary to this maxim, we ge- 
nerally judge of the book by the author, inftead of judg- 
ing of the author by the book. 

203. If every one who hears or reads a good fentencc 
or maxim, would immediately confider how it docs any 
way touch his own private concern, he would foon find 
that it was not fo much a good faying, as a fevere lafh 
to the ordinary beftiallty of his judgment; but men re- 
ceive the precepts and admonitions of truth as generally 

dired- 
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direfted to the common fort, and never particularly to 
^emielves, and inftead of applying them to their own 
manners, do only very ignorantly and unprofitably commit 
them to memory, without fuffering themfelves to be at all 
inftrudted or converted by them. 

204. There goes as much Wifdom and ability in the im- 
-pToving of a friend's advice, as in the advlfing and conduc- 
ing ourfelves. 

205. Infult not mifery, neither deride infirmity, nolr 
ridicule deformity -y the firft fhews inhumanity, the fccond, 
folly, and the third pride. He that made him miferable, 
made thee happy to lament him : he that made him weak, 
made thee ilrong to fupport him : he that made him de- 
formed, if he has made thee otherwife, fliew not thy in- 
gratitude to thy -great creator, by defpifing any of his 
creaturee. 

206. The commonalty, by their quiet and profit, moft 
commonly meafure the virtue and piety of their princes. 

207. Our buildings, like our children, are obnoxious to 
death, and time fcoms their folly, who place a perpetuity 
in either. 

1208. Nature inftrudls us to a fubordination ; and as in 
our "own, fo in a politick body, 'tis monflrous either to 
have no head, or to have more than one, 

209. Diforder is a great enemy to mankind, and has 
deftroyed more than age, the fword, or peftilence j order 
is the true parent of profperous fuccefs. 

210. It is dangerous to ftep afide out of the path of 
innocence and virtue, upon any prefumption to be able 
to get into it again. 

F 211. Virtue 
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z\i. Virtue is an ai^ of loving that which is moft love> 
fy, and that ^&. is Pmdeoce, fi-ooi whence not to be mov- 
ed by conilraint, is Fc»:titudc, not to be allured by cO' 
tJcemeots, is Temperance, nor diverted by pride is JuiUcet 
the declining this %Ql is Vice. 

ei2. Be sot pundual in taking place of any man. If 
he be thy fuperior, it is his due ; if thine inferior, it iS' 
his dilhonour } it is thou muft honour thy plac^ not thjr 
place thee. 

213. Fereeption is the inlet of knowledge. All natu- 
B^ philofophy, which is not built upon experiment, is but. 
a meer conjectural amufement. 

214. Ill fortune is not content with bringing us into car- 
lamiEouE circumftances, but (he makes us more tender and 
lenfible of every thing that wounds us j and nature, which, 
ought to reiift her^ is in confederacy with her, and gives 
us a more exquiiite fenft of our misfortunes. 

X T 5. Pomp and ^lendor iatisfy not all thofe whcHD th^ 
furround ; die excefs of delight palls the appetite oftner 
than it plea&s it. 

216. Since all the advanmges of nature and fortune,^ 
joined, are not able to create an entire happinefs in this 
life, we fhould thereibre iearch for it without difquiet,. 
enjoy it without eagernef^, and l<^e it without regret. 

2 1 7. Happy is that mind which can entirely refift ibme 
pafljons^ and only unbend itfelf to Tome others. It would 
be then void of fear, fadnefs, hatred, or jealouly ; it 
would defire without violence, hope without impatience, 
and enjoy without tranfport. 

218. A man will never be either learned or agreeable, 

if 
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if he does not apply himfelf to reading ; without that, 
the beft natural parts are commonly dry and barren. 

219. t'ou are To £ir A-om oUiging a man by relating to 
him the ill things that have been £ud of him, that you 
are quickly paid for your indifcretion, by becoming the 
firft ob)c^ of hb averfion and refentmcnt. 

220. With dilcretion die vicious preferve their honour, 
and without it the virtuous lofe it. 

22 1. Take heed how you difguife yourfelf, and copy o- 
thers. Stick to nature if yoa delire to pkafe, for whatever 
is fiditious and al&^d, is always inflfHd and diftaAeful. 

222. Benefits increafe or diminish friendship according to 
the dififerait circumflances that accompany them. A man's 
blood rifes agauift thole that difcover their regret to do 
faim a plcafiiFc, there is as much art requited in giving as 
refuiing. A demal, qualify'd with feme foftnings, and a 
great demonftration of finceri^, does not offend raUonal 
perfons. 

223. Sloth cofttraAs a ftagnation of humours, numb- 
oefs of the joints, dulnels of the brain : By it the ^it is re- 
laxed, the underAanding unbent, and over-grown with 
raft and rubbifh, and the memory periihed and cchi- 
founded. 

224. If we did iMit refleid^ it would be eafy to obferve 
that the too great dcfire of out-fhining and dazzling cv 
there, renders conved&tion difegreeable. We arc willing 
at any rate to give a great idea of our m^rit ; this defire 
puts us upon a flow of talk, without giving others the lei- 
fure or opportunity to exert their ftnall talents, and lb they 

F2 depart 
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depart four'd and provok'd againft tho& that have thuf 

kept them in amufement. 

225. Difcourfes of ourfelves and our own actions ought 
to be very feldom, and very well chofen, except it be to 
intimate friends. 

226. Refervedncfs is the foarce, and flownefe of belief 
the finew, of prudence. It is wifdom fometimes to fcem. 
8 £30], at Icafl ignorant, by that means to lie out of the 
peach of obfervation and jealoufy. 

227. Never aflcnt meerly to pleafc, for that betrays a 
fervile mind ; nor contradict to vex, for that argues an iU. 
temper and Ill-breeding. 

22S. Old age is the haven of evils, therefore all tblngo 
haAen to it. 

229. A'ijlotle obierves that old men are more rnereda^ 
lous than others, becaule the ufe and experience they 
have had of the uncertainty c^ things awakens their cir- 
cumfpedion, and holds them upon their guard. 

230. To retract, or mend a ikult, at die admonition of a 
-friend, hurts your credit or liberty no more, than if you 
had grown wlfer upon your own thought. For it is Aill 
your own judgment and temper, which makes you fee 
your miftake, and willing to retrieve it.. 

231. Nothing in the world is founfincere, as the afking 
and receiving of advice. He that alks it, feems to yield 
a refpeiSful deference to the opinion of his friend, and all 
the while only deligns to have his own approved, and 
(belter his own aCtions under the authority of another. 
Gn the other fide, he that gives it, returns, as one would 
thickj the confidence of others with an ardent and im- 
partial 
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partial zeal, and yet has geaeraUy no other dim bat iu» 
own honour or uitereft. 

232. Some people are not to be dealt withal, but by a 
train of myftery and circumlocution ; a downrighr admo- 
nition looks more like the reproach of an enemy, thaa 
the advice of a friend ; or, at heft, it is but the good of- 
fice of a man that has an ill opinion of us ; and we do 
not naturally love to be told of our &ults by the witneflos 
of our &ilmgs, 

23 3. Young men that come firft upon the ftage of the 
world, ought to be either very modeft, or very briflc j for 
a fober, grave, and compofed temper, commonly turns to- 
impertinence^ 

234. Since our defircs increafe with our riches, is not 
a man by fo much the more miferable, the more he pof* 
fefles? 

235. Reafon is the moft raiied faculty of human na- 
ture : No perfons better deferve the name of men, than 
fuch who allow their reafon a full employment } no guft 
{o e:Equifite as that of the mind. They are little better 
than brutes, wha can patiently fuf&r the impriTonment o£ 
their intellects in a dungeon of ignorance.- 

236. Religion is the beft armour, but the worfl: cloak.". 

237. Wine is fuch an odd whetftone for wit, that if it 
be often fet thereon, it will quickly grind all the Aeel out, 
and fcarce leave a back where it found an edge. 

238. Women will bring forrow, and your bottle mad- 
neisi. therefore go to neither. 

239. Probably the realbn why many men, who are fuf- 
ficiently dull in other matters,: yet can talk profanely, and 

fpeak. 
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fpeak ^ainA rtli^m, -vrith ibme ^d of 61t and fmarU 
nefs» is, becaufe religiwi is the thing that frets riiem ; their 
conlciences are galled bj it, and that makes them winch 
Slid flmg as if they had Tome mettle in them. 

t40. It proceeds from a weak judgment, to credit all 
you hear, and imitate alt yon fee. 

241. The fauk which you fiiflfer in yotir friend, you 
ftand goilty of jourfelf. 

242. Large encomiums the fcripture has given to feve- 
ral learned meo. Mtfet Was famous for being ver&d in 
all the learning of the Egyptians : and Sobmsn (ac his ge- 
neral knowledge, particularly in plants, from the cedar to 
the hyflbp. Daniel was chief of the magicians } Gra- 
ham was a great aftronomer j David and Joh were emi- 
nent philofophers, &c. Learning, if lighdy apply'd, 
makes a young man thinking, attentive, and induftrious, 
confident and wary j an old man cbearfril and refored. 
It is an ornament in {H-ofperity, a refuge in adveriity, ah 
entertainment at all times, it chears in foHtude, and mo- 
derates upon a throne. 

243. Depravation of one ienfc,. doubles Uie vigour of 
another. 

244. None fo Qndi cxaftors of modefty from others, as 
thofe who are moft prodigal of their own. 

145. Power is weakened by the full ufe of it, but ex- 
tended by moderation. I choofc rarfier to win 1^ krnd- 
nefe into a voluntary compliMce, dian to avre by feverity 
into a forced fubjedion. 

246. If men could but rcficft on and conlider the great, 
the generous feeds planted in them, that might (if right- 
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ly cultivated) ennoble their lives, and make their virtue ve- 
nerable to fiituiity. how could they^ without pain, per- 
ceive the uniyerntl degeneracy fi-coa that publick. fpirit, 
which oo^t to be the firft and principal motive of all 
their aftions ? The Greeks and Romans were wife enough 
to keep up this great incentive ; widi them 'twas impof- 
£ble to be in the ^Ihion without being a patriot. All ga- 
lantry had its firft ibucce from hence ; and to want a 
warmth for the publick wel&re was a de&d Co fcandaknis, 
that he who was ^ilty of it, had no pretence to honour 
or manhood. When the univerial bent of a people feems. 
diverted from the fenfe of ^ir common good and glo- 
iy> it looks like a ^tality, and crifis of impending ruine^ 

247. It proceeds from the height of incivility, and » 
fordid education, to ridicule any one for their natui^ in-' 
firmities or mupexSe^oos ; no reproaches vex people more : 
They who have the true taAe of converfation enjoy them- 
&lvee in a communion of each other's excellencies, and 
not in a triumph over their imperiedions. There are fomc 
tempers fo fwetf and obUging, that they take pleafure in 
obferving the virtues and perfetflions of athets ; fo that 
whatever ^lults they have of their own, are overlooked, 
concealed, or winked at>. out of common gcatitude, by all 
their ac^iaintaoce. 

248. Prudence requires all wife men to weigh their ac- 
tions in the balance of reafon, and to judge whether there 
be any due proportion, between the hazacd run, and thc^ 
end propo£:d. 

249. There are but two means in the world of gaining- 
by other men, that is, by being either agreeable or ufeful.- 

25,0. Storms 
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250. Storms and tetnpefts give reputation to pilots." 
Our moderation has much lels to apprehend from the mi- 
feries of adverfity, than the fhares of plenty ; but then 
it 16 infinitely more glorious to furmount the former, than 
to efcape the latter. 

251. If a merchant mifcairy, courtiers will fay of him, 
he is a pitlHil cit, a fneaking trader, a coxcomb } if he 
profpcr, they wiU court him for his daughter. 

252. If fome of our flceping anccftors fliould come to 
life again, and fee their great names and titles, their fplen- 
did palaces, and vaft eftates, enjoyed by thofe whofe fa- 
thers, perhaps, were their formers, I wonder what opi- 
nion they would have of the prefent age. 

253. The duties of interment are juftly called the laji 
duties f for beyond the funeral, all that is ^ven to the 
dead is taken away from the living. Lamentations that 
are too long, not only prejudice nature, but fociety like- 
wife ; they render us incapable of the duties of a civil 
life, and one may fay, that, out of complailance to thofe 
friends we have bfl, they make us wanting to thofe we 
ftill enjoy. 

254. The pleafure of fociety and cottverfation betwixt 
friends is entertained by a (imilitude of manners, and a 
little difference of opinions in the fciences. By this it is 
that a man either confirms and pleafes himfelf in his own 
fentlraents, or excrcifes and inilrufts himfelf by the dii^ 
pute. 

255. The wife man adapts himfelf to the feveral hu- 
mours and inclinations of thofe he converfes with, 

. 256. The following confideration may abundantly ferve 
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to teach us to pardon injuries. The committers of them 
muft be either chofen, or reprobate ; if the iirft, how 
dare we to hate thofe> whom God fliall eternally lore ? 
And if the other, are not the flames which fliall eternally. 
devour them fufikicnt to quench our thirit oS. revenge ? 

257. Part enjoyments are anxious, paft fufferings plea- 
fing in the refledlion. The memory of the one makes us 
underAand our ilrength, the other our weaknefs. 

258. There are few men but what iUnd indebted to ad- 
ver£ty for tneir virtues. 

259. Our pleafures would be infipidj if fome dilap3~ 
pointment did not heighten their relifli. 

260. The continual fociety, of even the beft men, be- 
comes at length tirefome or infenflbte, which makes thofe 
perfons that have a delicate apprehenfion of pleafure, vo- 
luntarily remove themfelves from one another, to avoid 
the difguft that threatens them, and to have a better tafte 
of the charms of conver&tion, by a new vigour, which 
they beflow upon their thoughts. 

261. Of all enemies, thofe of a cowardly temper are 
moft to be feared j for their want of courage makes 
them ufe private revenges and treacheries; when a va- 
liant man attacks you opeidy, and gives you warning, that 
you may fland upon your guard. 

262. Having put in the balance and weighed the Pro- 
teftant religion with all others that are extant, I now make 
-that the objeS of my choice, which before was only the 
efFeft of prepoffeffion^ and as I was lifted a foldier of 
Chrift in my baptifm, fo now I declare myfelf a volun- 
teer in his iervice; what was then done without my 

G know- 
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knowledge, I now ratify by my free conlent^ and I re- 
solve not, to change my banner as long a& I live. 

263. It is no iblccifm in divinity^ to fay, that the j&riWr 
of peace is the lord »f bofis. The church militant is his 
army, compos'd of many battalions, in different polb^ 
and under various orders. So long as they all ierve the 
great captain of our falvation, and prafbife well the dtfei* 
pline of their arms, I refuie not to give the word oi peace 
to any, let him be of what company foever. 

264. We fhould diftinguifh between the refolution of ^ 
hero, and the refignatioa of a chrifiian ; and betwixt the 
motion of philoTophyr and the impulfe of religicm, I 
would not have my foul numbed with a itoical infenfibi- 
lity, but calmed with a chriftian patience, the refuU of 
moderation not floth. 

265. The lefs the occafion of fin, the greater the na- 
ture of it. Sins, like Shadows, towards the evening of 
life grow great and noonArous } and as wotiads torment ns 
moft towards night, {o do the wounds of conscience neae 
the night of death. 

266. I can [Miay kneeling, ftanding, or fitting, either at 
my bulinefs, os at my repaid, with or without words and 
ceremonies ; and this I take to be the only method of com- 
plying with St Paul's counfel, when he bids us pray wi/h- 
out ceajing. A fwift and pious ejaculation often dots the 
ollice of a multitude of words (though the moAapt and 
elegant in human language) fince God underAands the 
dialed of the heart, as well as that of the tongue, being 
the architefl of both. In all this I aim at a devotion, that 
is mafculine and folid, difcreet and humble, flocere and 

modeftj 
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inodeft, fiill of primitive reverence, and the fervour of the 
■foft ages. 

267. If I am not fo happy as I defire, it is well I am 
not io miferable as I de&rve : I have received much more 
good than 1 have ever done, and done more evil than I 
have ever fuffered. 

268. He that c<MiflantIy makes head againft the aflaults 
of Fortune, IhaJl he Aire at laft to be vidorious, and gain 
iiis ends. 

FoRTUN* a goditfi is to fools alone^ 
the wife are abvays fHaJiers of their oivn. 

269. Though fileace is not always the mark of a wife 
man, yet noife and impertinence certainly difcover the fool. 

270. The fullen melancholy, the auftere, grave, and 
filent obferver are feldom beloved. 

271. Punilhment is as natural an effect of fin, as fmoke 
is of fire } we muft put out the one, in order to prevent 
the other^ 

272. The feaitrher of knowledge may be called induf^ 
trious, the knower flciliol, the ufer prudent, the confirm* 
cr expert, the abufer crafty, but the inventer is only witty f 
invention being the moil painful aAion of the mind. 

273. He that difcovers his fecret to another, fells him 
his liberty, and becomes his Have ; but if he reveal it, 
the reproach is his, tho' the inconvenience be mine, nor 
would I exchange my damage for his di(grace. 

274. Since God is pleafed to call the body the temfle 
and refidencc of his holy fpirtt, our affeftions fliould not 
turi) it to a brothel-houfe, our palHons to a bedlam* ^°^ 
our excefles to an hofpital. 

G a ■ 2ys- A» 
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275. As the fear of God is the beginning of ivijdom^ 
fo the love of him is tbe end of the law. 

276. HiAory tells us of illuArious debauchees, but 
there never was an illuftrious mifer in nature, grandeur of 
foul cannot confift with the fordid bafenefs of avarice : 
BeHdes, what can be more unjuft than to keep up that 
which is the foul of commerce, and affords us the conve- 
niences of life, to malte no ufe at all of it \ It is to per- 
fevere in the crime, and to rob the publick, by a conti>- 
nual theft, of what was once extorted from private per- 
fons, Thofe that take away with violence, m order to 
difpcrfe with profulion, are much more excufable. 

277. Our all-knowing maker referves to himfelf the 
fole intelligence of his work, he animates the fprings of 
our foul, but he conceals Irom ns the admirable fecret that 
makes them move. 

278. It is an error to condemn pleafures as pleafures-, 
and not as they are unjuft and unlawfiil } let them be ne- 
ver fo innocent, the excefs is criminal, not only brings dif* 
grace but dilTatis&dlion, and hurts the coniUtution no lefs 
than the credit. 

279. Pleafure has no influence on minds that are cof- 
ropted and fpoilcd with all forts of debauchery and excefs, 
the irregularities of the body darken the light of the 
reafon. 

280. Where there is no capacity, there perfuafion is 
vain J for wifdom cannot be profitable to a fool, nor wit 
to him that does not know how to ufe it. 

28 J . Commerce with the world furnifhes us with plea- 
fure, while we arc capable of rehihing it, and it would be 

the 
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the highefl ingratitude to be a burthen to it, when we can 
give it nothing but difgufl : I would rather live in a de- 
part, than give my friends occafion to pity me, or to fur- 
nilb thofe that are not fo with a fubjei^ for their mali- 
cious mirth and raillery } but the mifchief is, a man is 
not fenfible when he becomes weak and ridiculous. 

282. Too auftere a philofophy makes few wife men 1 
too rigorous a government, few good fubjefts } too harfh 
a religion, few devout fouls j I mean that will long con- 
tinue fo, for nothing is durable that is not fuitable to our 
nature. 

283. There is a great deal of difference between wri- 
tirtg well, and talking well ; the Aile of an orator is of 
another nature, than that of a well-bred converfation ; 
this mufl be cafy in the delivery, proper in the phrafe, 
but as Ihort as may be ; the other admits of more various 
decorations, a loftier phrafe, and a larger extent. 

284. The world ffiall allow a man to be a wife man, 
a good naturalift, a good mathematician, politician or 
poet, but not a fcholar, or learned man, unlefs he be a 
phllologer, and underAands Greek and Latin. But, for 
my part, I uke it, thefe Gendemen have juft inverted the 
ufe of the term, and given that to the knowledge of 
Words, which belongs more properly to Things. I take 
nature to be the book of univerfal learning, which he 
that reads beft in all or any of. its parts is the greatefl 
fcholar, the moft learned man ; and it is as ridiculous 
for a man to count himfelf more learned than another, if 
he has no greater extent of knowledge of things, becaufe 
he is more verfed in languages, as it would be for an old 

fellow 
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ftllow to tell a young one, his own eyes were better than 

the other's, becaufe he reads with ipeiSlaclcs, the other 

without. 

285. It is the part of a blockhead to be troublcfomc; 
a man of wit and fenfe is fenfible whether his company is 
agreeable or not, and difappears a moment before the time 
when his vifit might be accounted tedious. 

286. Marriage enlarges the fccne of our happincfs and 
mifery ; the marriage in love is pleafant, the marriage of 
intereft eafy, and a marriage where both meet, happy. 
An happy marriage has in it all the pleafures of friend- 
ihip, all the enjoyments of ifcnfe and reafon, and indeed 
all the fweets of life. Nothing is a greater mark of a de- 
generate and vicious age, than the common ridicule which 
pafTes on this ftate of life. It is indeed only happy in 
thofc, who can look down with fcorn or neglcft on the 
impieties of the times* and tread the paths of life toge- 
ther in a conftant, uniform courfe of virtue. 

287. Chaflity muft needs be a divine quality, fince even 
the enemies of it efteem it, and that the moft debauched re- 
fpedt them lefs that yield, than thofe that hold out. Re- 
fpe£l waits upon delire, and neglefl follows poflelHon. 

288. Truth and Juftice are the foundations of lifcj 
and, as ^uUy obferves, without confidence in each other, 
as to fome kind of Juflice, the life even of robbers and 
pirates is incapable of being carried on. A juft diftribu- 
tion of prey is abfolotely neceflary among them ; and 
thieves, who are enemies to Juftice, will follow no cap- 
tain whom they think without it. 

289. Endeavour to be religious without fupcrftition, juft 

with- 
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without, rigour, merdiul without partiality, cautious with-, 
out fear, valiant without raflmeis, and great without pride. . 

290. The fpcakii^ well of all mankiod is the wor(t 
fort of detraction, for it takes away the reputatioa c£ the 
few good, by makiog them all alike. 

291. A probable lye will focKier be believed than a pro- 
digious truth. 

292. Moft men like people better with agreeabk fuihs,. 
than oflfenfive virtues. 

293. The fpring of life, is that critical inftaat that 
muft either confinn, or Uaft the hopes of all fuccceding 
feaibns. The firft impre^ns the world takes of us, icW 
dom or never wear out. 

294. Such as intend to infiiie any goodncts into the 
minds of youth, muft firft exclude their pride, and fdf^ 
conceit, as we fqueeze air out of a bladder; becaufe while 
iitty are puffHi up with arrog^ice, there is no room to- 
admit any tbiag ferious or fblid, 

295. Diftil religion into jour child 33 Toon as it can 
dtfttngu^ founds. 

296. As fome women lofe their reputation rather for 
want of difcretim^ than for want of virtue^ fo others pre- 
fcrve theirs by their Jifcretim only. 

297. Moft people fhew in their afiiBims more amhi- 
tim than fiety \ for when any body is widiin hearing, 
what groans and outcries do they make \ but when they 
are alone, and in private, all is hufh and quiet : £b fooa 
as any body cmnes in, they are at it again, but their 
forrow goes off with the company. 

298. Toung people change their tafie and inclinations,. 

by 
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by the mettle and heat of blood j and old ones keep thelr^' 

by the fullennefs of habit and cuftom. 

299. A woman is never indiiTerent as long as ihe coin- 
plains of the ^lihood of her lover ; for if ihe did not re- 
tain an aiFedtion for the vow -breaker, flie would not be 
uneafy at his perfidioulheis. 

300. Women are generally cheated in their firft in- 
trigue, as men are commonly bubbled when they firft en- 
ter upon play. 

301. Moft •women judge of the merit and perfonal ac- 
complijbments of men, by the impreilion they make upon 
them ; and will fcarce allow any to that nun, whom they 
can fee without concern. 

302. It is cafy for a woman to fay what (he docs not 
feel, but it is yet more eafy for a man to fay what he does 
feci. 

303. AgainA the difcales of the mind, ^r and desire, 
let fortitude and temperance be your (hield and buckler j 
for the one bears off the injuries of fear, and the other 
fupports the mind from languishing under defires not at- 
tainable. 

304. The humours of youth and age differ fo widely,' 
that there had need be a great deal of IklU to compofe 
the difcord into harmony. 

305. Want of fuccels in our actions is generally owing 
to want of judgment in what we ought to attempt, or a 
ruftick modefty which will not give us leave to undertake 
what we ought. But how unfortunate this different dif- 
fident temper is, to thofc who are poffcffed with it, may 

belt 
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befl: be feen in the fuccefs of fuch as are wholly unac- 
qaainted with it. 

306. A private education feems the mofl: natural for the 
forming a virtuous man. A publick fchool fits better In 
giving a manly alTurance, and an early knowledge in the 
ways of the world ; befides, children, there, frequently 
contraa fuch fricndlhips, as arc of fervice to them, all 
the following parts of their lives. 

307. It is obferved, that when men are conquered by 
rcafon, who have little or none of their own to oppofc, 
they fly to violence, and with their fwords furioufly cut 
the knot, which they cannot untie } there cannot be a 
greater evidence of brutifli minds, than a baffled caufe. 

308. If we infer a neceffity ofevcnte, man's endeavours 
are vatn. 

309. If God has given you a comely body, praife him 
for it, and defire it may be neither an occafion of fin in 
yourfclf or others j if not, be not peevi(h or repining, 
fnbmit to this abafement, as the punilhment of fin, which 
was the great deformity that introduced all others into the 
world : take care to fecure an happy refurrcftion j then, 
all thefe deformities, the marks of fin, ihall be done a- 
way, and the moil pure and perfect foul fiiall have the 
moft bright and purified body. 

3 10. No power can exempt princes from the obligations 
to the eternal laws of God and nature. In all difputes 
between power and liberty, power muft always be proved, 
but liberty proves itfelf, the one being founded upon po- 
fitive laws, the other upon the laws of nature. 

311. The fevourite of the Prince might be the favou- 

H rite 
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rite of the Peopk, if he could be as humble after advance- 
ment as he was before ; but height of profperity make* 
raoft men giddy, and their infoknce generally tumbles 
them from that eminence to which a bafe fubmiilion railed 
them. 

312. Admiration is c«nmonly the effeft of a grofs ig- 
norance, great admirers are commonly great fools. You 
are allowed to fay that a thing plcafes you, or to fignify 
by feme fign that you are afTeifted with what you fee or 
hear ; but intemperate outcries, and violent motions, that 
denote an extraordinary furprize, are commonly figns of 
impertinence, and of a grovelling foul^ foolifhly prodigal 
of its incenfe. 

313. There is no fucfa thing as priruiples in women: 
They conduit themfelves by the heart, and depend for 
tlieir manaers upon thofb they love. 

324. Women go further ia hve than men^ but men out* 
ftrip them in friend/hip. 

315. Caprice, in w<»nen, is generally an attendant of 
beauty, to be, as it were, its antidote againil the fiirthet 
mifchief it might {lo to the men. 

316. There are few love-intrigues that are kept fecret^ 
and a great many ladies are as well known by their gal- 
lants as by their bujbands. 

317. Vanity t Jhamey and efpecially a fuitaUe conftku- 
tion, are generally the caufes of the courage of men, and 
the virtue o£ women. 

3 1 B. There is a vaft difference between the difgufU 

. that an old cn^ement gives us, and the plealkit inquie- 

tade6 of a growing pafOon. In a new amour, we pafs 

every 
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every hour of the day with frefli fatisfediion ; it is an un- 
<xpreffible plcafure to find that our love grows upon us 
every minute ; but in a pa^on of an old ilanding, our 
time is fpent very uneafily, in ftill loving lefs, or not 
4ovii^ at all. 

3 1 9. Bad wimy and ugly wemea, arc better arguments 
ioT fobriety and continence^ than what all the volumes of 
4norality can afford. 

320. Inor-dinate felf-love is the ruine of (bcicty ; perfons 
of this charat^o* arc as it were unhinged from the uni- 
verfe, and of no ufc in the world j they are crowded and 
■Wrapped up in thcmfelves, and never eictend beyond their 
own circumference. 

321. If in this life only we have bope^ we Jhould not 
only be of all nun, but of all creatures, t&e moji miferable. 

322. No man can comfJain that his profeffion takes 
him off from religion ; his profeflion itfelf is God's fervice, 
and if it be moderately perfued, and according to the 
rules of chriftian prudence^ it will leave void Ipaces e- 
nough for puWick and private devotions. 

323. What have the greateft part of the comments and 
difputes upon the laws of god and man £:rved for, but to 
make the meaning more doubtful, and perplex thc.fenfe? 
What have been the effefls of thofe multiplied diftindions, 

-and acute niceties, but obfcurity and uncertainty, leaving 
the words more unintelligible, and the reader more at a 
lofs ? How clfe comes it to pafs, that princes fpeaking or 
writing to their fervants their ordinary commands, are ea- 
sily underftood j fpeaking to the people in their laws are 
not fo ? And does it not often happen, that a man of or- * 
Hz dinary 
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dinary capacity very well underlbnds a text, till he con- 
fults an expofitor, who, by that time he has done explain- 
ing it, makes the words either fignify nothing at all, or 
what he pleafes P 

324. Right reafbn dlfcovers to as oor doty, and the ol>- 
ligation we lie under to perform it j it either inrpires u» 
with courage, or ferves us inftead of it 

325. The fenfeof fancy is richer than that of creation. 
Gold {hines no where fo glorioufly, as in the miier's head ; 
and Ambition makes a crown fparkle much more, than 
all the refulgent jewels that adorn it. 

326. The fcandal railed by ill men is like dirt thrown 
by children and fools at random, without provocation ; it 
may daub filthily at firft, but is eafily waflied out. I value 
the malice of fuch men as little as their friendOiip, the 
one being as fickle, as the other is falfe. 

327. The well-bred man's doubtfiil way of fpcaking, 
does not proceed fi-om uncertainty In bis opinion, but good 
nature, and a refined education. 

32S. Tho' there is nothing more diftant than wit and 
folly, yet, like ea{l and weft, they may meet in a point, 
and produce actions that are but a hair's breadth from each 
other. 

329. God's knowledge is all fimple and uncompound- 
ed, without reafoning or inferring, premifing or conclu- 
ding } for he has ever before him, in one fimple view, 
the whole field of truth, and with one fingle adl of in- 
tuition glances through the whole pofiibility of being. 

330. Nothing is a greater argument of a brave foul, and 
impregnable virtue, than for a man to be fo much mafter 

of 
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of himfelf, that he can either take or leave thofe conve- 
niences of life, with refpeft to which moft people are ei- 
ther uneafy without them, or intemperate with them. 
This was part of Socrates's charafter. 

331. The mark of a. man of probity lies in keeping 
reafon at the head of prai^ice^ and being eafy in his con- 
dition : To live in a crowd of objects, without fuSering 
either in his fenfe, his virtue, or his quiet : To have a. 
good underftanding at home, and to be governed by that 
divine principle within him : To be all truth in his words, 
and juftice in his adtions ; And if the whole world fliould 
difbelieve his integrity, difpute his charafter, and queftion 
his happine^, he would neither take it ill in the leail;, 
nor alter his meafures, but perfue the end of living, with 
all the honeAy, eafe and refignation imaginable. 

332. When any body's behaviour difturbs you, difraifs 
the image of the injury, and bethink yourfelf whether 
you have not been guilty of the fame £iult. Such a re- 
flexion will quickly make you cool, and come to temper, 
cfpecially if you confider the offender was not altogether 
his own man, but under the force of fome outward paf- 
iion or other j you would do well therefore, if you can, 
to flep in to the refcue, and free him from the caufe of 
his diforder. 

333. There is fomething fublime and noble in true ar(^ 
which none who have not fublimity of genius can touch 
or arrive at. Quaintncfs and neatnefs are what will af- 
fed vulgar eyes more than the truth of the workman- 
fhip } but take thofe who underftand nature, and thofe 
who a£t by her unprejudic'd impulfe without ikill, and 

both 
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both of thefe kind of people (hall join in approving the 
hand of a maftcr. 

■ 334. Be not diverted or delighted with the folly of an 
ideot, the fancy of a lunatick, or the frenzy of a drunk- 
ard : make fuch the objett of thy pity, not thy partime. 

335. Plato fays, that Others, thofe living images of 
God, have a great deal of force and efficacy to bring down 
all forts of bleflings upon their children, who render them 
the honour which is due, and to make the moft frightful 
curfes fall upon their heads, when they fail therein ; for 
God hears the prayers which parents addrefe to him, ei- 
ther for or againft their children. 

336. To bear ficknefs with patience is a noble inftancc 
of fortitude and grandeur of mind j he that charges an 
enemy does not (hew himfelf more brave, than he that 
grapples handfomely with a difcafe. To do this without 
abject complaints, without rage and expoftulation, is a 
moft glorious combat} to be thus proof againfl: pain, is 
the cleared mark of greatnefs. It fets a man above the 
dread of accidents, in a ftate of liberty and credit j be- 
ing thus fenced, he need not fear nor flatter any rfiing. 
The more we link into the infirmities of age, the nearer 
we are to immortal youth : all people are young in the 
other world ; that furc is an eternal fpring, ever frcfli and 
Aourifhing. To pafs from midnight into noon on a fud- 
den, to be decrepit one minute, and all fpirit and aSivity 
the next, muft be an entertaining change. Health after 

■ficknefs, and wealth after poverty, give double pleafure. 

337. As you never few any one unhappy in the perfuit 

of 
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of virtue, fo you will iee none miierable under the qdd- 
du<£t of providence. 

338. A wife man ought to Hve no more in hope than 
fear, nor put it in the power of fortune to take any thing 
from, or add any thing to his felicity. 

339. To fpend much without getting, to layout all 
without reckoning, and to give all without confidering, 
are the chief effeds of a prodigal mind. 

340. A good caufe may fufFer much when it is plead- 
ed by an improper and exceptionable advocate. How 
fulfome is it to hear a coward harangue on valour, a mi- 
fcr on contempt of the world, &c. This commending 
thofe good qualities, he neither has the honeAy nor cou- 
rage to be maftcr of, is in eiFeft only a fatire on himfel^ 
and ferves to make him more ridiculous. 

341. Gracefulnefs is to the body^ what good fenfe is to 
the mnd.. 

342. It is a great happinefs to have virtuous parents, 
relations, tutors and domefticks ; for it is from them we 
take up our principles. We are born naked, both as to 
mind and body, and put on any habit indifferently which 
is firA offered us. 

343 . A man may be happy in any ground, provided 
he have die wit to chufe \m fortune. Now if his manners 
he good, his fortune can never be bad } for happinefs lies 
in all the fundUons of reafon, in warrantable defires, and 
regular prances. 

344. We muft not expe& 'Plato'% commonwealth j 
for as the world goes, a moderate reformation is a great 
point. \i v/e can but govern people's hands, wc muft 

let 



>y Google 



56 A Collection oj 

let their hearts and their heads go free. To cure them 

all of their folly and principles, is imp^iflicable. 

345. Too tender a fcnfe of what other people fay /// 
of us, does but entertain the malice of the world, which 
defires no more but that it may difhirb us. 

346. The abfolute want of fuch a fenfe, io as to be 
moved at nothing they fay, is a contrary extreme, that 
produces the fame eSed. This is fuch a fort of contempt, 
as the world is concerned to revenge itfcif upon. 

347. There are fome whofe fpeeches are witty, but 
their courage weak ; whofe deeds are incongruities, while 
their words are apophthegms ; it is not worth the name 
of Wifdom, which can be heard only, and not fecn. 
Good dilcourfe is but the reflexion or fliadow of midom^ 
the pure and folid fubftance is good actions. 

348. Sccrefy and celerity are the two poles upon which 
all great anions move ; and the nobleft defigns are like 
a mine, which having any vent, is wholly fruftrate, and 
of no cffefi. 

349. Content will give a rellAi to all my plcafure, and 
make me epicurize upon my little fortune, aud enjoy to 
the full height all that I have } whilll Covetoufnefs would 
let me ftarve in the midll of plenty, and make a beggar 
of me, though I wallowed in gold. Temperance and fo- 
briety will give me life and health, a calm and free ex- 
ercifc of my reafon j whilft glutony and drunkennefs will 
enervate my body, and ftupjfy my foul, make me live 
like a beall, and die like a fool. For pleafure has a be- 
witching faculty, the more wc tafte it, the more we 
hanker after it; and therefore the beft way to avoid being 

capti- 
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captivated by that Syren> Is to ftop our ears to her charms ; 
when we have often balked our appetites, by denying them 
what they erave, they will in a while grow io quiet, that 
they will crave no more. 

350. Dr South in an extaiy cries out, " Oh ! how vaft- 
ly difproportionate are the pleafures of the eating and the 
thinking man ! as diiferent, iays he, as an Archimedes in 
the iludy of a problem, and the itilnefs of a fow at her 
wafh." The pleafure of fpeculation has fometimes been 
lb great, fo intenfe, fo ingroiling of all the powers of the 
foul, there has been no room left for other pleafures. Con- 
templation feels no hunger, nor is fenlible of any thirfl: 
hut that after knowledge. 

351. Though Chrill blel^ the poor, and pronounces 
woes to the rich, as having received their confolation, yet 
Abraham^ Ifaac, Jacobs Job, David and Solomon were 
fo. Neither riches nor poverty bleis or curfe any man, 
and none that are poor arc blefled if they fee proud and 
high-minded, nor any rich man curfed but he that places 
his portion and confolation in riches. 

352. Dull defpair is the foul's lethai^; roule to thft 
combat, and thou art fure to conquer. 

353. They muft be mighty evils, that can vanquifh 
a Spartan courage, or a Chriftian feith, 

3 54. There h no forcing nature againfl her biafs, or 
inverting the methods of providence. Irregular defu'cs, 
and unreafonable undertakings, mufl expeft to meet with 
difappointments : There is a proper time for all 
things, and nothing fucceeds well but what is done in leafon. 

355. All the extravagances of the lewdeft life, are np- 
.1 thing 
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thing. elfe but the more confumnlated fblUes and dirorder9> 
of either a mif-taught or a neglofted youth ; nay, all the 
publick outrages of a dellroy^ng . tyranny uid oppreiHon' 
are but chtldifh appetites, let alone till they are ungovern-- 
able. Wherefore children ihould be moulded while their 
tempers are yet pliant and duftlle; for it is inSnitety ea-- 
iier to prevent ill habits, than to mafter them; as the 
choalung of the fountain isthe fureil way to cut off* the: 
cQurfc of the river. It ihould be confidered too that we 
h^ve the feeds of virtue in us, as well as of vice; and 
whenever we taJce a wrong biais, it is not out of a moral 
incapacity to do better, but for want of a careful manage- 
ment and difcipline to fet us right at ¥&&.. 

356. Men in ^r^tf/ ^/«:« arc thtic^ fervanti >, fervants 
o( xhxi fovereigtt Of Jiaie i krvzats o£' fame -, and fervants 
of bt^nefs. So as they-have no freedom , cither in their 
*erfm$, in their aStions^ or- in their times. 

357. The wife and aiiive conquer difiiculties bydaring 
to attempt them } floth and folly ihiver and linic at the- 
toil and hazard, and make the impollibility they Stir. 

358. It is obferved tlstt the mod delicate and volup- 
tuous princes have ever been the heavieiloppreflbrsof the 
people ; riot being :a hi more lavifh fpender of the com- 
mon treafure, than war or magnificence. 

359. To fuperiors give refpefl, deference, and fubmif- 
fion J to equals, affeiftion and confidence j to every body, 
fiocerity, and all the fervice in our power. 

36a I would be civil to.all, fervieeable to many, fa- 
miliar with few, a friend to one, and an enemy to none. 
561. Let not thy table exceed the fourth part of thy 
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income ; lee thy provjGon be folid, and not iar ietdi'd, 
duller of fubftance -thftn art ; be wifely frugal in thy pre- 
paration, and freely chearful in thy entertainments. 

362. Let not .the croaking of a raven, the crying of a 
cricket, or the croffing of a hare, trouble thy repofc j 
lie Is ill acquainted with himfelf, who does not know his 
fortune better than thofe creatures. If evil follows, it is 
the punifhment of thy fuperAition, not the fulfilling of 
their portent. 

363. A man mufl make but very few refletSions upon 
life, if he defires to pafs it happily : It is but a lafting 
fuccelTion of expeiftations and difappointments. 

364. It is (lupidity to fet up our reft in a life that may 
terminate every moment ; meer curiofity will make us in- 
quifitive to know what Ihall become of us hereafter. 

365. Great and fudden paflions have caufed ilrango 
extafies, and death itfelf fometimes ; the fpirits in grief 
flowing too &ft to the heart to fortify it, and in joy lea- 
ving the heart as ^ to meet the objeft that caufes it. 

366. Convey thy benefit to a friend, as an arrow to the 
mark, to {lick there; not as a ball to rebound back to 
thee i that frlendfhip will not continue to the end, that is 
begun for intereft. 

367. Praife has always fomething grofs in it, if it He 
too open, and go on in a dire<a line. Voiture, one of 
the moll delicate wits of the age, fcarce ever commended 
any body but in drollery ; and of a long time none has 
done it with more fuccefs. The ftandards for praife are 
Homer and Virgil : Horrur praifes not jicbilles, but by a 
fimple and bare relation of his actions } and never was any 
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man praifcd fo delicately as Auguftus by Virgil-^ by covert 
paths he condudls him to glory. Certainly never man knew 
better the art of praifing, for he faves all the modefty of the 
perfon he praifes, even while he overwhelms him with it. 
The true art of praife is to fay laudable things limply, but 
delicately ; for praife is not to be endured unlefs fine, and 
hidden ; it is fo very hard a thing to pratfe as one ought, 
that it is a rock which they that are wife will Aiun. 

368. Great men hide themfelves fi-om publtck view, 
like beafts of prey j yet are fometimcs worried by a pack 
of political hounds, called a parliament. 

369. He will be much out in his account, who num- 
tiers his friends by the vifits that are made him, and con- 
founds the decencies of ceremony and commerce with the 
oflices of united affeSiions. 

370. There is no living in this world without an ex- 
change of civil offices, and the need we have one of an- 
other goes a great way towards the making us love one 
another : Now this amity and communication is to be en- 
tertained by the commerce of giving and receiving ; and 
without good nature and gratitude, men had as well live 
in a wildcrnefs, as in a civil fociety. 

■ 371. Women arc pleafed with courtfhip, and the moft 
difdalnful cannot but be complaifant to thofe that tell them 
they are handfome. 

yji. Several cxpreflions of the clergy intheir prayers 
before fermon give offence, particularly the titles and epi- 
thets to great men; which are indeed due to them in 
their feveral ranks and ftations, but not properly ufed in 
our prayers. It is a contradi£troo to lay illuftrious, right 
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reverend/ and right honourable poor finners : thefe diAinc- 
tions are iiiited only to our ftatc here, and have no place 
in heaven : we fee they arc omitted in the liturgy, and 
Aire the clergy ihould take that for their pattern in their 
own forms of devotion. 

373. The minority of kings is the mifery of king- 
domG, being commonly attended with emulations and 
&£Uons of great men. 

374. Aim at purity of language, fublimity of ftilc, 
propriety of phrafe, neatnefs of fimile, exaftnefs of ar- 
gument, choice of words, juftnefs of examples, and e- 
very thing that conftitutes the beauty and harmony of a 
piece. 

375. Sir Richard Steele bids us ufe a mathematical fieve, 
to fift impertinences and fuperfluitics out of our difcourfe 
and writing, and to avoid excrefcences. 

376. Love and ambition are commonly the raging fe- 
vers of great minds. 

377. Reading too many books docs rather burden the 
memory, than improve the underftanding, 

378. Unity is the life of chriftianity, becaufc it keeps 
up that hve which is the fulfilling of the law^ 

379. It is uncivil and unfit for a man to oblige another 
to keep a promife difadvantageous to him, or one made in ^ 
mirth, paffion, hafte, unadvifedly, in civility, &c. as alfo not 
to admit of a reafonable excufe in cafe of failure. 

380. He diat doubts not, knows either all things or no- 
thing ; and he that im^incs never to commit an error, 
his next pretence may be to divinity j for perfcflion is not 
the attribute of a man, 

382. Vic- 
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381. yiAqry do^ mare oJEcen &U by the error of tiie 
vfuiqui&ed, th»n by .t^ .valour of the vii^onous. 

382. A low cowiirioo .expofts the wifeft men to con- 
tempt : while we can keep our poverty a feccct, wc jcan 
never feel the weight of it j there is nothing in a mean 
eflate fo iixtf^erablcj as the rijdiculou{ne& of it \ for pa- 
tience is not f(} mudi woundc^l by p9iMi S^id loff, as by 
derifion and contumely. 

383. Nothiiig ipaintains jtfelf fo long as a moderate ^r- 
tune^ and nothing fo foon dwindles away as a great one. 

384. There are two forjs of avarice, a true^ and a 
baftard : true covetoufnefs is a reiilefs and infatiable deilre 
of riches, not for any fiirther end or ufe, but only ttj 
hoard and prelerve, and perpetually increafe them. This 
is the greate|l evidence of 4 bale, ungenerous mind, and, 
at the fame time, the higheft injuftice in the world. For 
\vhat can be more unreafpnablet than for a man to ingrofs 
to himfelf all that which is the common fupport and con- 
yeniency of inankind, and to prop^ate his crime, by 
locking up his beloved treafures, and thereby robbing con- 
tinually the publick of what he has once gotten ? 

385. There is raie kind of aJH&ion which never leaves 
us, I mean that ^hich proceeds from the lofs oSoxxt for- 
tunes. Time, which foftens and allays all other griefe, 
does but exafperate and increafe this ;, £br the fenfe of it 
renews, even as often as we feel the pinch of preiEng ne- 
ceflities. 

386. A dying man will give any thing to fave lus life, 
a living man as much to ^ve his money : A man fhall 
readily proffer his fword, but hefitates if you would borrow 
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9Scf pounds; fo much eafler it is to be brave than 
land. 

387, A^hie'cr coiirtier, a mcer foldicr, a meer fcholar, 
a meer any thing, is equally ridiciildus. 

388. Few oi Adam's children are fo happy as riot to be 
bom without fomebiafs in their natural temper, which it 
ii the buflritfi' of education, cither to take ofl^ or coun-' 
Urbalaiice: 

369* AH our other paffions are to fome end ; love, to' 
enjoy ; anger,' t6 revenge ; ftar, to avoid, and the like : " 
^t thi! paffion of grief ferves to no end' or purpofe in 
tfid'wit^ld ^ it^ cannot be iti own end, becaufe i^ is iti no' 
rifpeft' good J it is* thctefdrc utteriy abfiird and unrta-' 
fond>le. 

390. Ambition is a weed (if it may properly be called' 
fo) that is apt to grow in the ' bell foils. 

391. All popular difoontents have fomcthing of the na- 
ture of'torrehts; give them a little'room to run, and' 
they quickly "draw off thcmichrcs J but if you offer pre- 
ftntly to obftroft their ^ourfc, they fwcU antf fpread the 
more." 

392. Never let the irregularities of your own life be" 
the'fubjeft of your difcourfe, for men deleft in other* 
thofe vices which they cherifli in themfelves. 

393. Plots, when difcovcrcd, ilrcngthen the govern- 
ment they Were defigned to mine. 

394.- Political jealoufies, like the conjugal, when once 
raifed, are hard to be fuppreffed. 

395. All trnft is dangerous that is not entire j it is beft 
to fpeak all, or condeal all. 

.396. The 
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396. The fcriptures, no doubt, were indited by the 
holy ghoft ; for good men would not impofe fuch thingi 
on the world} and there is too much againfl the bad, to 
believe them to be the authors of it. 

397. Our troubles of mind muft either proceed from 
the fpirit of God, or the fuggeftions of the devil : if from 
God, it is an argument of fonfhip and adoption ; if from 
the devil, it is an argument your cafe is yet the better ; 
for he difrurbs none that he is fure of, but is always mofr 
bufy with thofe he is in greatell danger of lofing. 

398. A man remarkably obliging is almofr proof againit 
the moft malicious detraftors, they will be afraid of one ■ 
{o fortified in publick efreem ; the charms of kindnefs 
and affability are irrcHfrible ; they conquer, captivate, and 
return in triumph over the afreftions of all men. 

399. There are thofe that perform all the arts of lifs 
and good breeding with fo much eafe, that the virtue of 
their condu£l looks more like inftindt than choice. 

400. It is more glorious to overcome ray paflions than 
my enemies : for if they are bad, I would not be friends 
to them i and if they are good, they will not long be c- - 
nemies to me. 

401. It is with our lives as with our eftates, a good 
hufband makes a little go a great way : Whereas let the 
revenue of a prince fall into the hands of a prodigal, it 
is vanifhed in a moment. So that the time allotted us, if 
it were well employed, were abundantly enough to an- 
fwer all the ends and purpofes of mankind. 

402. The generality of mankind link in virtue as they 
rife in fortune : how many hopefiil young men, by the 

fud- 
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iudden aqcefEon of a good eftate, have deviated into t^c- 
bavjchicry, nay, turned abfolute rakes 1 

403. Jt is hard to determine which is more troublefomc 
^0 vn(iej;go tp a man of fcnic, cither the extreme refcryc 
ai^l flvynefi <?f fame women Ijefore they yield, or tjtie^ 
fondnefs after they have yielded. 

404. What -wofften call inconJfaTfc;^ jji ^s, is ijiot an ar- 
gument <?f kvit-fy but of tt^eir iniuffic^ityicy to pleafe. 

405. Nothii^ is ib un^ccouat^i^le ^ tihe caprices of wo- 
men : |For it frequently happens, that the j^ft ^pplicatipns 
of a ijiew ^ce gatiji more upon them, than the long (er- 
vices of a conftant old one. 

406. I^e ,th^t r^arries for i;iches, is agreeably ^appoint- 
ed, if he meets with a good wife j but that unexpefte^ 
happine^ is feldqm his lot. 

407. A man breaks out into a paflion ag.^in{l an un- 
faithful mijlrefsy and then forgets her j a woman, on thp 
,cpntraty, makes but .little noife at the infidelity of her 
lover, but keeps a long ^hile her refeptment. 

408. Whifperine in company has ever been looked on 
as an excels of ill manners ; for we have naturally a cu- 
riofity to divine what others (ay, and feel a fecret indig- 

^nation to be fhut out of the intelligence. 

409. He rnuft be a very wife man that knows the trqe 
fpunds and meafures of fooling, with rclpea to time, 
place, niatters, perfons, .&c. But religion, bulinefs, and 
cafes of confequence muft be excepted put of that foft 
of liberty. 

410. The ftronger the oppofition, the more noble the 
combat. Where thefe is no combat, there is no vlftory. 

K How 
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How can we cxercife the grace of contentment, if ail 
things fucceed well ; or that of forgivenefs, if we haVe 
no enemies ? If men could not be angry, they could not 
be meek ; and if they had no inclination to vice, they 
could not be virtuous, fince virtue is no more than the 
fubduing our vicious inclinations, 

411. God's glory and our happincfs are fo infepanibly 
conjoined, that we cannot aim right at either but we muft 
hit both i for God has not, throughout all his creation, 
an enfign of honour fo truly worthy of him, as that of 
a divine and pious foul, that refleds his image, andfliines 
back his own glories upon him. 

412. One very great caufe why men that have often 
thought to reform their lives, and refolve againft their c- 
vil courfes, yet repent of their repentance, their refolu- 
tion becoming frail and fruitlefs, is, becaufe they do not 
ufc mortification, to work their averfion high and ftrong 
againfl; the fin, and fix their refolution. The univerfal 
fenfe of the Primitive Church confirms me in this con- 
clufion (fays Dr AlUJlree)^ who for that reafon, in their 
penitential excommunications, did infii^ fuch feverities 
as it is almofl incredible that Chriilians Ihould fubmit to, 
yet they begged to be cenfured into them ; and thofe had 
St Faul for their precedent. But now our repentance is 
but fome tranfient diflike of our fin, fome &int and fruitlefs 
wiflies to do better. ' When wc are under the apprehen- 
fion of God's wrath and punifhment, we make vows a- 
gainft our vices j but when that fit is over, and we by 
indulgence anew prepared for temptation, we fall again, 
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and then perhaps we relent again, curie the fin> and all 
the caufes of It, and call ourfelves unhappy that are fub- 
'ye,Q. tO'fuch viol«it infirmities j but ftill go on the devil's 
round, like men inchanted in a circle of iinning and re- 
penting } and this is like to be our Aate till we in good 
icameft fet about the great work of mortification. It is 
true, -vihax Clemens of jHexandria fays, this common prac- 
tice of iinning and fuperficial repenting, -as if we would 
give God and the devil their turns, is an argument of an 
impenitent and unbelieving temper. It is no ^int refiil- 
ance will make -the temptations of the devil, the world, 
and the flelh give way j we muft offer a refolute violence 
to all our earthly appetites, if we mean nobly to &rce 
our way through thefe almoil inevitable dangers. It is 
not for nothing that the fcripture bids us (Irive and. fight, 
and wreAIe and run, labour and watch, faft and pray, 
and work out our ialvation with fear and trembling. 
There is nothing but aufterities will mortify the inclina- 
tions that itir againil the fpirit j by denying fruition to 
our appetites, we ihall be able to calm and moderate our 
affe(^ions to every thing below, and then temptations will 
have neither aid nor avenue. 

413. It is a hard taik to fpeak of perfons nearly related 
to us, it being difficult either to commend or condemn 
them with decency. 

414. Poor mortals are prefTed with cares for what is 
prefent, with forrows for what is paA, and fears for what 
Is to come. 

415. There is a certain zeal, that operates with equal 
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violence In all religions j which, if well icxiimlned, is t\~ 

ther pride, intercft, or ill nature. 

416. Afilialbn and phyfick both imply a difcafe, and- 
both are applied for cure. 

417. Mulick is not more agreeable to a itiiifical eai*) 
than flattery to vain-glorious people ; it is a chann that 
pleaflngly bewitches them, and the wifeft of men giV6 
way to be tamed and foothcd by this enchantment. We 
ought no more to receive the prajfts We do not defcrVcj 
than the money that is not due to us. 

418. Nothing contributes more to the happinefi of 
life than fi-iendlhrp } but if ttie underftanding ddes nt^t dt- 
x6€t tiie heart, Ifriends afe mort J>roper to ditttirb Ada 
plcaie lis, and more capibfe of fturihig than ArVing ds, 
Nothing 'drfturlK bur I'epofe fo much ks fricficfs, if we 
have riot jiidgmtrit erioiigh ito chufcihem *eH. Imp6r- 
tuiiate ifriends malcc lis wilh 'they Were iAdiffereht ; the 
morofc give us more u'neafirie'fs fey their 'Hn'riicrtir, than 
they do iis good "by tKcir fervicesj arid the Irri'peridus ty- 
rarinlfe over us. 

419. A true cnrlftian faidwsliow'fo frialce advantage 
of every thing ; the evils Which he fuffers are ^e go6d 
things i^hich 'God lends liim -, the good things he Wants, 
"are the evils frorii which providence has fecured him; e- 
vcry thing is a benefit to him, ivery thing in this World 
IS a inercy j and when, by the niceflity of 'his mortal con- 
dition, he riiuft die, he looks upon the end of his life as 
a paflage to one more happy, which is never to concliide. 
"Siich is the felicity of a true chriftian, whilil uncertainty 
arid trouble make the condition 'of all others unhappy. 

420. There 
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420. There k do courts but where «*anM have credic 
ftitd intereft % no ^i^f infrigafs^ but they have a hand in 
them. 

421. That man ttti too high a rate upon hia favoars, 
who exjK^ cringe and kitrealies for them. 

422. When a benefit is bcmourable to him that receives 
ft} we ought to accompany it with ill the pomp that can 
contribute to make it pabHck j for, by diat means, :ire 
multiply the oblation. But when the ufeftilnefe of a 
good office is attended ^ith fonae difgrace, as when w« 
relieve an iifdigent peribn, we ou^t, by our fecrccy, to 
fpare him the confulion of havir^ his wants fvoclaimed ; 
for the leaJl grain of ftiatne overpays the moft bountiful 
relief. 

4i23. Mm 'gl<^ in r^iSng great and magnificent ^uc- 
tui'es, '^d 4i^ a fefret pleafure lo foe fets of their own 
plaAtiHg »o gWW wp aftd flourWh. Bat forely it would 
be -A greater itiA nrwwe glorious Woric to buitd up a man, 
to fee a youth of our own planting j from "tfce fmaH be- 
gi'*Mi3fl|s and ■tfdh'iftitdgts We iwve given bim, to grow up 
inCd'ft'i!di^d6ntMe 'fi>i^Ae. 

'4«4. Ingtatltude Jjcrverts all -the meafures of religion 
and fociety, by making it dangerous to be -charitable and 
good-mitur'd. 

425. The'<:«Memplation irfithe divine beirfg, and the 
ejtefcife of "virtue, are in -their own nature fo -for -from ex- 
cluding all gladnefs of heart, (as fomefdlAy imagine) timt 
^ey are the pecpetual fources of at. The true fpirit of 
religion chears as well as competes the foul ; it-buninicB 
indeed alt ^levity of behaviour, all vicious and diHblute 
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mirth, but in exchange £lls the mind witJi a perpebial 
ferenity, uninterrupted chearfuhwfs, and an habitual in- 
clination to pleafe others, as well as be pleafed in itfelf. 

426. The mind beiog eternal, no temporal thing can 
be a fit objeft for it, no more than founds can be proper 
objects for the eye, or fights for the palate. 

427. Malice is the ordinary vice of thofe who live in 
the mode of religion, without the fpirit of it. 

428. As ravenous birds are the quickefl-iighted, fo the 
worft men are the greateft feult-finders. 

429. Plato iays, that great minds are apt to produce 
great virtues, and no lels vices. 

430. It is for young men to gather knowledge, and 
old men to ufe it. 

43 1 . He may juAly be called covetous, who balks any 
part of his duty for fear of leflening his fortune } who 
chufes rather to fave his wealth than his confcience ; that 
denies himfelf the convcniencies of life, and fets his inte- 
reil above his honour. 

432. Fraife favoui^ of ilattery, and cenfure of malice, 
be they never fo juft. The beftway to adi^nce another's 
virtue, is to follow it j and the true mieans to cry down 
another's vice, is to decline it. 

433. It is an ordinary iailing in moft men, never to be 
contented with their fortune, or difiatisfied with their wit. 

434. Few men fear to be delpifed, except thofe who 
really deferve to be fo. 

435. He that fets up his refl: upon contingencies, ihaU 
never be happy nor quiet. 

436. Jealoufy is like a polUh'd glafs, held to the lips, 

when 
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when life is in doubt ; if there be the leaft breath, it will 
catch the damp, and ihew it. 

437. Penitent finners are under no condemnation ; the 
law cannot condemn them, becaufe they have appealed ; 
nor the gofpel, becaufe they have believed. 

438. We muft not fuffer ourfelves to be obliged by all 
manner of perfons, for that would be to become a com- 
mon flave. Some are born to be more happy than others ; 
the firft for doing good, and the other for receiving it. 
LibertT is more precious than all gifts, and to receive is 
to lofe it. 

439. It is hard to find one that a man of fpirit would 
be obliged to j for generally men are as fordid in their 
fevours, as in their interefts, and remember the obliga- 
tion they have bcftow'd, when they forget the return they 
have received. 

440. It is no fmall wonder to fee how 'women that are 
fo mightily fond of their beauty^ can ufc fo much art to 
anticipate its ruine. 

441. A man had rather meet with thofe who depend 
upon him, that that are thankful to him. To keep peo- 
ple in hopes, is prudence ; to truft to their gratitude, 
fimplicity. For it is as common for gratitude to be for- 
getful, as for hopes to be mindful : you get always more 
by this, than by the other. So foon as the orange is 
fqueezed, it is thrown upon the ground; and likcwife 
when dependence ceafcs, there is an end of correfpondcnce 
and efteem alfo. 

442. Take care you never difpute againft your judg- 
ment to fhew your wit, left you become ind^erent to 

what 
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him, or for tryal of JkiU, Cnce to inifiwni, at fee iijfprfli- 
«fll. u ib? «Mi 9f »U (CQo&c^mces. PoKcrlf of Jtnagina- 
tioo raokflSfli^a ivo into the fauic of giving jCfSfitK^^A^ioos ^ 
they want in tlwir miods ^KrteOaipi^eat for theqa^lxe$ an4 
iXKs^ny, md 4vre^bre build all dwy ipeak ypon what 
is iWtsd bjr ^w } nod Jjnc^ 4b^ icacinot iin||i;oyje lha( 
foiKiAfttiQa, «odcaTour Jx> dei^c^ ^. 

443. We 0)ould take nil the c^ce imaguiable h«,w wp 
frefttp icnu«i^, it being one of the harddl thiqgs in thf 
chriAian religion to behave ourfelves as we ou^t to 49 
towaixis tboni. 

444. It is vctf-our interett to be always over vigorous 
in the demanding of our rights, nothing looks better ttia^ 
-for a man fomfltimes to drop his pretenfions. 

445. No one is obliged to think beyond hb capacity j 
and we never tranlgrofs the bounds of good fenfe, but 
-when we aim to go beyond it. 

446. The only iludy in the courts of princes is how to ' 
.pleale, becaufe a man makes his fortune there by being a- 
grecable ; this is the reafon why courtiers are fo polite. 
On the contrary. In towns and republicks, where men 

ou-e forced to take pains to get their living, the laft of their 
cares is to.pleoJe, and it is that makes them fo clownifli. 

447. Thpfe that wifli for what tljey h^ve not, forfeit 
:the. enjoyment of what they have. Set a juft term .to 
your wiflies, and when you have touched it, make a ftand,; 
happinefs only begins when wifhes end, and he that 

.bankers -alter more, enjoys nothing. 

44S. There )s. nothing more dangerous in a H^ate, than 

when 
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when the king and people arc trying the utmbft extent of 
the prerogative of the one, and the liberty of the other, 
tho' the bounds of either were never yet found out j for 
it is an undeniable maxim, that they who will always do 
'as much as they may, will fometimcs do more than they 
ought. 

449. Set bounds to your zeal, by diicretion j to error, 
by truth ; to paflion, by reafon ; and to divilion, by cha- 
rity, 

450. Doubt is the worft torment of the mind ; and fo 
great is the pain, that we defire to lofe it, though in ex- 
change of a certainty, that muft afflidt us more. 

451. Too many laws are a fnare, too few a weakncfs 
in government, too gentle are never obeyed, and too ftrid 
and fevere are feldom executed. 

452. Women are feldom cheated, but they are accef- 
fary to it ; for did they not flatter themfelves, men could 
not fo eafily impofe upon them. 

453. A woman is oftener unhappy in the perfon fhe 
chufes, than in the favour flie grants. 

454. The unequal difpenfation of reivards and puntjk- 
ments, will foon or late prove fatal to a prince. 

455. The fureft way of governing, both in a private 
family and a kingdom, is for a hujband and a prince 
fometimcs to yield fomething of their prerogative. 

456. There is no fubjeit fo inconfiderable, but his 
prince, at one time or other, may have occafion for him ; 
and it holds through the whole fcale of the creation, that 
the great and the litde have need of one another. 

457. A courtier never defires to retire ti;i he is al- 

L moft 
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moil Aire of being fcnt home, if not fiirther out of the 

way. 

458. Vahur was afligncd to men, and cbajiity to wo- 
men, as their principal virtues, becaufe they are the hard- 
ell to pradife. When thefe virtues are not fuftained and 
kept up, cither by conftitution or di'vine grace^ they fooil 
grow faint, and &1I prefently a Sacrifice to the Ivoe of life 
and pleefure. 

459. Women are neither thofe angels, nor thofe devils, 
we make them ; for, bating propagation, they diiFer but 
little from men in any thing. 

460. We £hould never difpute on things that God has 
not been pleafed to fubmit to our reafon. If a man's un- 
derilanding could comprehend all the counfels of God, it 
mufl of neceflity be equal to it. 

461. As reconciling enemies is the work of God, ib 
feparating friends is the bufinefs of the devil. 

462. Friendihip fupplies the place of every thing, to 
thofe who know how to make a right ufe of it j it makes 
your profperity more happy, and your adverfity more eafy. 

463. To endeavour not to pleafe, is ill nature; altoge- 
ther to negledl it, folly j and to overftrain for it, vanity 
and defign. 

464. A facetious fool may have entertaining follies to 
divert you for a time, but nothing fo troublefome as a fe- 
rious one. 

465. He that is moderate in his wiflies from reafon 
and choice, and not refigned from fournefs, diftafte and 
difappointment, doubles all the pleafures of his life. 

466. Religion and policy, as they do very well toge- 

ther, 
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ther, folhejrdo bot ill afundcr; the one is too cunning 
to be good, the other too fimple to be fafc. A little of 
the wifdom of the ferpent, mixt with the innocency of 
the dove, will be a good ingredient in all your aftions. 

467. The goodncfs and mercy of God towards perfons 
not capable of becoming good, is a goodncfs that does not 
agree with the infinite purity and holinefs of God. It is 
fuch a goodncfs, that, if it were propofed to the world, it 
would encourage men to live in iin^ and to think that a 
few afts of homage, offered to God in our laft extremi- 
ties, could fo far pleafe him, as to bribe and corrupt him. 
The forming a ^Ife notion of the goodncfs of God, as 
of a tendcrncfs that is to be overcome with importunities, 
bowlings, and other fubmiffions, and not to be gained Mily 
by becoming like him, is a capital and fundamental error 
in religion. 

468. Though you may be never fo clear in your judg- 
ment, yet it Ihews a yielding fwectnefs of temper, and a 
moft agreeable condeicenfion, to fpeak with doubt, but 
never to (hew confidence in arguing, unlefs to fupport the 
fenfe of another. Sometimes, in converfation, you may 
chufe to be lefs knowing, to be more obliging, and to be 
on a level with others, rather than opprefs them with a 
fuperiority of genius. 

469. It is a hard matter to prevail with a woman to 
own flie loves you j but when (he has once done it, fhe 
has no further fecret to keep from you. 

470. Women generally take greater care of their reputa- 
tion^ than men of theirs. Why then do we account them 
the 'weaker fex ? 

L 2 471. Wo- 
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471. Women cannot endure a jealous bujbanj, yet arq 
well enough pleafcd with a Jealous /ever, 

472. A covetous man lays up for old age, when young j 
and for death, when old. A prodigal heir makes him a 
fine funeral^ and devours the red of his wealth. 

473. It is faid of a virtuous and wife qpan, that having 
nothing, he has all } when a mifer having all things, yet 
has nothing. 

474. We fliould not meafure men by SundaySy without 
regarding what th^y do all the week after ; for devotion 
does not neceifarily make men good, though the wan^ of 
it may endanger their principles. 

475. He will find himfelf in a great mlAake, that either 
ieeks for 2. friend in a courts or tries him at a &aft. 

476. A &lfe friend is like the fbadow on a dial ^ it api 
pears in clear weather, but vanifhes as foon as that is 
cloudy. 

477. All objeBs have different faces, and the mind, 
which is in continual motion, looks upon them as it turns; 
infomuch that we have nothing, if I may fo fpeak, but 
new afpeSls, thinking to enjoy new difioveries. 

478. The wit of converfation confifts more in finding 
it in others, than Ihewing a great deal yourfelf. He who 
goes out of your company pleafed with his own facetiouf- 
nefs and ingenuity, will the fooner come into it again. 
Moil men had rather pleafe than admire you, and feek. 
Icfs to be inftru(5ted and diverted, thali approved and ap- 
plauded ; and it is certainly the mofl delicate fort of plea- 
fure to pleafe another. 

479. A pleafant man is rarely to be met with, and a 

perfon, 
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perfoD, though he was born fo, mufl have a great deal of 
delicacy to maintain the charaifter a long time; but com- 
monly he that makes one laugh, is not Aire to be efleemed. 

480. The heart has no avenue To open> as that of flat- 
tery, which, like fome enchantment^ lays all its guards 
afleep. 

48 1 . Where there is no remedy but patience, cuftom 
makes it eafy, and neceiHty gives no courage, 

482. Reciprocal love is jufticej conftant love, forti- 
tude ; fecret love, prudence. It is the hardeil thing in 
love to feign it where it is not, or hide it where it is ; but 
it is much eafier counterfeited than concealed. 

483. The pleafure of fubduing an inordinate defire, of 
denying an impetuous appetite, is not only nobler, but 
greater by iar, than any that is to be had in the mofl: 
tranfporting moments of their gratification. 

484. No man Hves long enough to profit bimfelf by 
his faults ; he is committing them during the whole courfe 
of his life, and as much as he can do at lafl, is to die 
correfted. 

485. In things neceflary, go along with the ancient 
church i in things indifferent, with the prefent. Though 
you have opinions and notions of your own, yet yield, as 
the orbs do, for the order of the univerfe, to the great 
wheel of the church : if fome points in fcripture are lefs 
clear and pofilive, it is, that chriftians may excrcife hu- 
mility in themfclves, and charity to others. 

486. Cuftom and experience are more ufeful in making 
one's fortune, than wit; we think of it too late, and 
when at laft we rcfolve On it, we begin by thofe faults 

which 
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which we have not always time to repair ; wherice per- 
haps it proceeds that fortunes are io rarely acquired. 

487. He who folicits for another, has the confidence 
of one who demands juftice j he who fpcaks for himfelf, 
the confufion of him who implores mercy. 

488. None but little fouls are difturbed at having their 
ignorance reproved } and the rcafon is, that being gene- 
rally very blind and foolijh^ they never trouble themfelves 
with doubts^ and are fully fatisfied they fee thofe things 
clearly, which they faw only through the thick mift of a 
clouded underflanding. 

489. The common fubje<Ss of a kingdom are not fo 
apt to trouble themfelves about the rights and pofleffions 
of a crown, as about their. own ; and feldom engage in 
the quarrels of the firft, but upon foroe general and llrong' 
apprehenfion that the lafl are in danger. 

490. Princes may be faid, in fome fenle, to" com- 
mand every thing that they do, and to forbid every 
thing that they do not ; their example has an at- 
traftive power to draw others after them : both their ij/>- 
tuei and their vicei fpread themfelves over all their domi- 
nions, and are, in fome meafure, eternized by imitation. 
The leaft crime that they commit, renders them guilty of 

, a thoufand others j and all the virtues with which they 
are adorned, arc inceflantly reproduced in the hearts of 
an infinite number of perfons, that are ambitious of re- 
fembling them. 

491. There is not any thing more dangerous for a 
prince^ than to confult only with perfons that he thinks 
are of his own mind, or will be fo when they know it ; 

- nor 
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nor more pernicious in a counfellor, than to give only fuch 
advices as he thinks moil agreeable to him that afks or re- 
ceives them. 

492. A good countenance is a filent commendation, and 
is generally, though not always, the index of the mind j 
for the rays of the foul paffing through it difcovcr what 
degree of brightnefs is within, fo that the afpeit fcems de- 
figned not only for ornament, but information. For what 
can be more iigniiicant than the fudden flufliing and con- 
fufion of a blulh, than the fparklings of rage, or the 
lightnings of a fmiJe, which may be reckoned the fun- 
fliine of the mind, that breaks out with the brighteft dif- 
tiniaion j it plays with a furprizing agreeablcnefs in the 
eye, fits like a glory upon the countenance, and feems to 
make the very foul vifible. 

493. AfFedlation in gefture, fpeech, or manners. Is 
frequently the confequcnce of idlenefs or indiiFerence ; 
much bufinefs, and an application to fcrious affairs, oblige 
a man to keep to nature. 

494. No man ever was a lofer by good works ; (oc 
though he be not prefently rewarded, yet, in tratt of 
time, fome happy emergency or other arifes to convince 
him that virtuous men are the darlings of providence. 

495. It is difficult for a man to have fenfe, and be a 
knave. A true and (harp genius conduifts to order, truth, 
and virtue ; it is want of fenfe and penetration, which 
makes a man obflinate in evil as in error. We flrive in 
vain to corre<5l a blockhead by Huire, which defcribes him 
to others, while he himfelf will not know his own pic- 
ture; it is like railing to a deaf man. 

496. The 
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496. The fame-vices which are deformed and infup- 
portable in others, wc do not fee in ourfelves ; they are 
not burthenfome to us, but fecm to reft without weight 
as in their proper centers. Such a one, fpcaking of an- 
other, draws a difmal pidure, not in the leaft imagining 
that at the fame time he is painting himfelf. 

497. Generally the mirth of a debauch, as it is drain- 
ed and artificial, fo it cannot laft long ; it is at bcft but 
like the effeds of a ftrong cordial, which may ferve to 
rally the fpirits from feme encounter } but then they are 
fpent in the conflift, and fall and flag again quickly. 
Whenever the fpirits arc extraordinarily exhilarated and di- 
lated, they thereby become fo thin and volatile, that they 
eafily exhale and vaniQi, ~ and fo a man becomes far more 
melancholy and lumpifli than before, 

498. To fufFer the people to ftupify themfelves with 
pleafures and feafts, with fhows and luxury, with vanity 
and delicacy j to difpoflcfs them of all things folid and va- 
luable, and leave them fond of ridiculous trifles, is t» 
make the greateft advances to a defpotick power. 

499. It is great wifdom in a prince to undcrftand the 
critical feafons and circumftances for rigour or remiflhcfs ; 
when it vs. proper to take up, and when to flacken the 
reins of government. 

500. It is the higheft pitch of greatnefs in a prince^ 
to know how to fupport his authority without the cere- 
mony of guards; to (brink himfelf almoft into the figure 
of a private gentleman, and yet adt neverthelefs with all 
the force and majefl:y of his charadler, when the govern- 
ment requires it. How creditable is it to the fex we ac- 
count 



>y Google 



APHORISMS and MAXIMS. 8i 
count the weaker, that this was never done in BnglanJ^ 
but by queen Elizabeth. 

50 1 . The authority which princes communicate to their 
fubje4Ss, is chiefly in refpefl of ivifdom at valour j yet it 
generally happens^ that they account them the wifeil and 
braveft men, that can beft accommodate themfelves to 
their humour. 

502. The woundii^ erf" a friend for the fake of a jejlj 
is an intemperance and immorality not to be endured. 

503. To give the women their due, few of them are 
hi& till their huibands provoke them to it 

504. The pleafure of fociety among friends is cultivated 
by a likenefs of imagination as to manners, and a dif- 
ference in opinion as to fcienccs ; the one confinns and 
humours us in our fentiments, the other exercifes and In- 
ftruf^s us by difputation. 

505. It is fo common for men not to be happy, and 
fo eflential to all good to be acquired by trouble, that 
what is come at eafily, is fufpefted. 

506. A great merit, joined to a great modefty, may 
be a long time before it is difcovcred. 

507. The nioft barbarous nations have ftill paid a fort 
of divinity to the dead, death being always looked upon 
as a full difcharge from all the errors of life. 

508. There is in the bcft counfcl fomcthing that dif- 
pleafcs ; it is not our own thoughts, and therefore pre- 
fumption and caprice fiirnifh pretences enough to rejedt it 
at firft fight, and reflection only forces its reception. 

509. Wife conduft turns upon two centers, the part 
and the iiiture ; he that has a faithful memory, and a vaft 

M fore- 
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foiefight, is our of danger of cenfuring in ottiers thoie 
feults he may have been guilty of himfelf, or condem- 
ning an action which, in a parallel cafe, and in like cir- 
cumftances, it will be impoffible for him to avoid. 

510. There is a thing in the world, if it is poffible, 
incomprchenfible : A pcrfon that appears dull, fottiih, 
and ftupid, knows neither how to fpeak, nor relate what 
he has feen, but if he fets to write, no man does it bet- 
ter ; he makes animals, trees, and {lones, talk, and his 
works are full of elegance, natural fcnfe, and delicacy. 

511. Avoid obfcene ambiguities, be they never fo care- 
fully wrapped up ; they have always a bad effeit in the 
mind of the hearer, and denote the corrupt moral of 
the fpcaker. 

512. Every outward beauty proceeds from an inward 
order and harmony, and both the inward and outward 
beauties are advanced by a proper method. 

513. Hejiod being alk'd when he was lending money, 
why all thefe niceties and forms of law among intimate 
friends? He anfwer'd. By all means, that we may be 
fure to continue fo. 

514. I am tired with whatfoever I have yet enjoyer 
in this world, and I cxpeft no greater fatisfaclion fliould 
I live a thoufand years; every pleafure appears but the 
fame in different forms, and they all agree in leaving us 
affliile.l in the fame, or greater, pains, than they found 
us. It is beft therefore to lay afidc all fruitlefs care and 
fadnefs, and be as merry as will confift with the wifdom 
oi a man. 

515. There are fjw women that would not rather 

choofe 
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dioofe to be divorced from their hufbands, than to lofe 
their ^llants. 

516. If divorce was to be come by without the trouble 
of fuing for an adl of parliament, it would raife the plea- 
fures of a married liie, and fink the delights of intriguing. 

517. A woman's chaftity is not to be endured, where 
ihe experts an uncontrollable authority for it. 

518. Nothing better ihews what little value God fets 
upon riches^ preferments, and other worldly advantages, 
than his indifferent difpenfation of them, and the unwor- 
thinefs of thofe who generally poflefs them. 

519. From the features of a man's face we may draw 
fome probable conjedlures of his temper and inclinations j 
but his looks and countenance plainly difplay the advan^ 
tage of fortune, and we may read in them, in feir cha- 
racters, how many thouiands a man is worth a year. 

520. There is not a greater argument of a narrow, 
wretched foul, than to doat upon money; nothing more 
reafonable than to defpife it, when we have it not, and 
nothing more honourable than to employ it generoufly, 
and do good with it, when we have it. 

■ 521. To be proud of knowledge, is to be blind with 
light ; to be proud of virtue, is to poifon yourfelf with 
the antidote. 

522. Nothing is fb glorious in the eyes of mankind, 
and ornamental to human nature (fetting afide the infi- 
nite advantages that arjfe fi-om it) as a ftrong, fteady, and 
mafculine piety. But enthufiafm and fuperAition are the 
weaknelTes of human reaibn, that expofe us to the fcorn 
M2 and 
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and derifion of infidels, and fink us even beneath the 
beafts that perifli. 

52;^. To-morrow i3 ftiU the &tel time when all is to be 
rectified ; to-morrow comes, it goes, and ilill I pleafe 
myfelf with the (hadow, whilft I lofe the reality, un- 
mindful that the prefent time alone is ours, the future is 
yet unborn, and the pail is dead, and can only live (as 
parents in their children) in the actions it has produced. 

524. Bold refolution is the favourite of fortune : Ne- 
ceflity deadens the apprehenfion of danger. A good caufe 
makes a fiout heart, and a ftrong arm. 

525. He that is fo foolilhly modeft as to be afhamed 
to own his defeats of knowledge, {hall in time be fo ful- 

homely impudent as to jufi.ify his ignorance, which is the 
greateft of all infirmities, and, when juftified, the chieieft 
of follies. 

526. Idlenefs is certainly the caufe, and bufine/s the 
never-iailing cure of melancholy. 

527. Artificial modefty difparages a woman's real vir- 
tue, as much as the ufe of paint does the natural com- 
plexion. 

528. A fally of paffion ot extravagance is frequently 
forgiven, but raillery in cool blood, which is a fign of 
difeftcem, is never pardoned. 

529. Men ought to employ the firft years of life to 
' become fo qualified, that the commonwealth may have 

occafion for their knowledge or induftry ; they ought to 
refemble thofc materials in a building, which are of abfo- 
lute necefiity, and being fet there to advantage, give a 
grace to the whole fabrick, 

J30. If 
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530. If any one ought to have been exempt from 
error, doubt and incoiiftancy, it was Solomon. Notwith- 
ftanding we fee in the inequality of his condudt, that he 
was weary of his wifdom, that he was weary of his folly ; 
and his virtues and vices, by turns, gave him new difgufts. 
Sometimes he enjoys his life, as if chance governed all : 
fometimes he afcribes all to providence, and never deli- 
vers his thoughts with a politive air, but when eternal 
wifdom makes him fpeak. 

53 1. A nice obfervation of rules is a confinement which 
a great genius cannot bear, it naturally covets liberty. 

532. The art of managing humors, and of fining our 
ends upon men, is to find out their weak fide. There is 
no man that has not his predominant paflions, and thefe. 
paflions are different, according to the diverfity of tempers. 
All men are idolaters, fome of honour, others of intcreft, 
and moft of their pleafures. The fkill is firft to know 
the character of the perfon, next to feel his pulfe, and 
then to attack him by his ilrongeft pafiion, which is his 
weaker fide. 

533. GKOt Jouls are not diftinguiflied by having lefi 
fajfion^ and more -virtue, but by having nobler and great- 
er defigns than the vulgar, 

534. All fajfions and refentments of the foul have their 
tone of 'voice., their gejiures of the body^ and their forms 
and air peculiar to them ; and the mutual relation of them, 
cither good or bad, makes accordingly perfons either plea- 
fant or unpleafant. 

535. Every wife prince ought to govern his fubjeSit 
and fervants^ in fuch maimer, that by his a&bility and 

virtue. 
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virtue, they may be endeared to his fervice, rather volun- 
tarily, than for pay or hope of preferment : For other- 
wife, whenever the prince (hall want means to reward, 
the fubjeds Ukewife will &i! in their good will to fervc ; 
but he that faithfully loves, does neither become arrogant 
in profperity, nor withdraw in adverfc fortune. 

536. The foul is capable of greater joys in the imagina- 
tion, than any which nature has provided for it in the body, 

537- Women as often difcover where they love, by their 
railing, as men when they lye, by their fwearing. 

538. It is barbarous to infult over an unavoidable infir- 
mity, and trample on the venerable ruins of human na- 
ture. That age has a peculiar right to regard, is paft difpute; 
nature teaches it, rehgion enjoins it, and cuftom has con- 
firmed it. 

539. Certainly, nothing but nature can qualify a man 
for learning. Socrates fays, it is impoifible to raife learn- 
ing out of a mind, where nature has not planted it. 

54.0. The produftions of a great geniu?, with many 
lapfes and inadvertencies, are infinitely preferable to the 
•works of an inferior kind of author, which are fcrupu- 
loufly exaft^and conformable to the rules of correct writing. 

541. It is certain that goodnefs cannot be a perfeftion 
which exceeds the meafures of wifdom, nor that mercy 
neither, which tranfgreifes the bounds of juftice. To be 
wife beyond what is good, is craft j to be good beyond 
what is wife, is dotage ; to be juft beyond what is mer- 
ciful, is rigour; to be merciful beyond what is juft, isea- 
finefs. 

542. The inconftant multitude always judge of things 

accord- 
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according to the fuccefs } when that fails, they immedi- 
ately fly at the government. 

543. Such conceffions as are extorted by ncceffity, are 
always unfincere, and never lafting. 

544. If a great wit has not a little wifdom join- 
ed with it, to diredt where, when, and how to apply 
it, it is like wild-fire that flies at rovers, runs hifiing a- 
bout, and blows up every thing that comes in its way, 
without any rcfpeift or difcrimination. 

545. Take no advantage of the ignorance, neceflity, 
or prodigalityof any man, for that gain can never bcbleft. 

546. Of all friendfliip, that is the pleafanteft that is 
contraiftcd by a fimilitude of manners. 

547. Thofe that contribute none of their ftudy, labour, 
or fortune to the publick, may be faid to defert the com- 
munity. 

548. Thofe promifes are not to be kept that a man 
makes when he is either compelled by fear, or deceived 
by fraud : In all promifes, the intention is to be confider- 
ed, not the letter, none binding but what are juft. 

549. Though there is a great deal due to charafter, yet 
there is much more owing to truth, which Ibould never 
be concealed for the advantage of any charafter. 

550. Wherever life is, it will operate; and therefore, 
if God, who is all life and aftivJty, is every whdre, he 
muft operate every where > and if he operates every where, 
that operation is an univcrfa! providence. 

551. As the praflice of all piety and virtue is agreeable 
to our reafon, fo it is likewife fur the intereft of mankind, 
both of private perlbns and publick focieties. Some vir- 

Qiea 
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tues plainly tend to the prefervatlon of our health, others 
to the fecurity and improvement of our cftates, all to the 
peace and quiet of our minds, and, which is fomcwhat 
more ftrange, to the advancement of our efteem and re- 
putation. For though the world be generally bad, and 
men are apt to approve nothing fo much as what they do 
themfelves, yet I know not how it comes to pafs, men 
arc commonly fo juft to virtue and goodnefs, as to praiic 
it in others, even when they do not praiSlife it themfelves. 

552. AU parties blame perfecution when they feel the 
fmart of it, and all praftife it when they have the rod in 
their hands. The church of England was no lefs fevere 
upon the DifTcnters in K. Charles the fecond's time, than 
the Prejbyteriam had been on the church of EngUnd un- 
der the Ufurpcr. 

553. A divine ought to calculate his fcrmon, as an a- 
flrologer does his almanack, to the meridian of the place 
and people where he lives. What ftufF is it to preach a- 
gainft ufury at Whitehall^ znd. fornication inLombard-Jireet ! 
No, invert the tables, and the application will be pat. 

554. Every vice and folly has a train of fecret and ne- 
cefljry punifliments linked to it. 

555. Every man has his genial vices, his conftitutional 
errors, and though he may appear a faint in all things 
elfe, yet in thefe it is to be feared he will be found a finner. 

556. It is more excellent for a prince to have a provi- 
dent eye to prevent future, than a potent arm to fupprefs 
prefent evils. 

557. There is nothing fo impertinent and intolerable, 
as a fool that takes upon him. A man puffed up with the 

opinion 
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opinion of his own merit, is never put out of counte- 
nance, he talks loud in all companies, he has an alTurancc 
in his face, which Jhows how well fatisfied he is with 
htmfelf, the leaft; trifles that he fpeaks he utters with an 
air of confidence, being convinced that he is heard with 
pleafurc -, thefe bold appearances impofe upon the incon- 
fiderate, and carry away the fuffrages of fools, who know 
not what true merit is, and fo take up with a glimmering 
rcfembUnce. 

558. All great expreflions, without great thoughts to 
fuf^ain them, may be refembled to ihips that ride with- 
out lading } they float upon the fur&ce, and cannot poife 
themfelves to a fteady courfe. 

559. Though beauty and merit are things reat, and in- 
dependent on tafte and opinion, yet agreeablenefs is ar- 
bitrary. 

560. An inviolable fidelity, good humour, and com- 
placency of temper, out-live all charms of a fine face, 
and make the decays of it tnvifible. 

561. Men and aStiom are like objefts of fight, and have 
alfo their pointi of perJpeSfive ; fome muft be feen at a 
diftance,. and others at clofe view, to be cxa£Uy judged of. 

562. Thofc that make ill judgments of us, without be- 
ing acquainted with us, do not wrong us in the leafl j it- 
it not us they condemn, but only an imaginary chimera 
of their own making. 

563. It is the lot of mankind to be happy and mifer- 
able by turns ; the wifdom of nature will have it fo, and 
it is exceedingly for our advantage that it fiiould be fo j 
by the mediation of this mixture we have the .comfort of 

N hope 
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hipe to Tupport us in our diilre&s, and the ap|»«healion> 
of a change> to keep a check upon us in the very huflT ■ 
of our greatneis and glory } fo that by this viciJlitudc of 
^Qod and coil^ we are kept fteady in our philofophy, ud 
in our religion j the one minds us of God's omnipo^nco 
and juftice, the other of his goodneis and mercy j the 
one tells us, thatthercisnotniiUngtoourownArength, &gt 
other preaches &ith and re£gnttian in the profped of an 
over-ruling providence that takes care of us. 

564. Nothing goes nearer a inui in his micfortuaes, 
than to find huniHf undone by his own felly* or fcvjt any 
way acceflary to his own ruine. 

565. We may be referved, withoiM faurae&j grave* 
without f(»mality! oour^eou^ without raihaersj hum- 
ble, without &rvility \ patient, without hdng infenfible } 
conltant, without obflinacy j chearful, without lighlnefi % 
courteous and fweet, without too imDch £kauliatity. 

566. An a&flation of wit where it is net} icrvos only 
to render folly more ridicnlous ; it naakes both men and 
women forward in Qieaking ; they fancy they ihew their 
wit; when they fhew their ignorance, and expofe them- 
felves to be the jeft of the coinpanyj when they endea- 
voured to be the admiration. 

567. Notwithflanding <nian's eflentid .perfedion is vetj 
little, his comparative noay he confiderable ; if he kxiks 
upon himfelf in an abftrai^ed light, he has iiot miuji to 
boail of. This gives a different turn to the refledlions of 
the wife man and of the fool, the firft endeavours to fhiae 
in himfeif, and the h&. to outQiine others } the firft is 
humbled by. the &ofe of his own in6cmitic6y t^ laft is 

lifted 
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hftffd up by the ^fcorcry he makes of thofe which he 
«b&rves hi odKf men ; the wife man coafiders What he 
wants, -and die feci whst he abounds in } die wile loaa 
is happy when he gsms his own approbation, and tlie 
iool when he reooramends hii^lf Co the applaufe of dtofe 
^oovK. him. 

568. ft IS an -e^j maeter to impofe, who-e <^ere is a 
previous properrfim to be deceased. 

569. Doubtlefi there are degrees ef glory in heaven, 
as <c^ piety upon «arth. 

570. Much drink inTigorates the *&ncy, but weakem 
the imderfliinding. 

571. XJpon F(wi^'« hearing that £j«r«/ibj had given o~ 
vet meddling wiA psbtick a^rs, and retired to enjoy his 
plent^l eftate, he &id. That 1^ -&tigues of luxury were 
much more wKfe^naUe for en fAd oian, Uian thofe of 
government. 

572. If we cannot relieTe (he poor 1^ contribution, yet 
we may by coiifolation and intercoflion, by prayers and 
companion, -by pity and Tympathy. 

573' Openneis has the mifchief, though not the malice 
of treachery. 

574. You fhoiild be equally cautious of approving or 
commending what dcfcrves neitiier praife nor approbation, 
that being conmionly a fign of want of tafte, or an ill 
judgment. 

575. fHio nfitffidentf»r theje things f 2 Cor. ii. r6. If 
St faul thought fit to put this queftion, who had a ful- 
ncfs of the fpirit, and Ae fiilnefe of learning, brought 
jip in the fihools, taught by die dolors, and by the 
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moiith of God himfelf, ihatched from tb? feet of Gama- 
liel to the third heaven, to have a beatific vifion of the 
gofpel; if alter all this he cried out, wAo h fufficient for 
tbefe things ? fure they cannot be fuppofed to be fo, who, 
in thefe little intervals which their trade and neceiSties af- 
ford them, fall into fits and frenzies of religion, have a 
iharp paroxyfm of irregular and conrulfed divinity, as if 
they were poflefied, till their wearinels, and not know- 
ing what to iay, do exorcife them. 

576. How hard is it for a man who has no body to in- 
troduce him, and cry him up in the world; who is no 
member of any club or fociety, but ftands fingle, with- 
out any thing to recommend him, but great parts and 
true merit ; how hard is it, I fay, for fuch a man to break 
through the obfcurity he finds himfelf in, and come upon the 
lame level with many an empty fop in vogue and &ihion ! 

577. A good man finds the reward of his application 
to his duty, in the teAimony of his own confcience } and 
the fecret pleafure he feels in difcharging it, makes him 
amends for the eAeem, acknowledgments, or praiies, 
which he feldom meets with in the world. 

578. Nothing goes fo for in the happinefs of our lives, 
as to know things as really they are ; and this knowledge 
is to be acquired by frequent reflections upon men, and 
the feveral affairs of the world, rather than by tlie pcru- 
fal of books. 

579. It is as hard to be a good friend, and a lover of 
women, as it is to be a good friend, and a lover of money. 

580. Religion is univcrfally rather inherited than taught ; 
the generality of men embrace it as a part of their fate, 

the 
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the ten^r of their cUine> or the entail of their anceftors j 
the reafon why they are chriftians, is becaufe chriilianity 
had the luck to befpeak them firfl ; had Mahomet plied 
them as early, they had had as much faith (ot the Al- 
coran as the Bible. 

. 581. Certainly chriftianity muil be the true religion, or 
all religions in the world are but a hh\s. 

582. Men feldom commit one fin to pleafe, but they 
commit another to defend themfelves. 

583. The refilling or accepting praife rationally, grace- 
fully, and difcreetly, is as great a trial of a wife man^ as 
the cupel is of filver. 

584. Many laws are a ilgn of a lick commonwealth, as 
many plaiilers are of a difeafcd body. 

585. Of all poverty, that of the mind is moft deplo- 
rable ; and of all prodigality, that of time is the worft. 

586. Sloth is an argument' of a degenerate and mean 
' mind, which is content to grovel in a defpicable Hate, 

and aims at nothing that is great } it difpofes a man to live 
precarioufly and ungratefully on the pubUck'flock, as a 
burden to the earth, and an inlignificant cypher among men. 

587. When a man looks back upon his day or 
week fpcnt, and finds his bufinefs has been worthy of 
him, it exhilarates and revives him, enables him to 
pais his own approbation on himfelf, and, as it were, 
to anticipate the Euge he {hall one day receive from his 
great mailer. But he that gives himfelf only the idle 
divertifements of a child, cannot refleiit without con- 
fufion J which is fo well underftood by fuch perfons, that 
they are forced to take fan^uary in^ total inconfideration. 
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Aever danng to a8c themlelves, hvhat have I 3met which 
bears full 'ieftirnQny lib the excellebcy aiid felicity of inge- 
nuous einploymehts, Unce they that decline thole, are 
forced to decGhe themielves, and grow but of &eir own 
acquaintance and knowledge. 

5^^. It Is a ftrange defire tb feek fmaef^ and (b Ibfe U- 
herty J or to feek jfSo'Wer o^'er otbWSt and to lofe pbWer 
over a iaaxC^itihifelf, 

589. It often conies 'to paTs, that wtieh we think we do 
a man a good office, We incur ^is indignation, 't'hfe wife 
Palemh had the mlsforfuhe to fill Ih difgrace with his 
protcdor Dapbnis, by endeavouring to cure him of the 
]>afnon he liad for yulia, who both Jilts and ruins him i. 
for having fhewn hiih invincible proofs of "her infidelity, 
the infatuated Daphnis^ ihflead o'f tharikinig Fatemon, gave 
credit to yiilia% pi'^tehdid jufHfic^tioii, -and facrific'd his 
ffieild to her refeiitixierit. 

590. 'Mztxy men bave good fentiments in the mbment 
you oblige them ; but 'the con'flitution of their nature 
fways them Toon after, and they eafily forget what they 
owe others, becaufe they only love tbenifelves. And as 
fire boiiverts all things into its own fubllance, they only 
Cdnfider publick Interefls to convert them to their own 
advantage, and equally dcfpifc thbfe who do them good, 
And tbe ilate in which they receive it. 

591. Operation is the right .proof of nature i Trees 
are diflinguifhcd by their fiiiit, and dogs by the quali- 
ties proper to their kind ; and, thus it holds with men 
too, who ought to quit that name, unlefs they can anfwor 
the idea, and make out their claim by their actions. 

592. St 



>y Google 



APHORISMS ^W MAXIMS. 95 

192. 8t Jfrom wittily cepvpKe^ fhc Gentik fqpcrftitipn. 
who pidured the virgin deities wttl) a ihielc) and lance, as 
if (AaHky cwild not be sJefeodied wifhopt >var. Np : 
this raemy i$ to be Ueaui with 4fter ^nqthier ipapH^r j 
if you hear it fpeak, though but to difpi^te, it ruins ypu. 
md the yery firguments yon go a)>put to anfwer, leav^ a 
reliOi on this tqn^ie; fy th^ it 1$ DPt 4n ^ pemy to hp con- 
tended witb> but avofdied. 

593. The moft ready thing in the world k denial j we 
never grant but with refletftion. 

594. If apy (deceit be ^Ipwablie, it is on fuch an oc- 
c^jQoa, 9JS w<^d piake fii>ceri^ a piece of prndlty. 

595. h) ^e fiCpuiCUion ff£ ^ wi£b pion, his oeconomy 
is <yf\e (fi l^e fnoA diftinguUhipg P^Tts of his prudence. 

596. Cpnte^tpieiU makes us ^nore happy in de^ring 
i^Qii^g, ti^ ^ ^iealeijt monarchs upon jea/tfa in .pol1[er- 
j&Dg aU : It is tbe tri^e phHofopher's ftone, f})9^ turns all 
it :tQuches into ^Id ; ih^ poor are licfa with, and th^e 
rich poor without it } in it wc tiave all the tceafure ^lat 
the w<H3d contains. 

597. When our eftate in this world is perplexed and 
uncertain, we Should be more than ordinaxy concem'd 
to make fure of fometblng, that we jioay not be miferable 
in both woclds. 

598. Whatever the church'^ fate bcj I am cl^in'd to^ 
it, both by my reafon and confcience, and .chufe rather to 
be cruflied by her fall, than to flourifii on her ruins. 

599. An ugly po-fon in fine trap[ungs and accoutiie^ 
XDCOts is doubly (o ; when the deformity is :by Jt&lf, it is 
lefs, but being fet off with gaudy drapery, aad rich gar* 

niture. 
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niture, it receives an additional difagreeableners from the 
luftre of the bright equipage. The fire and brilliant of 
a diamond makes the black hue of the complexion more 
confpicuous, which was, as it were, hid^ and benighted in 
its own darknefs. 

600. Fortitude without wifdom is raflinefs ; wifdom 
without juftice, craft j juftice without temperance, cruelty. 

601. Every inordinate luft and pafllon is a iaife by- 
afs upon men's underflanding, which naturally draws to- 
wards atheifm. 

602. Skilful makers ought to have a care not to let 
their works be feen in embryo, for all beginnings are 
defective, and the imagination always prgudiced ; the re- 
membering to have feen a thing imperfed, takes irom 
one the liberty of thinking it pretty when finiflied. 

603. Tofleep in health, and wake Jn plenty, to live 
in the efleem and alfti^ion of every body j what is want- 
ing to make fuch a man happy ? Why, a great deal : 
No wonder then fo many arc miferable. 

604. The vigour and jollity we enjoy, make the con- 
trary eftate appear in fo great a difproportion to our pre- 
fent condition, that by imagination we magnify and make 
thofe inconveniencies ten times greater than they are, 
and apprehend them to be much more troublefome, 
than we find them really to be, when they lie the moft 
heavy upon us. 

605. It is undoubtedly true, that Icarce any man's 
mind is fo capable of thinking ftrongly, in the prefence of 
one whom he fears and reverences, as he is when that re- 
ftraint is taken off. And this is not only to be found in 

weighty 
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weighty matters^ but alfo in the arts of difcourfe and 
raillery themfclves : For we have often feen men of 
bold tempers, that have overawed and governed the wit 
of moft companies, to have been difturbed and dumb, 
and baihfbl as children, when fome other man has been 
near, who us'd to out-talk them. Such a kind of na- 
tural ibvcrcignty there is in fome mens minds over others, 
which muA needs be much greater, when it is advanced 
by long ufc, and the venerable name of a ma/ier. 

606. Nothing is fo much for a prince's credit, as the 
modefty of his fevourites. 

607. It is with Fortune as with other fantaftical miC- 
treses, ihe makes fport with thofe that are ready to die 
for her, and throws herfelf at the feet of thofe that de- 
:^ile her, 

608. The knowledge of courtefy and good breeding 
IS a very neceflary ftudy ; but yet we muft ftill take care 
not to be too troublefome or rude, by being over civil. 

609. No man can be truly good and fwcet-natur'd 
without conftancy and refolution : They that fcem to be 
fo, have commonly an eafincfs, that quickly turns pec- 
vifh .and four. 

610. We eafily forget our feults, when no body takes 
notice of them. 

611. Courtiers cannot be too cautious, it being difficult 
to rife, fiippery to ftand, but deadly to fall. 

612. In all controverfies between parents and their 
children, I am naturally prejudiced in favour of the 
former ; the obligation on that fide can never be acquit- 
ted ; and, I think, it is one of the greateft refledlions up- 

O on 
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on human nature, that paternal inftind flinuW be a 
ftronger motive to love, than filial gratitude j that the re- 
ceiving of favours Ihould be a lefs inducement to good 
will, tendernefs arid commjferation, than the conferring of 
them ; and that the taking care of any perfon fliould en- 
dear the child, or dependant, more to -the parent, or be- 
nefactor, than the parent, or bcnefador, to the child, 
or dependant } that fo it happens, that ibr one cruel pa- 
rent, we meet with a thoufand undutiful children. This 
is, indeed, wonderfully contrived for the fupport of eve- 
ry living fpecies, but at the fame time that it ihews the 
wifdom of the creator, it difcovers the tmperfeClion and 
degeneracy of the creatures, 

613. Religioo in a magiftrate ftrengthens his authori- 
ty, becaule it procures veneration, and gains a repute to 
it : and in all the afiairs of this world, fo much reputa^ 
tion is, indeed, fo much power. 

614. We often fwgive thofe that have injured us, but 
we can never pardon thoie we have injured. 

6 1 5. Cunning is neither a very good, nor a very bad 
quality ; it floats betwixt virtue and vice, and upon all 
occasions it may, nay, perhaps, it ought to be, improved 
by prudence. 

616. There is not a greater pefl in human fociety, 
dian a perverfe craft under the mafk of iimplicity. 

617. He that countenances, encourages, or abets mif- 
chief, does it. 

6 1 8. When the humours of the people are ftirr'd by 
difcontents, it is policy in a prince to give them mode- 
rate liberty to vent their fplccn. He that turns the hu- 
mour 
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mour back, makes the wound bleed inwardly, and fills 
the body with malignity. 

619. There wants nothing more to make a prince 
complcatly happy, than the fweetnefs of a private life. 
If any thing can make him amends for {o great a lofs, 
it muft be the charms oi friendflsip^ and fidelity d trae 
friends, 

620. There appear now in the world fome worthy 
and excellent men, whofe rare virtues, and eminent qua- 
lities, cail an incomparable brightnefs : They have nei- 
ther anceftors nor defcendants, but make up themfelves 
all their own pedigree, like thofe extraordinary apparfti* 
ens in the heavens, which we know not how they rife, 
or how they come to disappear. 

621. Kdegmatical tone is generally the effcft of great 
ignorance ; he that knows nothing, thinks he teaches 0- 
thers what he has learnt himfelf a moment before. On 
the contrary, he that knows much, does hardly think 
that what he fays can be unknown to other people, and 
fo he fpeaks with a kind of indifierence. 

622. Moiof ^'eateft depth andwifdcun have no in&l- 
Uble fecurity againfl making falfe fteps } but when the 
misfortune happens, you are not obftinately to maintain 
an abfurd choice, by a miftaken bravery, or the afperity 
of refentments that plunge you in frcfh precipices. Try 
to recover from error, there being commonly more merit 
in a dextrous difengagement from a labyrinth, than in the 
firft avoidance of a fault. We pity a man, whom the 
wretchednefs of his affairs, or unhappy circumflances have 
^difconcerted ; but we do not pity thofe that, by an unfca- 

O 3 fonabk 
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fonable obftinacy, give the finifliing ftroke to their own 
ruin, when they might eaiily reftore their matters by fol- 
lowing another condufl:. 

623. Good fucccfs is often owing to want of judgment ; 
for a nice difcretion keeps a man from venturing upon fe- 
veral attempts, which meer want of confideration makes 
ftequently turn to good account. 

624. Whofocvcr fpeaksagainft religion, deferves to be 
torn in pieces by the mob, whom he endeavours to un- 
chain. 

625. Time Arengthens friendfti'ip, and weakens love. 
6z6. If a man had arguments fufficient to perfuade 

him there is no God, as he has infinite to the contrary, 
yet the belief of fo bicft, fo kind, fo indulgent a being, 
is fo very neceflary to the quiet, comfort and fatisfe^ion of 
our lives, that a wife man would be tormented and grieved 
Xa quit fo pleating an error. 

627. The church of England generally preaches alca- 
lis, the Prerbytcrians acids : both may do well, according 
to the different conftitutions they meet j but the former 
feem to operate belt with men of fenfe, and the latter, with 
the mob. 

628. A man that enters the world, muft be induftri- 
ous, but not aifeded in difclofing his abilities ; the beft 
way is to obferve a gradation, for the floweft fteps to 
grcatnefe are the moft fccure, but fwift rifes are often at- 
tended with precipitate fulls, and what is fooneft got is 
generally fliorteft in the pofleffion. 

629. Flattery will never be out of date, fo long as 
there arc knaves to give it, and fools to take it. 

630. Satire 
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630. Satire and inveaives are the ealieft kinds of wit, 
almoft any degree of it will ferve to abufe or find ftult; 
ior wit is a keen inftrument, and every one can cut and 
gjlh with it J but to carve a beautiful image, and to po- 
lilh it, requires great art and dexterity j a little wit, 
and a great deal of ill nature, will fumifb a man with 
fatire, but the greateft inftance of wit is to commend well. 

63 1 . To boaft of virtue, is a moft ridiculous way of 
difappointing the merit of it, but not by much fo pitiful 
and mean, as that of being afham'd of it. 

632. Nothing elder than God, greater than fpace, 
quicker than fpirjt, ftronger than neccffity, or wifer than 
time, which makes all men fo that obferve it. 

633. Thzjiudious men, while they continue heaping 
up in their memories the cuftoms of pall ages, fall infen- 
fibly to imitate them, without any manner of care how 
fuitable they are to time and things. In the ancient au- 
thors, which they turn over, they find defcriptions of 
virtues more perfedl than indeed they were : The go- 
vernments are reprefented better, and the ways of life 
pleafanter than they deferved. Upon this, thefe bookijh 
wifemen ftrait compare what they read with what they . 
fee; and here beholding nothing fo heroically tranfcen- 
daiit, becaufe they are able to mark all the fpots^ 
as well as beauties of every thing that is fo clofe to 
their fight, they prefently begin to defpife their own 
times, to exalt the paft, to contemn the virtues, and ag- 
gravate the vices of their country ; not endeavouring to 
amend them, but by fuch examples as are now unpradH- 
cable, by reaibn of the alteration oi men and manners. 

634. A 



■yGoogk 



:joa yf Collection of 

634. A peace cannot be laftlng, except the condidons 
of it be. rcafonable and honourable to both parties ; for 
no people can live contented under fuch a law, as forces 
them to loath the ftatc wherein they are. 

635. A king, who never gave his fubjefb a caufe of 
^iflatis£i£tioa> can never trail them too £u- ; whereas a 
prince who has once render'd himfelf fufpcAed, will do 
well not to truft them at all : Queen Elizabeth juftifics 
the firft J and King Charles the Ift, and James the lid, 
the latter. 

636. A principal fruit of friendfhip, is the eafe and 
'difcharge of the fiilneis. and fwellings. of the heart, 
which are caus'd by paflions of all kinds. We know 
•difeafes of ftoppings and fuffocatlons ^^e the moil dan- 
gerous in the body, and it is not much otherwile in the 
.mind, 

637. With three forts of people it is not prudence to 
contradt friendfliip, viz. the ungratefiU man, the blab» 
and the coward ; the firft cannot fet a true value on our 
favours, the fecond cannot keep our fecrets, and the third 
dares not vindicate our honour. 

638. Hatreds are generally fo obftinate and fuUen, that 
the greateft iign of death in a lick body, is his defire of 

■ l)eing reconciled to his enemies. 

639. Luxury and delicacy of manners in a Hate are 
infallible fymptoms of its declenfion ; for when men are 
fo over -curious and nice in their own concerns and in- 
tereft, the good of the publick is generally negledlcd. 

•64a. Princes and their miniflers have their natures 

^ome- 
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fomcthing like the cckllkl budics, tliey have much fplen- 
dor, hilt no reft. 

64 1 . To fight with cuflom is folly ; Findar l^iys, cuftom 
is kinr, <^t all men, it bearing univerlal fway, and is of 
thjt infinuating nature, that it converts into a beautifuV 
fliape, apparel, diet, geftures, opinions, and even fins,, 
that to a ftranger feem deformed and ugly. 

642. Let thofe that abound in the conveniences of life,, 
give a new guft to their happinefs, by con^paring it with 
the ilate of the neceflitous y and let the thoughts of others 
misfortunes, make them more delicioolly enjoy the feli- 
city they poflcfs. 

643. He is truly miferable who difquiets himfelf with^ 
the profpeiS of future evils. It is an abyfs fo profound^ 
that it is enough to make one giddy to look down the pre* 
cipice. To make ufc of the preftntgood, is an excellent 
fecret ; not but that a man ought to be prepared againft 
all the different accidents of life, for this may in fome 
meafure protect him from the infutts of fortune ; no ca- 
lamity can happen to us, when once we have a fufHcient 
fiind of patience and reafon to overcome it. 

644. In the morning I love to converfe with the dead,, 
at noon with the living, and at night with myfelf. 

645. Have a care of making any man your friend' 
twice, except the rupture was by your own miftake. 

646. Friendfliip improves happinefs, and abates mife- 
fy, by doubling our joys, and dividing our grief. 

647. Truth is only agreeable to the -virtuous, and it is 
no fmall refleftion on princes and great men, that fnw of 
them can bear to hear it. 

648. The 
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'648. The name oi friends is commonly given to fuch 
as are linked by any tyes of conianguinity, affinity, intereft, 
mutual obligations^ acquaintance, and the like : but thefe 
are fuch friendjhips (if they may be called fo) as are al- 
ways contrafted with a tacit refervc of intereft on both 
fides, and feldom laft longer than the profpcrity of either 
party, and during, that/ are frequently renounced upon 
Hight difobligations, or languifti and die of themfelves. 

649. . It is not in the power of calumny and envy, to 
blaft the dignity of a wife and honeft man. The princi-. 

_ples of good and evil are as firm as the foundations of 
the earth, and never had any man living the face yet to 
make an openproiefiion-of wickednefs in its own name ; 
not but that men of vicious lives and converfations have 

.&)and put w&y« of impofing- their corruptions and infir- 
mities upon' the world for virtues, and "under 'falfe fcm- 
blances and colours. 

650. There is no fufficient court of judicature againft 

.the venom of flander; for though you punifh the author, 

■■yet you cannot wipe off the calumny. 

6$ I . Cujlom is the plague of -wife men, and the idol oi fools. 
■ 652. Great mens honour ought always to be rated by the 
methods they employ to carry on and aiCtomplifii their 

'defies.- ' • -, 

653. I dare affirm, notwithftanding the many harangues 
made by a generation of men upon the corruptions of 
human nature, -could all mankind lay a true claim to that 
eftimate they pafs upon themfelves, there would be little 

m no difference between lapfed and perfe<5t humanity, and 

God 
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God might again review his image, with a paternal com- 
placency, and ftill pronounce them good. 

654. Poverty never meets the thinking and induftrious. 

655. In your woril eftate hope, in the beft fear, and 
in all be circumfpetft. 

656. Praife from an enemy is the mofl: plcafing of all 
commendations. 

6^7. We are not fillily to give credit to thofe that flatter 
us, nor yet rudely to reje<£t the compliments they make, 
when we think we deferve them ; this £ille modefly is 
little lefs difgtif^l than a £?oli{h vanity. It requires great 
art and delicacy to feafon praiies well, but there is alfo a 
way of receiving them, when they are juft, that does not 
offend modefty. Praife is a fort of tribute paid to real 
worth, and it Is neither aifeAedly to be reje^ed, nor too 
eagerly courted, if wc would not be the property of thofc 
that give it, who prepare their way, by this allurement, to 
obtain whatever they deiire, when once you are intoxicated 
with their incenfe. 

658. God feldom fends a grievance without a remedy, 
or at leait' fuch a mitigation as takes away a great part of 
the iling and fmart of it. 

659. As every fin is a degree of danger, fo every well em- 
ployed opportiinity is a degree of return to hope and pardon. 

6j6o. The conqueft of paflion gives ten times more hap' 
pincfs than we reap from the gratification of it ; for curb- 
ing our defires is the greatefr glory we can arrive at in this 
world, and will- be mofr reward^ in the next. 

661. Familiarity in inferiors, is faucinefs > in fuperiors, 
conde&enfion. 

P 662. Si- 
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662. Silence in company, if not dulnefs, or modefty, 
js obferration, or difcretion. 

663. We muft not have an infipid complaiiance for all 
that others iay, and fulfomely applaud without diftindlion j 
diverHty of opinion is fomttimes neceflary to quicken 
convcriation. 

664. Though an aflion appear never fo bright and glo- 
rious in itfelf, it is not to be accounted great, if it be not 
the effefl: of wifdom and defign. 

665. One reafon why we find fo very few men of 
fenfe, and agreeable coreoerfatkn^ is, diat almoil every 
body's mind is more intent upon what he himfelf has a 
mind to fay, than upon making pertinent repliei to what 
the reft of the company fay to him. The more ingemoua 
and compUiJant fort go no &rther than pretending to 
hearken attentively, when, at the fame time, a man may 
plainly fee that both their eyes, and their mind, are ro- 
ving from what is fatd to them, and pofting back again ta 
what they long to be at themfelves ; not confidenng, that 
to feek one's own pkafure fo very paflionatcly, can never 
be the way either to pleafe, or perfuade others ; and that 
diligent attention^ and proper repartees^ arc the two per- 
feSiions that accompUlh a man for company, 

666. When ill men take up a fit of kindneis all of a 
fudden, and appear to be better naturcd than ufual, it is 
good difcretion to fufpedt fraud, and to lay their words, 
and their praflices, together ; for there are no fnares fo 
dangerous, as thofe that are laid for us under the name 
of good offices. 

667. Moft fops think they are coiuted and followed 

for 
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for their good company, when, in reality, it is only for 
the iake of ridiculing their defeats, which they themfelves 
'do not perceive, and others do. 

668. If I commend one that all the world knows does 
not deferve it, I muft either pafs for a fool or a hypocrite. 

669. Long life is a great bleffing, in that it gives time 
leave to vent and boil away the difqutetudes and turbu- 
lencies that follow our paffions, and to wean ourfelvcs 
gently from carnal afFeiftions, and then at lafl to drop with 
«afe and willingnefs, like ripe fruit from a tree. 

670. A man ihould iludy the tafte of others, to be able 
to inlinuate himfelf into them, that the advice he gives 
may have its effetft, without difgufting. 

671. Honour is a divine reward appointed for virtue, 
which men of vicious minds cannot enjoy j though they 
mayhaveavain name for a time, yet it ihall end in ignoniiny. 

672. To divide glory j&om virtue, is to deprive the fun 
of its light. 

673. Meet baOifiilnefs, without merit, is aukardj me- 
rit, without modeily, infolent ; modeft merit has a double 
claim to acceptance, and generally meets with as many 
patrons as beholders. 

674. When Pericles the Mbenian had in a publick 
fpeech dire&ed himfelf to the feveral ranks and orders of 
hts countrymen, he then addreffed himfelf to his female 
audience thus : *' I Qiall advife you in a few words; afpire 
only to thofe virtues that are peculiar to your fex, follow 
your natural modcfly, and think it your greateft commen- 
dation not to be talked of one way or another." 

675. Flato^ when he faw one over indulgent to him- 

P 2 fctf 
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felf by too much delicacy and nicenels, aflced him, what 
he meant by making his prifon fo ftrong, by thus vi^ual-^ 
ing and encouraging his mortal enemy ? 

676. In- all actions, aim at excellence; that man will 
fail at kf^/ that allows himfelf one finfiil thought ; he 
that dares to be wicked Ibr his advantage, will be always 
fo, if his intereft requires it. 

677. Get wifflom, get underftanding, and pradife vir- 
tue ; for if you arc fo bleft to have thefe for your portion, 
it is not furer that there is a God, than it is, that by hira. 
all neceOary truths fhall be revealed to you. 

678. Can the imagination of a man form a ftrot^er 't- 
mage of a life or adion, than by comparing it to a race ? 
and how can he hope to finiOi his coorfe with glory, that 
lags, and pfefles not forward to obtein-theprize? There 
is not one chriflian virtue to which the vice of idlenefi 
is not entirely contrary. Faith, hope, charity, vigilance, 
and mortification, are tnconfiftent with it, and the confe- 
quence is, that it muft be a damning fin. All thofe vir- 
tues animate and invigorate the mind, whereas idlenefs en- 
feebles and fetters it; thole principles are pure, ftrift, 
and (evere; idlenefs iS' foft and . indulgent ; the one railcs 
and e^lCs the foul, the o^rdebafesanctdepreiTes it;, and 
though it has great pretences to innocence and inerit, its 
beginning is in fin, and its end in inlamy and perdition : 
ftupidity, ignorance, kvity, and fenfuality, are its com- 
panions % and as harmlefs and fimple as it appears, it i^ 
of all vices, the moft pernicious and dangerous. 

679. Being abfent from what we Iffoe, is a good, in 
comparifon of living with what yitbaie. . 

(fio. No 
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680. No man is apt to envy the merit of another, that 
has Any of his own to truft to. 

68-1. A beroe, according to the notion I have of him* 
is fit for notliing l»it war ; whereas, a ^reat nmn is fit for 
any. thing indifferently, whether it be the gown, the 
/word,. the clofet, or the court; ye^ both thefe, together, 
are hot worth a gixd man, 

682.'It.is the iayingof a great man, " That if we could 
trace our defcents, we ihould find all ilaves to come from 
princes, and allpriiices fix>mflaves:" but J%r/an^ has turn- 
ed all things topfy-turvy, in a long ieries of revolutions. 
Bat it matters not whence we come, but what we are; 
nor is the glory of our predecefifors any mcH-e to our ho- 
nour, than the wickednefs of their poAierity is to their fliame. 

683. The preis is dangerous in a defpotic government; 
but in a five «>untry may be very ufeful, as long as it is 
under no corre&ion ; ibr it is of great confequence, that 
the people fhould be informed of every thing that con- 
cerns them } and without printing, fuch knowledge could 
not circulate either fo eafily or fo iafl: ; and to argue a- 
gainfl: any branch of liberty fi-om the ill uie that may be 
made of it, is to argue agaJnft liberty ttfelf^ fince aH is 
capable of being abufed. Nor can any part of freedom 
be more important, or better ^ortb contending for, (bait 
that by which the fpirit of it is preferved, fupported, and 
diifufed. By this appeal to the judgment of the people, 
we lay fome refrraint upon thofe miniAers, who may have 
fr>und means to fecure tJKiu&lves from any other lefs in- 
corruptible tribunal : and fure they have no reafon to com- 
plain, if the publick exercifes a right which cannot- be 

denied. 
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denied, without avowing, that their condudl will not bear 
inquiry ; for though the bcft adminiftration may be attack- 
ed by calumny, I can hardly believe it would be hurt by it. 

684. Some women care not what becomes of their ho- 
nour, fo they may fecure the reputation of their wit. 

685. The charai^er of a player was tn&moos amongll 
the Romans^ but with the Greeks honourable. What is our 
opinion ? We think of them like the Romans, and live 
with them like the Greeks. 

686. The branding of one truth, imports more difrc- 
pute, than the broaching ten errors; thefe being only lapfes 
in the fearch of new reafon, without which there can 
be no addition to knowledge; that, murdering of it. 

687. In thy apparel avoid fingularity, foppery, and pro- 
fufenefs. Can any thing expofe a man more to contempt, 
than toappear in fuperfluities when he wants neceHkriesP 
Be not too early or precifcly in the fafiiion, nor too long 
out of it ; when cuilom has civilized it, it becomes de- 
cent, till thenj ridiculous ; decency is the midway betwixt 
aifedtation and negligence : avoid morofenefs and punifluali- 
ty, as the two poles of pride. 

688. As thofe are the beft hives of bees that are moft 
unquiet, fo are thofe confciences the beft, that are fo ten- 
der, as to be uneafy and unquiet at the firft apprchcnfion 
or approach of evil. Doubts and fears, like thiftles, are 
bad in themfelves, but figns of good ground. He whofe 
iaith had never any doubt, has reafon to doubt whether 
ever he had any faith : fiiith, without repentance, is pre- 
fumption ; repentance, without faith, defpair. 

689. WhofoevcT takes from his neighbour his good 
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name, befides the iin he commits, is bound to make re- 
paration, though different, according to the diverfity of 
the flanders ; for no man can enter into heaven with other 
mens goods, and amongft all exterior goods, that of a 
good name is moft precious. 

690. It is a fad thing when men have neither wit e- 
nough to fpeak well, nor fenfe enough to hold their 
tongue; this is the foundation of all impertinence. 

69 1 . Wife men are the better and politer for travelling, 
but fools the worfe. 

692. It is very hard to hit a certain temper and medi- 
ocrity (rf" freedom with perfons above us, fo to be eaiy 
and plain with them, as to become an inftrument of their 
diverfion and entertainment, without being any way of- 
fenfive, on breaking in upon the honour and refpe£t due 
to their quality. 

693. jigreeabknefi is arbitrary, but beauty is fomething 
more real, and independent upon the palate and opinion. 

694. The difierence between an amorous lady, and a 
coquet^ is, that the firft is for being loved, and the other 
only for paffing for handfome and lovely : The one de- 
figns to engage us, and the other only .to pleafe us: the 
intriguing woman pafles from one amour to another fuc- 
ceffively, the coquet has fcveral amufements at once : pat 
iion and pleafure are predominant in the iirfl, and vanity 
and levity in the other. Gallantry is a weakneis of the 
heart, or, perhaps, a dcfc(ft of conftitution j but a coquetijb 
humour is an irregularity, or debauchery of the mind. 
To conclude, an amorous -woman makes herlelf to be fear- 
ed, and a coquet to be hated. 

695. It 
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695. It is ftrange to find in fome wcmem hearts ibtne- 
thing more quick and ftrong than the love of men ; I 
mean dmbitioHy and the pafGon of gaming: Such ico- 
aen make men chafte ; they have nothing of their fex 
but the petticoat. 

696. He is much more to be valued chat has got an e- 
Jlate by his Induftry, than he that has loft it by his neg- 
ligence. 

697. If at any time you are prelTed to do a thing hai^ 
tily, be careful; ^aud and deceit are always in haAe, 
diffidence is the right eye of prudence. 

698. A man in publick af^irs is like one at Tea, never 
in his own difpofal, but in that of winds and tides. 

699. Becaufe you find a thing very difficult, do not 
presently conclude that no man can mafter it j but what- 
ever you obferve [»^oper and praAicable by another, be- 
lieve likewifc within your power. 

700. As love of reputation is a darling paffion of great 
men, fo the defence of it, in this particular, is the bufinefe 
tof every man of honour and honeAy } we ihould run on 
fuch an occafion, as if a publick building was on fire, to 
the relief of it j and all who fpread or publilh any fuch 
deteAable pieces as traduce its merit, Should be uied 
like incendiariee. It is the common caule of our country 
to Support the reputation of thofe who preferve it againft 

. invaders, and every man is attacked in the perfon of that 
neighbour who deferves well of him. 

701. Ladies, fome of them of the firft quality, here- 
tofore, have been fo iar fi'om thinking it any abafement, 
to charge themfelves with the inftrufUon of their own 

chiU 
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chJlJrcni that, to their iminortal honour, they have made 
it part of their bufinefs to alTift in that of other people's, 
particularly thofe who were likely to be of confcqucnce to 
the commonwealth. I inflance only in the &mous Qr— 
nelia^ the mother of the Gracchi^ and j^urelia, the mo- 
ther of j^gujius^ who did this for the noblemen of Rome, 
to whom they had no relation, but that of their common 
country. Thefe high examples fiiould prevail with the 
ladies of our age (who call themselves chriftians) to em- 
ploy fome of their vacant hours, and pains, if not on o- 
thers, at leaft on dieir ovra o£&pring. 

702. There is no work defpicable, becaule it is mean ; 
if it be honeft and neceflary, it is honourable ; I am ren- 
dered important to the creation by ferving its neceflities. 
It has been mentioned, in old time, that princefles did not 
difdain the diilaff and needle. The golden age is painted 
as a paftoral one, when the kings of the earth tilled the 
ground, and the princes kept Iheep. 

703. They that are fo ridiculous as to value themfelves 
mcerly upon their quality^ do, in a manner, flight that 
very thing that gave them their quality^ fince it is only 
the w/»f of their anceftors that firft ennobled their blood, 

704. In the bufinels of war, it is a nice diitindion, 
that which is betwixt a keroe and a great man, fince all 
military virtues do equally contribute to the making of 
both. Nevertheless it may be faid;, that it is the charader 
of the firft, to be young, bold, daring, refolute, and fear- 
lefs. amidft the greateft dangers; and that the other's 
chief qualifications are, a great judgment, a fagacioas 
ibrocaft, a vaft abili^, and a cohfummate experience. 
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'j^xander was perhaps but a herse^ but Cafar was a great 
loan. 

705. Phihfepby caffly conquers and triumphfi orer paji 
«nA future evils; but Xhi&prejint ones triumph over pbt- 
hfiphy. 

job. The PbihJbpberSj and Seneca among the reft, did 
not remove men's faults by their precepts, but only im- 
proved them by the fctting up of pride ; fo that their vir- 
tues (as a fether of the church has it) were bat gHiterin^ 
vices. 

707. Natural things never fadate : who was ever weary 
of looking on fields, rivers, flowers, heavens, &c? But 
artificial things, 24 pi^ares, gardens, hou&a, and the like,. 
glut wil^ two at three times looking on them. 

708. Sftong defrcs are commonly attemled with fears- 
propeolfioBaMe. Let a man- defire wHStntt, and if he 
«Ree get that wiihj it is likely he may never be trouUecf 
with another. 

70^ Pi<^ hearing i« was afiert«d by fome persons, that 
be was a very bad man ; '" I ihall take care, laid he to live 
fl:^ that no body flioll believe 6bem." 

7 1 o. NoAing beftow9 Jo- much- beauty on a woman, as^ 
modeftyj even Femts heriHf plfeafes moft, when (he ap- 
pears in a figure wididrawnig herfelf from the eyes of die. 
bcholdcrSj in a Ihy, retiring pofture. 

71 1. Life is otherwife in God', than in the creatures > 
in hun originally, m them derivatively > oue Y\& is in him, 
but his is in htmielf, 

712. Anger is one of the paflions which is occaiioned 
by furprize j. for a man is not angry at a common thing,, 

and 
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and to whidi he is accullomed ; for this reafon, the dearer 
thofe are to U6, that put us in a painon,the more violent it is, 

713. It dUgufis muoh to talk low in converfsUJon ) fuch 
AS are excluded thele myfteries, have reason to think you 
talk of theoi> or eUe deTpJie them. 

714. Sckinon always ufed the wotdfool as a tenn of 
the iame lignificatioa with un/i^, and makes all deviation 
tiom goodne^, and virtue, to come under the notion cf folly. 

715. Thoie who are apt to blaibn others ^Its, Qasw 
they have either little coniidcred theif own, or ellie £ad 
them h greats that they ace forced to the art of reverHon, 
and feek in the in&my of others, to drown dieu: own. 

716. A decent at^ion as preachii^ is very commend- 
able ; it being certain that the lifelefs, tnotionlefs ge£bure 
of the generality of preachers, is the occafion that many 
of their fermons mifs (^ their iobended efk&. 

7 17. Every author almaft hae fome beauty or Wemifli 
remarkable in his ftile } and every reader a peculiar taAe 
-of books, as well as me^s : fome a&&. a grave, fome a 
florid ftife ; fome eaiincls and plaiooe^, others ilrength 
and politenefs ; but the focret of writing, is the mixing 
all the& in fo juA a proportion, that every one may taile 
what he likes, without being dilgufled at its contrary. 

718. Volatilenefs of thought is very pernicious to true 
ii:ience ; it is a £iult which people of warm imagioatioDS, 
and aftive fpirits are apt to fall into j fuch a temper is rea- 
dily difpofcd to receive errors, and well qualified to pro- 
pagate them, efpecially if volubility of fpeech be joined to it. 

719. The great miftake of fome noblemen^ is, that they 
look upon their nobiUty as a charader given them by nature, 

Q^ 720. There 
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720. There is no condldqii that docs not &t n^U upon 
a wife man } Sot this reafon> I ihall never quarrel with 
a pbilofopber for living in a pala<x, but fhall, at the ikme 
time, not excufe him, if he cannot content himfelf with 
a cottage. I Ihall not be fcaodalifed to behold him in the 
apparel of kings, provided he has not their ambition. 

721. By looking back into hiftory, and confidering the 
&te and revolutions of government, you will be able to 
draw a gucls, and almofl prophefy upon the future } for, 
things paji^ prefent, and to comcy are ftrangely uniform, 
and (^ a colour, and are c«nmonly caft in the Umt mould ; 
fo that, upon the matter, &rty years o£ human life may 
fcrve for a &mple of ten thoiriand. 

722. To be afraid of tUatb^ is to be long a dying. 

723. The difficulty is not fo great, to die for a frien^ 
as to find a friend worth dying for. 

724. It is a dangerous thing in aU commonwealths, 
by continual punifhments, to hold the minds of fut^ciSs 
in fufpicion j for men ever fearing their ruin, will, like 
thofe in defpair, refolve to lave themfclves any way, and 
fo attempt innovations. All capital executions ought 
therefore ta be done fuddenly, fo to fecure the mindt 
of men from further cruelties. 

725. h is ill logick to argue from particulars to gene- 
rals ; and where the premifes are lingular, to conclude u^ 
niverfally. 

726. Privileges founded upon private laws, only, are 
neither to be pleaded nor granted in bar to the publick 
fefety, which is the fupreme law. 

727. Nothing fo wina upon the obAinate, and meks the 
. . moil 
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moft: obdurate minds, like mild and gentle ufage ; eren 
iilence, when it (hews fubmtffion and not fullennefs, is 
more apt to perfuade, than angry arguments uTed in op- 
po&ion. There is an unaccountable force in meeknefs, 
patience, and forbearance j. they excite a icnfc of fhame, 
gratitude, and honour. 

728.. The very beft way to make your children lore 
and rcfpedt you when you arc old, is to teach them abfo- 
lutc obedience when they are young, that being the firft 
virtue a child is capable of. Certainly nothing links deeper,. 
Of takes fafter root in the mind of a man, than thoic rules 
and precepts learned when a child. Solon made a law, 
that thofe parents Ihould neither be relieved nor regarded 
in their old age by their children, who<took no care,.by 
a good and virtuous education in dieir youth, to inilruft 
them in all the principles of their duty. Socrates fays, 
he that makes his fon worthy of efteem, . by giving him 
a tiberal education, has a iar better title to hie obediencc- 
and duty, than he that gives him a large eftate without it;. 

729.. Revealing fecrets is, by Sir Richard Steek^ called 
a diabetic paflion, a kind of incontinence of the mind^ 
that retains nothing ; . perpetually, and almoft infcnfibly; 
evacuating, all. • 

730. If, by concealing one man's &uk, I be injurious 
to another, I alTume the guilt I conceal ; and by the lawsj 
both of God and man, am judged an accellary. 

731. Men of great and elevated fptrlts have fufFeringr 
and enjoyments peculiar to themfelves. 

732. All men are naturally geod^ when no rcfpc<i (rf 
profit or pleafure draws them to become, m/j but tho 

cormp— 
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corruption of this world, and our frailty is fuch, as eadly, 
and often for our particuJar interell, we incline to the 
worfl: } which was the cauie that wife lawgivers ibund out 
rewards and puniftmtents^ the one to invite men to be good, 
the other to deliver them &om being «vil. 

733. In a ftate divided by it&s, and pactice, the kader 
of any iide is able to kindle civil war, yet be is- unable to 
moderate the vi<^ory : ibr to Air up feditions and troubles, 
the worH: man commonly bears the ftrc^e j but peace and 
quictnefs are only fettled by men of rare gifts, and exoeUent 
virtue. 

734. Marriage, that fhouldbe a foufitani of all fole^ngs 
and enjoyments, proves often, by the difpofitioD of a man's 
fortune, a hea\^ burden that crushes him down : It is 
then that a wife and children are a ftrong temptation to 
deceit and unaccountable gains \ and that a man finds him- 
felf betwixt two very extremes, knavery and indigence. 

735. The reafon why women have a greater fliare in 
fiate intrigues in France, than dicy generally have in Eng- 
land, is, becaufe France is governed by men, and England 
by laws i the former they know how to manage, the lat- 
ter they are not bred to underftand. 

736. jl^man that has no good quality but courage, is 
in a very ill way towards making an agreeable figure in 
the world, becaufe that which he has fuperior to other 
people, cannot be exerted, without raifing himfelf ene- 
mies; (the fatirift is in the fame condition). To know bare- 
ly how to ilaughter men, to be better fkilled than others 
in rooting out fociety, and dcflroying nature, is to excel 
in a very &tal fcienee, 

737. Chil- 
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737. Children that are not fenfible of fliame, are for 
the moft part pMVerlc, lU-natur'd, and indocible ; on the 
contrary, balhfiil children arc moft commonly obfer- 
red to be very tovrtifdfy and dilciplinable % ^t to Icam, 
and eaUly taught. 

738. CoTetoufneis is either an unlawfi^ defirc of what 
is ntuie of our own, or a too greedy delight in what is Jb. 

739. What i^niiies pcaife to tfcm that are above it ? 
Troth itielf, in a dedication, is Ukc an honeft man in a 
dii^uile, or Ttfor tnafijue, and will appear a cheat by be- 
ing drefled To like one. A man is no more in reafon ob- 
l^ed for his pt£hire ia a dedication^ than to thank a painter 
fer that on a fign-poft ; except it be a le& injary to touch 
dw moft iacred part oiT him in his charader, than t& 
make free witfar the coontenance only. 

740. Thingi^ read- loTe ten ^ow&nd bcailtiss which 
<hey have wlien ^olaen-; they have not that fpirit and !!&,. 
but look Aiff^ and dead ; are not fo free and natui^, nor 
appear with: that fort of grace, fpirit and alFeAiony 
that things which are fpeken do. 

741. Wtmten engage then&lves to the men by the £1- 
Tours they granc them > mm^ on the contrary, difengage 
them&Ures irom the iwuBsn by the iowours they receive. 

742:. h- wonuai thafl has. bus (Hie gaUant,. diinks herfelf 
t» be no co^et;. Sae. thotr has icvoralv conchides herfelf 
no moKi tftsui a- co^t^ 

743. Women complain' of their lovers inconftaney 
without peafon. Tlieiiiinunours, their feces^ their charms, 
. ^ily chwgs : ^/Uhy Jiiauki men. bo debarred the iame 
prinlbge? 

744. Love 
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744. Lvoe is the raoft unaccountable of all paffions, 
for it is never fo violent, but one unexpefted aftion may 
turn it to hatred. 

745. It is the part of a prudent man to be moderate 
in good fortune. A brave retreat is as great as a brave 
enterprizc. When a man has aited great exploits, he 
ought to fecure the glory of them, by drawing off in 
time. The more prolperitics croud one upon another, 
the more flippcry they are, and ful^cfl to a reverfc. 
Fortune is weary to carry one and the iame man always 
upon hw fhoulders. 

746. The women would fein ky the feults of their 
condudl at the men's doors : They tell us, they would 
not fin^ if we did not tempt them : We anfwer, we 
ihould not tempt them, if they did not invite us. 

747. What contributes to make the fprtng time of our 
life uncapable of the advantages of a true and folid 
fticndfliip, is, that young men, generally fpeaking, hate 
even the very idea of virtue ; that name gives them as 
much horror as its contrary pleafes them ; and as they 
look upon its rewards to be only in reverfion, they con- 
clude that it is time ill fpent to fct up for wifdom, and 
to confult reafon, when they ihould indulge their fenfcs. 

748. The belief of a God is the beft foundation of 
^all pleafures, and an intire dependence on him never fuf- 

fcrs a man to be without fatisfaftion in profperity, nor 
comfort in adverfity. A well regulated mmd does not 
only tafte delights in the enjoyment of any good it re- 
ceives, but it alfo difcovers dainties in .it, to thank its 

bene- 
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benefedtor for , and every refleftion it makes upon them 
affords new matter for fatisfefilon. 

749. Examine, as long as you pleafe, the goods of the 
world, and you will always find them much more defirable 
than really they are, till you have enjoyed them. Examine 
likewife all the evils, and you will ftitl find them to be 
feared, beyond what they ought to be, till you have made 
the experiment. 

750. No man is obliged to think beyond his capacity, 
and we never tranfgrefs the brainds of good fenfe, but 
when we aim to go beyond it. 

751. No man defpifes honour, but he that defpairs of it. 

752. They that will obferve nothing in a wife man, but 
his overfights and follies j nothing in a good man, but 
his ^tilings and infirmities, may make a fhift to render a 
very wife and good man very defpicable. If one ihould 

■ heap together all the paflionate fpeeches, all the fi-oward 
and imprudent adions of the beft man, all that he had 
faid or done amifs in his whole life, and prefcnt it all at 
one view, concealing his wifdom and virtues, the man 
in this difguiie would look like a madman ac fiiry ^ and 
yet if his life were iairly reprefented, and juft in the fame 
manner it was led, and his many and great virtues fet 
overagEunft his infirmities and filings, he would appear, 
to all the world, an admirable and excellent perfon : but 
how many and great foever a man's ill qualities are, it is 
but jufl that, with all this heavy load of faults, he ithould 
have his due praife of the few and real virtues that are 
in him. 

753. Wifdom requires three things; knowledge to 

R dif- 
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difcero, judgment to weigh, and refolutlon to deter- 
mine. 

754. A paffionate cxpreffion is often forgiven, but rail- 
lery in cqpl bl^c^. °ever, it ^ing a %e iigti of want of 
eflsem. 

75£. The wit of man does moie naturally vent itf^ in 
iatlre and ceniure, than in praife and panegyric 

756. Grant a courtefy, if you intend it ^ al)^ wil^i^gT 
ly, and fpe? dUyt fbjr that dqqbles. it ; to I^eep long in 
fij^n*;?, is churliih j fop, ^y Ipog c«pc<aatic^ ;jbc ^g^^im 
to the favour dies. 

757. As it is n^oft pl^&nt to the eyq to ^vp an end- 
If^i^ j^rofpcA;^ fo it i$ an iifcpiv^iyaUe pl,^t^ife tp \ fifiite 
under^an^ing, tp yieiff unlimited e^peUencies, ^^b. I^v<; 
^either l^o^es. oof bounds : Uipuj^ it cannot polIUily com- 
^ehend thein, yet di^ i; 9a i^if^a^lf, pl^a^e in, ^dju^ 

758. X^nmJ*ftX9f pr^cK is ^nftiscd as, pride,; th?i^ 
£f i|i^, ba^?^ > 4 V^^^A ^ E^P^ ^9^^. them npt ; i^ 
i^tjoiiliar, they i9qrn them y if o^ko^ly, opthi^ will 
c^Uge. them ; if prudent^ ^^!}tle an^ cc^^ ;. if ^ee and 
ingenuous, improvident : all thpir ^frfxi& and a£Ucyi5. receive 
341 ill interpretatiop ; if cppt^ro;^ they are ai^bltipys,} 

if ESJ^^.'r*!?!?^. ?9w^4s i '4. '*??3j, pro^ig^ i '4 yn^i^^t; 

cpv^tQUS ; if valian^ ra£b, ^c. 

759. Great a^ iqgen^pos fpici^ ^ C^<r^ ^/^' 
bcoughf to rcpenfanp^ by % %ife of i^rcy, tfian of ^xf% ; 
i9C teiTor begets a ijtupi/ying fear, which dams ^^ %>£¥. 
up all the pal^ges to and from the foul, and niadft tjif: 
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wretch in the gofpel f^d ipeechleti and amazed atChrUl's 
demand> whereas mercy opens the heart, and melts it. 

760. He that credits an ill report, is almoft as crinu- 
nal as the firll inventor of it. 

761. They who ofteneft meet with infimous deaths, 
are thofe who fooliftily fquandcr away their eftate, and 
ae ihamefiilly repair them. 

762. Humour, temper, education, and a thouland o- 
ther circumflances, create fo great a dii!efehce betwixt ^e 
&Vera1 palates of men, and their judgments upon inge- 
nious compofures, that nothing can be more chimerical 
and fooUfh in an author, than the ambition of a general 
reputation. 

763. If men of quality were as able to judge as they 
are to re^rard, it would be an advantage to their pnries, 
as Wd! as ihew ^'Cftutations. 

7B4. A fihc fece is the firieft of fights i and the voice 
of Her orie lovts, the fw^eteft harmony in the world. 

765. A woman will think herfelf flighted if ihe is hot 
courtcti, yit piretends to know herfelf too well to believe 
jfotir Bitfcry. 

766. There is a time when maids^ even thofe that have 
. the moft confiderable fortUiles, ought fcrioufly to think 

of beftowing themftlVfcs, left tHeii: refiifel of ihe firft of- 
fers be attchded ^ith a lbn| and bitter repeiitance. The 
reputation of theii* ricba docs generally dcpreafe with that 
erf their hraui'y j but, on tHfc cdhtrary, every thing is fa- 
votwable fo a ^oting /tfi^, ind riicri are content to heighten 
all the advantages that catt rtioft ftir up their paflion, and 
nidke her Worthy df thiit applications and defires. 

R 2 767. Love, 
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y6y. Love, in its infancy, lelTcns every fault j in its de- < 
clenllon, it not only aggravates them, but multiplies them. 

768. There is fomething which can never be learned, 
but in the company of the polite : the virtues of men are 
catching, as well as their vices j and your own obferva- 
tions, added to thefe, will foon dlfcover what it is that 
commands attention in one man, and makes you tired and 
difplcafed with the difcourfe of another. 

769. Some of the fethers lay, that St I'bomas's infi- 
delity has done the church more fervice than the hxih of 
all the other apoftles, it being an inconteftable proof of 
the rcfurretSion. 

770. Mercy, in particulars, is fometimes cruelty in the, 
general. 

771. The likelieft way to thrive b mcdiod in bulincfs, 
and never to do that by another that you can convenient- 
ly do yourfelf, and to defer not till to-morrow, what 
ought to be done to-day, and deipife not fmall things. 

772. Had I been a heathen, I believe I fliould have la- 
crificed to no other God or Godded but tmth and fi-iend-. 
fhip ; thofe would have been to me the king and queen 
of heaven. 

773. Every one makes Fortune his friend or foe, 
according to his good or bad conduct. 

774. As reconciling enemies is the work of God, fo fe- 
parating friends is the work of the devil. 

775. A prudent man will avoid talking much of any 
particular fcience for which he is remarkably &mousj be- 
iides the decency of the rule, it is certainly founded on 
good policy. A man who talks of any thing he is already 

famous 
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for, has little to get, but a great deal to lofe } he who Is 
fometimes iilent on a fubjeft where every one is fatlsfied 
he could fpeak well, will often be thought no lefs know- 
ing in other matters, where perhaps he is wholly ignorant. 

776. Let all young people forbear the ufc of much 
wines and ftrong drinks, as well as fpiced and hot meats j 
for they introduce a preternatural heat into the body, and 
at laft hinder and obilru£t, if not at length extinguifh 
the natural. 

777. Nothing is more iilly than the pleafure fome peo- 
ple take, in what they call fpeaking their minds. A 
man of this make will fay a rude thing for the meer 
pleafure of faying it, when an oppofite behaviour, full 
as innocent, might have preferved his friend, or made his 
fortune. 

778. It is virtue that makes the mind invincible, and 
places us out of the reach of fortune, though not out of 
the malice of it. When Zeno was told that all his goods 
were drowned, Why then, 6id he, Fortune has a mind 
to make me a philofopher ; nothing can be above him 
that is above fortune ; no infelicity can make a wife man 
quit his ground. 

779. Cuflom, without reafon, is no better than antient 
error. 

780. Railleries are not good, unlefe they be lively and 
foil of ^t i the length enervates and fpoils them. 

781. We maytruly fay of happioefsj philofophers feck 
it, divines find it, butthe religious, only, enjoy it. 

782. He cannot rightly judge of pleafure, that never 
tafted pain. 

783. He 
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^83. He that is in an error cannot rightly juflify him- 
felfi but by immediately forfaking it % that yielding Ig glo- 
rious, and to be overcome by truth, honourable. 

784. Fly the company of thofe who are given to detrac- 
tion ; to hear them patiently, is criminal, and to (hew the 
leaft countenance of encouragement, is to putake of 
their guilt, and to promote them to a condBuance cf it; 

785. Fortune commonly makes hafte in thb proQ)eHgr 
or adverfity of princes. 

786. Wit is only to be valued as it is applkid, ftiidu very 
pernicious when accompanied with vice. 

787. The modes and cuftoms rf thtS world are fo en- 
gaging and bewitching, that thty are the firft that fools 
leam, and the laft that wife men forfdke. 

788. It is the bufinefs of a true critic to difcover bean- 
ties as well as blemilhes, and, by a dde bolkndhg of both, 
to pals a found judgment on the whole. 

789. People that have a great deal of wit thetftfelves, 
are apt to over-rate the leaft appearance of it in others } 
and thofe that have noble fouls of theit 6wn, coramonly 
form their ideas of others accordingly. 

796. We ought to fear no other misfortunes but thofe 
diat are infeparable from our fins \ it is ImpofTiUe to be 
unhappy and innocent. A peaceable confcience fills the 
foul with tranquillity. 

79 1 . Hope is the mifcrable man's God, tlw vitel heat 
of the mind, afi adtive and vigorous principle, furnifhed 
with light and heat, to advife and extciite j it fets thfc 
head and heart at work, and animates a m&n t6 do his 
utmoft ; it is fometimes fo fprightly and rewarding a qua- 
lity. 
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lity> that the ple^ure of expcAation exceeds that of fiui- 
tion ; it refines upon the rules of nature, and paints be->- 
yood the life ; and when reality is thus outfhined by the 
iottgination, fiiccefs is a kind of di&ppointment, and to 
hope is better than to hay«. 

792. ^eafures, precedod by the greatcft difficulties, are 
the moft fenfible. 

793. As the fweeteit rofe grows upon the- ftarpeft 
prickle, fo the hardeA labours bring Ibrth the fweeteft 
profit; no pleaf\iFe is d«ued to the painlul perfon, by ufe 
and laboHr a mm n^y be brought to a new nature. 

794. Thwe kldoqi lodges other than a mean and fee- 
ble mind in an efiSuninate- and t«d«r body, labour co- 
agulates and flrengthens the tniad, while lazinels loolens 
4»d «6r«avpatea Bt. 

7{15- ^KKc ouc pesSoaa are not of our own forming, and 
^ig^ i^iftCtpd.tl^ made i^,and not weourfelves} when they 
z^Pffg^ d^e^ve, it is a laudable fortitude, neither to be 
Une^fynofabaflie^ with the ccvifcioufneis of imperfections, 
whiiQh we cannot help, and in which there is no guilt, 
and, con^qiMntly, no ihame. Thoygh in the old tefta- 
atpn% eT^re^ nptice be taken of the beauty of fcTeral per- 
Ibj^, yet, i9 the new, no mention is made of one ; not 
tli%t ^y \K90ted. otUward accomptiibments, but the in- 
vw4i h vdMt- the gofpel ha^ chieily reccHnmended. SO' 
crates^ ^vi^ youth, to confismpjate tb^nfelres in a glafs, 
tlH& ifi haodfoinfi* they m^ do noting unworthy of their 
glociouft finxn j and if othenviie, they may mend them- 
^■vea. wit^ victue, and wlfdooi, the ttve ornamente of the 

fou]> 
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foul, without which the^brighteft body is not b> be «- 
{teemed as fuch. 

796. The beft way of reprehending thofe that commit 
miftakes, is to do it in general, without any dired. ad- 
dreiTes to the perfon that has forgot himfelf, to Ipare him 
the confiilion ; this indirect way more efieftually gains its 
point, bccaufc it reproves without the £harpnefs of a re- 
primand. If the fault be of no confequenoe, it is better 
to feem ignorant of it than to cenfure it -, but if it be of 
that nature, that we are obliged in duty, decency, and 
friendlhip, to admonifh him that is guil^ of it, it ought 
to be done with all the foftneis and precaution poflfble. 

797. He who reprehends otbns, ought to be of an un- 
blameable conversation himfelf. 

798. The greateft Iove,and the greateft hatred, are caufed 
by religion j nothing is more to be admired, and nothing 
more to be lamented, than the private contenti<Hi6, the 
pailionate quarrels, the perfonal hatred, and the perpetual 
wars, maflacres, and murders, for religion, among chriAians. 

799. Why fliould I have fuch an averfion to men on 
account of their religion ? We cannot be fure not to be 
deceived ; the obfcurity of fome qucftions, the vanity of 
human underftanding, the engagement of education, per- 
fonal authorities, the feveral degrees of polTibUity, the in- 
validity of tradition, the oppolition of all exterior argu- 
ments to each other, the publick violence done to authors 
and records, the private art of abuling men's underAand- 
ing, and all perfuafions into their opinions, and ten thou- 
land more, even all the difficulties of things, all the 
weaknelTcs of man, and all the arts of the devil, make it 

im- 
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ImpofGble for any man, in fo great variety of matter, not 
to be deceived. Why ftiould I then, if the perfons be 
chriftians in their profeflions and lives, hate fuch as, per- 
haps, God loves, and who love God, becaufe their un- 
derflandings are not bred like mine ? 

800. Adapt yourfelf to the company you are in, be 
grave vrith the aged, gay with the young, fupple to the 
great, afl^blc to all, refpcfftfol to every woman you con- 
verfc with, but, efpecially, be at the devotion of tfie 
young, and the iair. There is no man fenfible how difficult 
it is to have this complaifance, but thofe that know 
how ncceflary it is to fupport the chara^er of a' 
well-bred man, 

801. Being fome time afunder, heightens converfation ; 
moft meats require fauce, but all an appetite. The ire- 
quent quarrels between relations, is their being fo much 
together. 

802. Some men adapt themfelves to all forts of cha- 
raders, with fo dexterous a compliance, that one would 
fivear their humours were that of all others j they appear 
generous with men of honour, fubtle with intriguing per- 
fons, without parts to the ftupid, and commit voluntary 
fopperies, to agree with real fops. 

803. When we fey of a man who is hafty, paflionat^ 
inconftant, quarrelfome, morofe, exceptions, whimfical, 
&c. that is bis humour, we do not (o much excufc him, 
as con&fs unawares, that his iaults are fo great that they 
are paft mending. 

804. The good or ill of men's lives comes more from 
their humours, than their fortunes. 

S 805. Per- 



>y Google 



13© :^ GOXLECTION (f 

805. PerfoDSL and humours may be difgiu^, but n»^ 
tufe is like qukkfilvcr, that will never be killed. 

806. A dbrtftian that k wife, ou|;ht fo well to empl<^ 
every momeat of hie life, as not to dread tus end ^ for if 
he treads the path of uprightnefs under the conduift of 
providence, it is iDdiiFerent to him at what time or age he 
^ni/hes his eourfe. The only way to live, is not to fear 
death, and it is this fear alone that diftucbs the f epofe of 
% voluptuous life. 

807. The pleftfure which a man of honour takes ia be- 
ing con&ious to bimljelf of having performed hie duty, ^ 
a rewaid which he pays himfelf for all his pains, -asdl 
makes him the lefs to regret the applaufe, efteov, aod 
a.ckaowIedgmeDtSs which he is f(unct)ew& deprived e^> 

SoS. As the fpleen has gxeat inconvtafeence^ fb tfar 
pretence of it is a haDdfoiae cover for «iany interac- 
tions ; it oftentimes makes ill nature pais for ill. healthy 
dulnefs for graivity,. and ignorance iox reftrvednds. 

809^ A regular well^-governcd affection dos not fcordi» 
but> like the lamp of life, wanns the bceaft with a gentle 
and refreshing heat. 

810. As he that can revenge an injury, and will Qot> 
difcovers a great and magnanimous foul ; fo he that can re- 
turn a kindncfs,-and dares not, fliews a mean. and con- 
temptible fpirit. 

811. Virtue (Irengthens. in adverfity* moda-ates in pro- 
fpcrity, guides in fociety, entsertains in fi:Jitudc> advifes i|h 
doubts, fupports in weaknefs ; it is of all acquifitions the 
moft precious, without it the goods of fortune become 
evils, ferving only to make us guilty and miferable j for 

it 
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h gives glory to God, utility to the publicfc, tranquillity 
and joy to the confcicnce, relief to fome, counfcl to o-' 
there, and example to all. 

812. Let prophane minds laugh at it as much as they 
will, there is a fecret commerce between God and the 
Touk of good men j they ftcl the influence of heaven, 
and become both wifer and better for it. Their thoughts 
are neater as well as freer ; thofe that truly fear God have 
a fecret guidance from a higher vrifdom than what is bare- 
ly homan, namely, the fpirit. of truth, which does really, 
though privately, prevent and direft them that fear, de- 
■pcnd and call upon God for his guidance and direAion. 
Though the divine affiftance is principally fecn in matters 
relating to the Ibul, yet it is very often found in the con- 
cerns which a good man, that foais God, and begs his help, 
Ihall very often, if not at all timw find. Sn- Matthew 
Hak called his own experience to witnefs, that in the ex- 
ternal actions of his whole life, he never was diJappointed 
in the beft guidance and alTiftance, when he had, in hu- 
mility and iincerity, implored the divine aid and benedic- 
tion. There are peculiar happy iiights, and bright minutes, 
which open to men great landfcapes, and give them a 
full and moll: beautiful profpe<A of things, which do not al- 
ways arife out of a previous meditation, or chain of thought, 
but are flaflies of light from the eternal fource, which of- 
ten break in upon the peaceful, pure, and pious mind, 

813. The mind of man is not only an image of God*s 
fpirituality, biit his infinity j it is a fubftance of a bound- 
lefs comprehcnfion ; nothing does more difcover the foul's - 
infinity, than thought. 

S2 814. The 
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^ 814. The extremes either of youfih Of ag^ make a 
man's judgment often ^tl him ; for if he thinks too Itttle 
on things, he over-looks truth, and if too long, he is b)o 
much dozed to perceive it. Juft- as in the pofitiom of a 
piifture, there is but one point moft proper to Ou!w it 
in> the other may mtfreprefent by. too great diitance,' or 
nearnefs, by being too high, or too low. 

815. Conjidencey which ought to make the tyes of friend- 
ship ftrooger, does generally produce a contrary efiefl ^ 
fo that it is a wife man's part to be as referred in this 
particular, as is coniiftent with the laws oi decency, and 
united afiedtions ; bat, above all, let us have a care not to 
difclofe our hearts to thofe who Ihut up theirs from us. 

816. Good breeding is learnt firom the converiation of 
ladles, and good humour from men } the one teaches us 
gallantry, the other wlAlom. 

8 J 7, To difcern true merit, and reward it when a man 
has found It out, are two great ileps to make at once, and 
fuch as few of the great ones are capable of. 

818. Did men but take as much care to mend, as they 
do to conceal their failings, they would both fpare them^* 
jTelves that trouble which difiimulation puts them to, and 
gain befides the coounendations they afpire to> by their 
feeming virtues. 

8 J 9. A man is more reierved and lecret in his friend's 
concern, than his own ^ a wmart^ on the contrary, keeps 
her own fecret better than another's. 

820. There is never fo- flrong a hve in a young lady's 
breaft, but what may receive fome addition, either from 
ambition or interefr. 

821. A jea^ 
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821. A jealdus hufband, who finds out his wife, gets 
this by the bargain, that it cures him of his jealouiy, 
which is one of the worft torments a man can have ; and 
who would not bear with a fancy companioD, to get rid 
6f the devil? 

822. It is commonly imagined, that a great memory 
feldom accompanies a great wit, or a good judgment 
and that thofe three are incompatible, that they have di- 
vers haUtations in, and a diverfe temperature of the brain. 
I think the contrary is generally, but not always true \ 
douhtleis they are managed by one great agent in the foul, 
which is above temperature, place and matter. 

823. An entire inaiSivity of body and mind is fo ^ 
from giving us tranquillity, that it only brings upon us an 
uneafy iatiety and difrelilh of all things about us. 

824. What is loft by the firft Adam, we have recover- 
ed by the fecond ; fo we fufFcr no more by an imputed 
fin, than we may enjoy by an imputed righteou&efe. 

825. Thofe that reveal a fecret, do an injury to whom 
they reveal it s for it is natural not only to hate thofe who 
tell, but them alfo that hear what we would not have 
difcloled. 

826. The foundation of a good government over a. 
man's felf, is to be laid in the command of the palHons y 
a good life is aptly compared to mufick, for they who 
make virtue the fcope of their actions, proceed in har- 
mony and order. 

827. The greateft pleafure of life, is love j the greateft 
treafure, contentment ; the greateft pofieflion, health £ 

the 
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the greateft eafe, is fleep ; and the grcatcft medicine, a 
true friend. 

828. Of all the affidtions that attend human life, the 
love of glory is the moft ardent; called byfome, a racing 
fit of virtue in the foul. 

Honour's aj^ark of the celefiial Jire^ 
That above nature makes mankind ajp'tre. 

829. I look upon arrears for paft benefits, as the moft 
facred of all debts, and think no excefs fb commendable, 
as an excefs of gratitude. 

830. He that thinks to expiate a fin by going bare- 
foot, does the penance of a goofe, and only makes one 
folly the atonement for another. In the church of Rome, 

. a man cannot be a penitent, unlefs a vagabond, by pilgri- 
maging about the world } that which was Cain*% curfe, 
is become their religion. 

831. We read that St Paul was beaten by the yews^ 
but never that he beat himfelf j if the Papifts think his 
keeping under the body imports fo much, they muft firft 
prove the body cannot be kept under by a virtuous mind, 
and that the mind cannot be made virtuous without a 
fcourge. The truth is, if men's religion be no deeper 
than the ikin, it is poflible they may fcourge themfelves 
into great improvements j but let them laQi on never fo 
faft, they may as well expeft to bring a cart, as a foul 
to heaven, by thefe means. 

832. The regular courfe, and ftanding order of nature 
is a much more glorious evidence of divine wifdom, 
power and providence, than the moft miraculous inter- 
ruptions, and diforders of It. 

833. The 
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'^SS- '^^ vifible marks of extcaordinary wifdom and 
power appear fo [Mainly in all the works ofthe creatioa, 
that a rational creacure, who will but feriouily refled, can- 
not mifs the difcovery of the deity. 

S34. It is obfervable, that, through all fucceffions of 
men, there never was any focicty, any coUe£live body ^ 
athe^s \ a fingle one might here and there perhaps be 
found, as we fbmetimes iee monAers, and nailhapen births; 
but, forthc generality, they had always fnch inftjnfls of 
a deity, that they never thought they ran far enough from 
atheiim, but rather chofe to multiply their Gods, to have 
too raar^, than none at all ; they were even apt Co defcend 
to the adoration of thbgs below themfelves,. rather than 
renounce the power above them ; by which we may fee 
the notion of a Gdd is the mofl; indelible character of 
natural reafon, and therefore, whatever pretence our a- 
theiAs make to ratiocination, and deep dircouife, it is none 
of the primitive fundamci«al reafon, coet^ieous with our 
humaiuty, but is, indexed, a reafon fit only for thofe who 
own themfelves like the bcafts that perifli. 

835. If the world had no beginning, how is it that the 
Greeks (the moft antient writers) mention nothing higher 
than the wars oiTbebes and Troy f Were there» from eter- 
nity, no memorable adions till that time? or had men 
no means to record or propagate the memory of them to 
poftcrity ? If men were from eternity, it is ftrange they 
fliould not find out the way of writing in that long duration. 
But it may be faid, thofe records and memorials perifhed 
in univerfal deluges, which is the athcift's plea. But thefe 
iouodations muft be either natural or Hipernatucal j if the Ut- 
ter, 
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ter, then indeed it is eafy to conceive how a few of mankind, 
and no more fljould efcape, which evidently proves a God ; 
but if they be natural, as the athelAs muft lay, then there la 
nothing to reftrain them from a total deftnidtion. 

836. Money has its ufe, it is true; but, generally fpeak- 
^, the benefit does not countervail the care that goes a- 
long with it, and the hazards, and the temptations to a- 
bufe it. It is the patron, and the price of all wickednefs ; 
it blinds all eyes, and ftops all cars, from the prince, . to 
the very beggar ; it corrupts iaith and juftice } and, in 
one word, it is the very pick-lock that opens the way in- 
to all cabinets and councils.: it debauches children againll 
their parents j it makes fubjefts rebel againft their gover- 
nors, it turns lawyers and divines into advocates for fa- 
crilege and fcdition, and it tranfports the very profeflbrs of 
the gofpel, into a fplrit of contradiction, and defiance of 

■ die pradticcs and precepts of our lord and mafler. 

837. Want of care will always create want of money, 
fb that, whether a man be a beggar, bccaufe he never had 
any money, or bccaufe he could never keep any, is all 
one to them that are to trud him. 

838. The moil general and immediate caufe of the ruin 
of hmilies, in all the diflferent degrees of condition, is, 
that people generally fquare their flate and expence by 
their title, and not by their revenue. 

839. Jeakufy, in a hufband, generally ripens into cue- 
koldom. 

840. There is nothing can render the thoughts of this 
odd life tolerable, but the expeSiation of another; and 
mje men have faid, that they would not live a moment, 

if 
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if they thought they were not to live again^ as it would 
be a mifery to live, if we were to live for nothing elft. 

841. Thofc whom crofs accidents of fortune have un- 
done, are pitied by all the world, becaufe it is a misfor- 
tone the conditions of humanity fubmit us to ; but thofe 
that are reduced to mifery by vain profufion, raife more 
contempt than commiferation, becaufe it is the ilTue of a 
peculiar folly, from which every man has die good con- 
ceit to think himfelf exempt. 

- 842. A weak judgment, fome vanity, and much pride, 
will hurry a man into as ' unwarrantable and violent at- 
tempts, as the greateft, moll unlimited, and unfatiable 
ambition, 

84J. As there are none but clean beafts that chew the 
cod, fo none but clean' and virtuous men can reflect with 
pleafure upon their paft' life. 

844. To dcfire wealth for its own fake, is mean, for- 
did, low, and proper only for thofe who make obtaining 
it the end of our profcffion j but to defire it moderately, 
in order to do more good is unblamable ; even reputation 
itfelf is defired and fuftained by difcreetly keeping and 
Spending, fo it is In a manner alfo fubfervient to wealth. 
' 845. A wife man is a great monarch. He has an em- 
pire within himfelf; reafon commands in chief, and pof- 
fe&ff the dirone and fcepter j all his paflions, like obe- 
dient futjefts, do obey : though the territories feem but 
finall and narrow, yet the command is great, and reaches 
farther than he that wears the moon for his creft, or the 
other that has the fun for his helmet, 

T 846. It 
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S46. It is in life as in wiae, he that has it good lauft 
not draw it to the laft dreg. 

847. All the dudes in the chrUUan relig^, that reipe£fc 
God, are no other but what natural tight prompts noea 
to, except the facramcnt, and the praying to God in the 
name and mediation of Chrifl. 

648. Contrariety of opinions is that which gives liie 
and ipirit to converfation -, if we were alt of one mind, 
we fhould in a fhort time have little or nothing to difcDiu'feof. 

849. Some men, by every mufcle in their £ice,diicorer 
their thoughts to be £xed upon the conlidecation what fi- 
gure they are to make, and will olten &11 into a muling 
poilure to attra<^ obfervation, and are then obtruding them- 
felves upon die company, when they pretend to be with- 
drawn from it \ fuch little arts are the certain and inM- 
lible tokens of fuperficial minds, as the avoiding obferva- 
tion is the fign of great and fublime ones, 

850. Nature provided for the hart, one of the moft ti- 
morous of creatures, fuch large and branching horns, t9 
teach us that ilrength and weapons cannot avail, where 
condu<5t and courage are wanting. 

851. We ought not to dilcover the imperfections of a 
husband before his wife, of a £tther before his children, 
of a lover in company with his miftreft, nta- of mafters 
in prefence of their fcholars } for it touches a man -to die 
quick, to be rebuked before thofe whom lie defires Ihould 
think honourably of him. 

.852. It is a degree of folly to delight to fee it in others, 
and the greatell: infolence imaginable to rejoice at the 
difgrace of human nature. 

853. Duty 
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853. Duty bdengB to us, events only to God, who will 
certainly ce vard the labourer, let what wilt be his Aicceie. 

854. A found mind in a found body, is a ihort, but 
fiiU doicription of a happy ftate in this worid : he that 
has thefe two, has little mons to wiih (o/t j and he that 
wants Ciller of them, will be but little the better iot any 
tiuns eljfe. 

855. A gQ9jiJ« and prudent rc{^y to lodecent.and fburrU 
lorn language, is tbemofl fevere, thoi^ innocent revenge. 

856. ExcelloDt fpeculaftions put luit dead colours upon 
virtue, he that would draw it to the liic muA imprint it 
on his pradUce. 

857. WojQun wHl chufe to intrigue with a man that 
wants ienfe, rather than with one that wan|s manners an4 
difcretion. 

85B. An amour, without any diflurbvice, is too like 
nurri^e : there n^uft he quarrels, to make way for the 
pleafure of reconcilements ; there muft be difficulties, ibr 
the tranfpert of bvercomiug them ; there muft be myfte« 
rft not to di^e with any the fweetneis of a tender com- 
merce. 

859. H<^et though never fo uncertain and deceitful, 
Jfttll is of this good ule to ye, that it coodt^ds us to our 
journey's end an ea^er and more pjealant way. 

860. In a miferable condition, v^here all things are d&- 
fpaired of, a man is eafily perfuaded rather to confide in 
.anotlier, than in himfelf. 

^i. He that would be fure to have his bufinefs well 

.done, muft either do it himfelf, ca- fee the doing qf it j 

befides that, many a good fervant is fpoiled by a carele^ 

T2 mafterj 
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Bufter. The morality of this caucioo is as good a leflbn 
to governments,^ to private. families; &x a prince's lea« 
ving his bufincfs.wholljr to his miniffcers, without a ftrid 
eye over theni> is as dangerous an error in poUticks^ at a 
mailer's committing all to his iervants, is in- oecommicks,'. 

862. Good, offices depend much upon conftruAItxi j fome 
take themfelves to be obliged when they are not, others 
will not believe it when they arc, and Ibme again take 
ebHgatims and injuries the one for the other. 

863. Every man is attacked in the reproaching of him 
that has bravely ferved his country, and he fcarce defer ve< 
the name of a man that can filently bear it. 

864. Ingratitude makes men rebels againft the princi- 
ples of nature, who ought to be fhunned as an infe^tiooi 
air, iince there is no human law to puni(h them, 

. 865. Nothing is more abford than to Iiope ibr.a hea- 
ven of refined and fpiritual happiness, .and at the fame 
time to lead a fenfual life, as an introdudlion to it. 

866. None generally find more difiatisfadion in earthly 
things, than thofe who moil indulge themfelves in the 
enjoyment of them ; [thofe who are moft in love whh the 
world, arc frequently mofl jilted by it. 

867. Defpair makes a defpicable figure, and deicends 
from a mean original ; it is the ofifspring of fear, o( la- 
zinefs and imps^nce, and argues a defeifl of fpirit and 
.refblution. 

868. An unlooked for good is a virgin happine^, but 
thofe who gain what they have long gazed on in cxpefla- 
tion, only marry what they themfelves have defloured 
before. 

899. As 
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869. Aa a prerbntion of ahger banifli all tale-bearere 
and flanderers from your converfation, fo^it is thefe that 
blow the devil's bellows, to rouze up the flames of rage 
and ^tjt by firft abufing your ears, and then your credu- 
lity, and after that ileal away your patienA, and all this 
perhaps for a lye^ To prevent anger, be not too inquifi- 
tive into Ae aiF^irs of others, or what people fay of your- 
felf, or into the miAakes of your friends, for this is go^ 
ing out to gather flicks, to kindle a fire to burn your own 
houfe. 

870. Urbanity and civility are a debt you owe man- 
kind; civil language, and good behaviour wilt be like'per- 
petual letters commendatory to you ; other virtues have 
need of fomewhat to maintain them, juftice mufl have 
power, liberality, wealth, &c. but this fets up with no 
other flock than a few pleafant looks^ good words, and 
no evil actions. It is an eafy purchafe, when friends are 
gained by kindneis and affability. 

S/r. I cannot divine what pleafure fome people take in 
conflantly complaining ; doubtlefs they have fbme fecret 
pride in it, to let us know that their merit is ill ufed, or 
ill rewarded j their perpetual lamentations are very tedious 
and grating, even to diofe they expert pity from. 
For pity only on frejb objeSts fiaySy 
But with the tedtom fight of -woei decays. 

872. Be careful not to exafperate any fcft of religion; 
rigour feldom makes ill chrlfrians better, but many 
times it makes them referved hypocrites. 

873, The common miftake in the computations of 
mcn> when they exped returns of favours^ proceeds 

from 
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firom the friie both of the groer and rtceivtr, who can- 
not agree upoi^^e eftionte otthcifae^. 

874. There is a fort of free and generous grafituiU, 
whereby a man not only acquits, a paft obiigatim^ but lays 
a new one u(pn his hnefaSor. 

875. All traytors are mutxnaries ; and whoever be- 
trays one mailer for advantage, will betray another for a, 
better price. 

876. It is a part of prudence, not to link under the 
ImprefHon of an ill report, provided there be integrity 
and innocence to fupport that firmnels of mmd. A wife 
man will not make his life precarious, he flands or &lls 
to his own confcience, and leaves the world to take its 
courfe. 

877. A man feldom mifcarries by beii^ ignorant of a- 
nother's thoughts ; but he that does not attend to his owq, 
will certainly be difappointed. 

878. It was wifely faid of the Emperor Marcut j1nto~ 
ninuSt thai no man could do him a real injury ^ Hcaufi no 
man could force him to mijbebave himjelf. 

879. Keeping is the greatefl folecifm a man of plea- 
fure can commit. If the fpark is true to his miflreis, it 
has att the phlegm } and if he is fond of her, all the 
expence of matrimony. 

880. A man may eafily impofe upon a wonoff, by a 
protended paiHon, provided he have no real one for ano- 
ther. 

881. We fhould be careful never to relate improbabili- 
ties, though wc have authority for them, ^ajfo fays, 
that other vices are like dipt or light money, but lying. 
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cnrntecfeit or £Ufe coin, which an honeft man ou^t 
imt to pay, though he hhnfielf received it^ 

882. Pmdence is a chriftian as wed as a moral virtue; 
without it, devotion degenerates into fuperftition, libera- 
lity into profufenefs, and zeal into a pious frenzy. 

863. P^aent enduring a necefiary evil, is next to a 
voluntary mar^rdooi} for adverfity overcome is the high- 
eft glory, and willingly undergone is the greats virtue. 

864. Senie of ihame is a ftrong reftraint to keep men 
fiom fin ; he who, by a vicious courie of lUc, has worn 
out that fenfe, has nothing left, but fear, to deter him 
from the anoft barbaroos aJfts of villainy. 

8^5. A man of wit, who is bom proud, loTes nothing 
of his pride, or ftiftheJs, for being poor ; on the con- 
trary, if any thing will foften and render him more fweet 
and fociable, it is a little proTperity. 

886. Men aire generally more capable of great endea- 
vours to obtain thek ends, than of a loi^ perseverance ; 
their la2ioe& and inconftancy rob them of t^ fruits of 
ihe beft beginnings. They are overtaken by fuch as they 
left behind them, fnch as marched, petiiaps, ilowly, but 
with a conftant refc^ution. 

887. A man that has much merit and ingenuity, and 
, is known to have it, is not ugly with the moft defor- 
med features, or if there is a dcforouty, it makes no im- 
preflioh. 

888. Mockbg is of all injuries the leaft pardonable. 
It is the language of contempt, and the bcft way by 
which it makes itfelf underftood } it attacks a man in his 
innermoft intrenchmept, in the good opinion he has of 

him- ' 
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bimfelft it aims at making him ridiculous in his own 
eyeSf and thus . convincing him that the periba who 
mocks him, cannot have a worfe difpofition towards him, 
renders him irreconcilcabie. 

889. Simp1ictty> innocence, induflry and tomperahcei 
are arts that lead to tranquiltity, as much as learning, 
knowledge, wifdom, and contemplation. A noble lim- 
plicity in difcourfe is a talent rare, and above the reach of 
ordinary men. Genius, fancy, learning, memory, &c. 
are To far Jrom helping, that they often hinder the attain- 
ing of jt. 

890. As in battle the fearful and cowardly meet that 
danger by refignation, which the valiant by oppoiition a- 
void, fo he that is al^ed and refign'd in pain, admits and 
fharpens the iniults of an enemy, which by an intenfe pa- 
tience fhould be broke or overcome. 

891. Ambition is like cbolery which is an humour 
that makes men aflive, eameft, AilI of alacrity and iHr- 
ring, if it be not Hopped ; but if it cannot have its way, 
it becomes aduft, and thereby malignant and venomous : 
So ambitious men, if they find their way open to their 
riiing, and ilill get forward, they are rather bufy than 
dangerous ; but if they be checked in their defires, they 
become fccretly difcontent, and look upon men and maf- 
ters with an evil eye, and are befl: pleafed when things 
go backward, which is the worft property in a fervant 
of a prince or ftate. Therefore it is good for princes, if 
they are obliged to make ufe of ambitious men, to handle 
them fo, as they be ilill progreHive and not retrograde. 

892. To mourn without meafure, is foUy^ not to 

mourn 
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mourn at all, iafenfibility : The beft temper is 1>etwixt 
piety and reafon ; to be fenfibte, but neither to be tranf- 
ported> nor caft down. 

893. Exccffive commendations of any art, or fciencc, 
vhatfoever, as alfo of the learning of any particular men, 
or nations, only prove, that the perfons who give fuch 
chara^ers, never heard of any thing, or. perfon, that were 
more excellent in that way j and thereibre admiration 
may be as well fuppofed to proceed firom their own igno- 
rance, as from the real excellency of the perfons or 
things, unlefs their refpedive abilities are other wile known. 
■ 894. When every thing elfe Hiall &il, and time itfelf 
go out Into eternity, only love and praife fhall endure for 
ever, arid vye with each other In heaven to endlels ages. 

895. If the human foul had more power than thephi- 
lolbpher allows her, if Ihe had as many Acuities within 
the head, as hairs without, the fpeculation of the myfte- 
rics of the Trinity would be work enough for them all. 

896. Parents benedictions have a kind of prophetick 
virtue to make their children profperous. 

897. Wifdom is begot by nature, nourifh'd by experir 
ence, and brought up by learning. 

898. It is obfervablc that God has often called men to 
places of dignity and honour, when they have been bu- 
fy in the honed employment of their vocation. Saul was 
feeking his Other's aHes, and David keeping his Other's 
flieep, when called to the kingdom. The Ihephcrds 
were ^ding their flocks, when they had their glorious 
revelation. God called four apoftlcs from their filhcry, 
^nd Matthew from the receipt of cufrom ; Amos from a- 

U moniT 
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mong the herdfmen of Tekoab^ Mo^s fixim keeping ye~ 
thro's (hcep, and Gideon from the threflMng-floor, &c, 
God never encourages idlenefs, and defpifes not periboe ia 
the meaneft employments. 

899. It is a mod unpardtmable vanity and wickednels 
to triumph over a woman's virtue, and then to traiiap4e up- 
on her reputation. 

900. In the Papifm we find many ftrange mixtures } in 
the pope, a prelate and a prince ; in the canon> fcripture 
and tradition j in the mafs, a facrament and a facrifice ; in 
converiion of a finner, grace and free will ; in jurflificatlon, 
£iith and works ; in falvation, mercy and merit ; in in- 
terceflion^ Chrift and the virgin M»ry, &c. 

901. Though our reformation be as late as Luther ^ oar 
religion is as antient as chriftianity itfilf ; for when the 
additions which the church of Rome has made to the an- 
tient chriAtan &ith, and their innovations in practice are 
pared off, that which remains of their religion is oura; 
We would £un h(^, becaufe they retain the ellentials of 
chriftianity, and profefs to believe all the articles of the 
chrifYian ^th, that, notwithftanding their corraptions, 
they may ftill be accounted the true ellence of a church ; 
as a man may really and truly be a nian, though he have 
the plague upon him, and for that reafon be fit to be a- 
voided by all that wifti well to themfelves. 

902. The grounds on which religion arc founded are 
either true or ^Ife ; if ^Ife, the religious man, and the 
ftri£tcll obferver of all precepts of felf-deoial, ventures 
no more than juft the lofs of thrcefcore years, which I 
will allow to be fodiflify beAowed j but if true, the vfr 

cious 
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cious Qun ia, of all others, the moil miferable, and I 
tremble at the very thoughts of what unutterable and in- 
. com{neheiifible tomieots I fee hkn daily heaping on him- 
feif. 

903. Moderation can never have the honour of contend- 
ing, with ambition^ and fubduing it, becaufe they never 

.meet together: moderation is the weaknefs and floth of 
the foal, whereas amlntion is the ardour and activity of it. 

904. The puriiuts of amhitim, though not fo general, 
.•yet are iasendlefs as thoTe of riches, and as extravagant too, 

fincc HOTK ever yet thought he had power or empire e- 
nough ; for what prince foever feems to be fo great, as to 
live and reign without any further delires or fears, &Ils 

' into the life of a private man, and enjoys but tfipfe plea- 
iiircs and entertainments, which a great many feveral de- 

■ grees of private fortune will allow, and as much, indeed, 
as buman nature is -capable of enjoying. , 

.905. Ai^ce is to kve^ what fafting is to the hdy ; 

, a little noay make it more a^ve and briik, but a long 
^ibJUnence will deflroy nature. So, fbott feparatiom^ and 
&Idom, may render love more lively and vigorous, tmt long 
and A-equent muH; bring a cunfumptim upon it 

906. I cannot call riches better than the baggage of 
virtue > for as the baggage is to an army, fo is riches to 
virtue. 

907. A covetims man renders himfelf the moft mifor- 
able of men, wrongs many, and obliges none but when 
he dies. 

908. Prayer, OHnpared to praife, is but a foligiiious 
' finoke, ilTuii^ from a ienfe of fin, amd human infirmity. 

U2 Praifes 
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Praifes are the clear fparks of piety, and fooner fly up^ 
wards. 

909. To ftudy, is a good way to learn j to hear, is a 
better ; but to teach, the beft of all. St Auftin lays, the 
office of diftributing gives us merit to receive, and the 
office of teaching ferves us for a foundation of learning. 

910. Our bodies are like a lamp, to which the natural 
heat is inflead of fire, and the radical moifture, of oil. 

911. To be always praying, and doing of nothing, is 
like lazy beggars, that are ever complaining and afking, 
but will do nothing to help tliemfelvcs 3 if we e3fpe£t God's 
grace and affiflance, we muft work out our falvation, as 
well as pray for it. 

912. I am not of opinion that we are to retire from 
human fociety to feek God in the horrors of folitude, nei- 
ther do 1 believe it neceilary to difengage from a civil 
life, and break off all reafonable correfpondencc to be u- 
nited to divinity; and am avetfe to thofe folitary humour^, 
which infenfibly inRife in the mind a hatred of the world, 
and an antipathy to pleafure. I may be devout without 
fuperlUtion, enthuiiafm, or melancholy j and hope to find 
God among men, where his goodnefs is moft a£liTO, and 
his providence appears to be more worthily employed ; 
and there I will endeavour, by his afiiilance, to enlighten 
my reafon, perfect my manners, and regulate my conduA, 

- both as to the care of my falvation, and the dtUJes of life. 

913. A folitary life, iz.y% ArifiotUy is either brutal or 
divine, above, or below a man ; but that is a cowardly 
fort of content, which is got by running away from what- 
ever difpleafea us ; ihould all good men take that whim of 

leaving 
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leaving the worldj what -would become of it P It is not 
to be denied but that fociety has more temptations and 
trouble in it, than Tolitude, the greatcft trial of virtue be- 
ing in the fcene of adion ; but the more diiHcuIt, the 
more honourable. 

914. The man who is not contented with what Is lA 
itfelf fufHcient for his condition, neither is rich, or ever 
will be fo, becaufe there can be no other real limits to 
his . de£res, but that of fudiciency ; whatever is beyond 
this, being boundlefs and infinite. 

915. The commonwealth is a ring, the church a col- 
leted diamond j both, well fet together, receive and return 
luftre to each other. 

. 916. The difference between a foft and a meek man 
is, the one has no gall, the other bridles it. 

917. Mecanas's advice to Augujius was, never to be 
concerned at what was fpoken againft him. For, added 
he, if their accufations be true, he ought rather to cor- 
re^ himfelf than reftrain others j if falfe, the contempt 
of fuch difcourfes would deftroy the belief of them, but 
concern would argue the truth of them, and put it in the 
power of the vlleft pcrfon to difturb his repofc. 

918. Covetoufneis is enough to make the mafl:er of the 
world as poor as he that has juH nothing ; for a man 
may be brought to a morfel of bread by griping, as well 
as by profufenefs. It is a madnefs for a man that has e- 
nough already, to hazard all for the getting of more, and 
then, upon the mifcarriage, to leave himfelf nothing. 

919. It is the infetuation of mifers to take gold and 

filver 
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iilvcr for things really good, whereas they are only fomc 
of the means by which good things are procured. 

920. That man is rich who receives more than he lays 
mt ; and, on the contrary, that man is to be accounted 
Poor^ whofe expence exceeds his revenUe. 

921. A man at forty thinks himfelf fuperannuated for a 
new friendfhip, yet will marry at fourfcore. 

922. We Ihould manage ourfelves with om fortune^ as 
we do with our itftfAA i enjoy it, vihcngood; bear It pa- 
tiently, when /V/j and never ufe defperate remedies, but up- 
on defperate occajions. 

923. Few will tell you the troth but friends, and they 
will not always tell you your fellings. 

924. The iick amufe their melancholy, and alleviate 
their illncfs by fpeaking of it j the attention we give them 
comforts, and in fome fort mitigates, the acutenefs of their 
pain. 

925. He is the happier owner who has a wiie wife 
enough to hide the real horns of her husband, than Ihe 
that, being innocent, does, by her light ridiculous carriage, 
make the baie fymptoms appear in the eye of the 
world. 

926. Humility, with an alloy of frailties and fellings, 
is doubtlels much more acceptable to God, than virtuous 
actions, puffed up with vain glory, and fpiritual pride. 

927. Learned men, to whom the reft of the world are 
infents, have the fame aifeftion of nourishing minds^ as 
the pelican in feeding her young, which is at the expence 
of the very fubftance of life. 

928. It 
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,.^8. It is rare to iee a man decline in hie fortune, 
that has not firA declined in hla wifdom and prudence. 

929. In Cato's difcourfe concerning his death, as it is 
repr?fented by Tully in his book of eU age, " I am (fays 
he) tranfported with a defire of feeing my forefathers, 
^ofe «X)c^tent perfons* of whom I have heard, and read, 
and writ ; and now I am going to them, I would not 
willingly be drawn back again into this world. If fome 
God would offet me at this age to be a child again, and 
to cry in the cradle, I would earneilly refufe it, and upon 
no terms accept it ; and now that my race is almoft run^ 
and my courie jufi finifhed, how loth ihould I be to be 
brought back, and made to begin again ! What advanta^ 
is there ia life, nay rather what labour and trouble is there 
not in it ? But let the benefit of it be what it wiU^ 
there is certainly fome meafuce of life, as well as of o- 
ther things, and men ought to know when they have 
enou^ O Uefled and glorious day, when- 1 ihall gp to 
the great alTembly and council of Spirits, and have got 
out of this tumult and fink !" If a heathen, that had 
bat fome difcure glimmerings of another life, and of the 
blefied ftate of departed fouls, could fpeak thus cheariully 
of death ; how much more may we» who ham a clear 
and undoubted revelation of thofe things, and to whom 
life and immortali^ are brought to light t 

930. It is violating all the laws of nature, to trtat 
persons fuperior to us by their quality and ibtion, em- 
ploys or age, in a iamiliar way. Familiarity is not fiii^ 
ferable but among equals: And tho' people lbmetime» 
wave their privileges^ yet ought we not to £uget our 

• duty. 
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duty, and treat them otberwife than their character de- 
mands. Liberties of this kind befpeak a fordid education, 
and perfeft ignorance of decorum. 

93 1. What we call friendjhip is no more than an in- 
tercourie offociety ; it is only a mutual care aud manage- 
ment of interefls, and an exchange of good turns and 
fervices. In a word, it is only a fort of traffick^ in- 
viMv^ felf-iwe has always profit in profpeft. 

932. The decrees of heaven are wrapped up in the 
clouds, and the erents of future things hidden in the 
dark from the eyes of mortal men. The wifeft counfels 
may be difcompofed by the fmalleft accidents, and the 
fecureil peace of dates, and kingdoms, may be difturbed 
by the lighteft paflions, as well as the deep defigns of 
thofe who govern thtm. For though the wife reflec- 
tions of the beA hiftorians, as well as the common reaibn- 
ings of private men, are apt to afcribe the a<^ons and 
counfels of princes to intereft or reafons of Aate; yet 
whoever can trace them to their true fpring, will be a& 
ter forced to derive them from the fame paiHons, and 
perfonal difpofitions, which govern the a^rs of private 
lives. 

933. Though the feveral members of a church may 
feem to compote but one body, yet they have a particular 
religion, accommodated to every one's temper, humour, 
inclination, quality, and the perlbns they converfe with. 

934. Fine talents, and eminent qualities, are not fuffici- 
ent, of themfelves, to purchafe the eAeem and affedtion 
of men. It is moreover requifite not to applaud our- 
felves for them, nor make too pompous, a difplay of 

• ibem ', 
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titem } ibr if you affume too great an afixndant, you 
will bring all the world upon your back, your merit 
will become a rock of offence, and be more to your pre- 
judice than advantage ; bccaufe we fed a fecret indigna- 
tion againft thofc that eclipfe us, and fpare nothing to 
excufe ourrelves from fo ungrateful a fuperiority. 

93 5. Rather modeftly bear the prailes that are given you, 
and you deferve, than rge<ft them with a myfterious and 
afi^ed roughnefs } it is equally ridiculous to be too fond 
of praife, and to refiiie it with too mani&ft an a^£ta- 
don ; admit what is civilly and obligingly faid to you, 
or dexteroufly turn the difcourfe, {o as they that fpeak to 
you may have no reafon to repent their commendation, 
or loc^ upon you as an unbred or brutal man. 

936. Keep a low fail at the entrance of your eftate; you 
may rile with honour, but cannot go back without ihame. 

937. It is a great mark of weaknefs to be eternally 
complaining of your misfortunes, and deafening all you 
meet with the account of them ; we leek to fotace 'and 
amufe our ai&dions by thefe recitals, but, in my mind, 
we ought to conceal our dilgraces from all but thofe that 
can remedy them. 

938. The will of God is not, in us, an impreflion that 
he receives from without, but an inward lelf-centering 
principle, that both derives from, and terminates in him- 
fclf. 

939. How calmly do thofe glide through all, even 
the rougheft, events, who can but make a right efrimate of 
the happinefs, as well as the virtue of a governable will^ 
i-eligned to God's ! How Joes it enervate and enfeeUe 

X • any 
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any calamity \ nay» uideed« it triumphs over it, and, \ff 
that conjunction with him that ordaiu it. may be faid t9 
comniaad even what it fufFcrs. It was a philofophKal 
maxim that n wife moral man cot^ not be injured, 
could not be mifcrable ; but fore it is much more true of 
him, who has that divine wifdom of cfariftian refignaCi* 
on, that twifte and inwraps all his choices with God's, 
and is neither at the pains nor hazards of his own clcc* 
tion, but is iecure, unlets omnifcience can be deoeiwlx 
and omnipotence defeated, he iball luv« what is really 
befl ioiz him. 

940. There is no truth more evident, th^ th^ fome- 
thing muA be from eternity. I never yet heard <£ uiy 
one fo unreafonaUe, or that could fuf^>ofe fo maflifell a 
contradidion, as a time wherein there Was perfedUy no- 
thing } this being of all abfurdities the gpcatefl to ioia^ 
gine, that pore nothing, the peri^ negatioa and abftoce 
of all beir^, (hould ever jM-oduce any real exUleace. 

941. There never was found any pretended confcien* 
cious zeal, but it was always moft certainly attended with 
a fierce Ipirit of implacable cmelty., 

942. No treachery is fo mortal, aa that which covers 
jtTdf under the mafk of &n&i^. 

943. There is fomething particular, that plcafes in a 
gentleman's conver&tion, when he is well bred : No bo- 
dy can define it, yet every body is fenfible when they 
meet it, or when they mils it 

944. No mjuries are fo fenfible to mankind in gene-> 
riJ, as thole of fcorn j and no quarmls purfoed between 
prices, with io much iharpoefs and violeiice, as tho£; 

which 
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friiich arife from perfonal animofities^ or private paflions, 
to which they are fiitged like other men, 

• 941^. Though it may be an argument of great wit, 
to give iDgeiMoas rearons &>t many wonderful appearan- 
ces in nature ; yet it is an evidence of fmall judgment, to 
be pofitive in any thing, but the acknowledgment of our 
own igMorance. 

■ 946. It is an unhappy thing for princes to be fbme- 
tjmet Bsceflkated to promife, when they know it would 
not be prudence to perform. 

947. He who has learning, and not dlibreticm to ufe 
it, hat only the adv^uge of having mcve wa^ to ex- 
pofe him&lf. 

948. There are abundance of obfcene, and a great 
many more railing and fatirical wits, but very few deli- 
cate. A man muft have manners and poUtenefs, to trifle 
wkh a good grace> and a copious fancy, to play hand- 
fomely on little things, to create matter of raillery, and 
make fomething out of nothing. 

949. Underteke n<« with ra(hne&, nor perform with 
Indi^rence ; the one Aews a weak mind, the other a 
flothfol difpofition. 

950. The jealous man's life ■ is fpcnt in purfuit of a 
fecret, which deib'oys his happinefs if he chance to find 
it : If he does not fee to the bottom of every thing, he 
will be fure to go beyond It in his foars and fufpicions. 

951. It is of the laft importance tofeafonthe paiEons 
of a child with devotion, which feldom dies in a mind 
that has received an early tinAure of it. Though it may 
feem extinguilhed for a while by the cares of the wwld, 

X2 the 
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the heats of youth, or the ailuremeots of vice, it gene^ 
rally breaks out and difcovers itfelf again, as ibon as djf- 
cretion, confideration, age or misfortunes hare brought 
the man to himfelf. The fire may be covered and over-- 
kid, but cannot be entirely quenched and fmothercd. 

P52. The fecrets of government ought not to be 
touched with unwaQied hands, and expofed to the mul- 
tude i for upon granting the people a privilege of debat- 
ing the prerogatives of fovereign power, they will inftr, 
naturally enough, a right and title to the controuling and 
over-ruling of it. 

953. The true r-w'/fifrjj (hould be adefence for ^W and 
virtuous worksy and fliould only defign the derifion of 
extravagant, and the difgrace of vile and dishonourable 
things. This kind of wti ought to have the nature of 
fah, to which it is ufually compared ; which preferves 
and keeps fweet the good and found parts of all bodies, 
and only frets, dries up, and deflroys tho& humours 
which putrefy and corrupt. 

954. Men ought to find the difierence betwixt faltneis 
and bitternefs; for he that has a fatirical vein, as he 
makes others afraid of his wit, fo he had need be afi'aid 
of others memory. 

955. It is the excellent property of a good and wife 
prince f to ufe war as he docs p^^ficky carefiilly, unwilling- 
ly, and feafonably. 

956. Criticife upon your own aiJtions, and then you 
will fee reafon enough to pardon the weaknefies of 
others. 

957. Providence is pleafed to fee great and noble fouls 

ftrug- 
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ftru^Hng with difficulties^ and often defos their reward, 
that it may grow greater by delay. 

958. Gravity too much afTetfled becomes comical, it is 
like extremities that touch, whofe middle is dignity } you 
cannot call h being grave, but acting the part of a grave 
man -, he that Audies to be To, (hall never obtain it ; ei- 
ther gravity is natural, or there is no fuch thing, and it 
is eaBer to defcend than afcend. 

959. To difpute the goodne^ of pleafure, as God 
defigned it, is to deny experiment, and contradict fen- 
iation, which is the highell evidence a man can have of 
the things of this world j nay even a good man is con- 
tent with hard ufage at prefent, that he may take plea- 
fure in the other world ; and though now remote fi-om 
him, the thoughts of enjoying it, in due time, make him 
bear up agalnfl all difficulties, 

960. The luxury of water, to a true thirft, is fer more 
fwect than delicious wine to a debauched tafte. 

961. Love begins, and ambition ends with us, fo that 
we are often never freed from paffions till we die. 

962. It is obferved that thofe attempts which begin 
wth difficulty and danger, for the mofl part, end in ho- 
nour, crowned with glory, and good fuccefs. 

963. Good confcicnces breed great refolutlons; they 
that leaft confider hazard in doing their duty, always &e 
the befl ; it is more fuccefsful to be bold than wary, and 
no man ever profpcred fo well as the refolute. Fortune 
is a mifhefs, that is fooner won by thofe that rufHe and 
force, than by fuch as proceed coldly ; it will ccitainly be 

over- 



>y Google 



tfl A CotLICTION of 

crercomc, if thou rofift couingeoufly j if thou negleft, it 

conquers. 

' 964. He that has true fortitude is hardened againft 
evil upon rational principles, he Js fortified and guarded 
with reafon and conlideration, that no dolorous accident, 
from without, is able to invade his Aul, or raife violent 
commotions in it : In a word, he has fuch a cooflant 
power over his irafcible afie^ions, as not to be over-prone 
to be either timorous in danger, or envious in want, im- 
patient in filtering, angry in contempt, or malicious and 
revengeful under ir^uries and provocations ; and till we 
have acquired this virtue, we can never be happy, either 
liere or hereafter. 

965. Prudence governs the wife, but there are but few 
of that fort, and the moll wiie are not fo at all tiines. 
Faflion governs almoft all the world, and almoft always. 
We fee moft things arc carried on by a fpirit of fedion, 
and all factions are paffionate. PalHon is feund every 
where, the zeal of the beft pcrfons is not iieed from it. 

966. The patriarchs before the jkody who lived nine 
hundred years, fcarcely provided for a few days j and 
we, who live but a few days, ^ovide at leafl for nine 
hundred years; 

967. Honcfty is always the neareft way to fuccefs j 
what a deal of fatigue and trouble muft a knmje undergo I 
How many tricks, flourifhes and fhifts muft he ufe to 
compafs his ends, when the honeft man does his butinels 
with a wet finger ! 

968. You are a g09d man^ you neither court the fa- 
voui-, nor the refcntments oi favouritei ; you mind your 

own 
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own buiine&, and wholly apply yourfelf to yoar p^nce 
and i^uFy.-4— Mark my prophecy, tfti (v» uadtme. 

^9. As (Ufficult as it » to get a confiderable pkce at 
court, it is much Juifder^ yet, to make one's ielf worthy 
of it. 

970. The rnijery aad hafftnefs of the whole life of 
mortals, are themes fcarce worth a paffion. Whatever 
we endure as an tvil, <x poflels as a g9od^ are both (o 
ihort, diat as the one need not fink us to an excels of 
jtr/f^ fo neither does the other defcrvc an excefi of j<y, 

971. I hold, in charity, no lefs than commerce with 
all forts of peofde that acknowledge a divine and unircr- 
£d providence, but abominate thofe that have die indif- 
cretion or impudence to deny it. 

■ 972* The wifeft, moft virtuous, and perfirft among 
men, may have fome little vanity and afie^&tion^ which 
may lay them open to the milkry of a mimical, malicious 
wit. 

' 973. Nothing pleafes a maxi more, than to know that 
he has avoided a foolith adion. 

- 974. A blockhead neither comes nor goes, fits or rifes, 
nor is filent, nor ftands upon his legs like a man of ienfe. 

975. God never faid to any man. Thy fins are forgiven 
diee, without adding, Sin no taoct. 

976. There is but little £iithiiilne& to be expedod from 
afibciates in villainy, be their mutual engagements neYS* 
fa folemn, 

977. Riches are blefiings, if not perverted j they are 
the rewards of indufiry, and the inftruments of clwrity, 
the moft amiable of all clu-iftian virtues. 

978. A fine 
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978. A fine coat is but a livery, if the perfon thit 
wears it dlfcovers no higher fenfe than that of a footman. 

979. If I have received an injury, I immediately con- 
fider whether I have deferved it or not} if I have, it is. 
ft judgment from God ; tf not, it is an injufUce irom. 
man, and the doer has more reafon to be aihamed of it 
than I. 

980. Where it is poflible to repair our ill fuccels, I am 
wholly of opinion we ought to employ all forts of reme- 
dies; but in a fatal accident, which is never to be retrieved, 
I would defire to know where lies the fervice of a ridicu- 
lous aife^tation, in paying tears, which are at beftbuttrou-, 
l^lefome to thofe that £bed them, and wholly unfeafonable 
to thofe for whom they are (bed. 

981. Counfel in trouble gives but fmall comfort, when 
help is paft remedy. 

982. Repentance without amendment* is like continual 
pumping in a Ihip, without mending the leak. 

983. True <levotion is the true fource of repofe, that 
only has a power to fupport life, and fweeten death. 

984. Men lofe many things, not becaufe the attain- 
ment is impoflible, but becaufe they want cour^ to at- 
tempt them. 

985. Illiterate men oicen perfuade more effeAudly than 
the learned, becaufe they feem to Ipeak more naturally, 
and fit>m a feeling fenfe. 

986. There are fome common misfortunes^ which have 
a relation to all men, but every man has his pa^cular 
fentlments of them, and fo endures, in that fenfe, the 
whole weight of his aiHidion lingly. But in our private 
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'dt^dces^ that which alFeAa us moft is to fee no body 
bear a refemblance to us. We cannot with patience be* 
hold ourietvts defUned to fuller an unhappinels- alone, 
which all the world may be afie^ed with as well as we t 
and nothing Co much augments the Iharpnefs of our af-' 
fli^ions, as the fieccencls and pride of thofe who iieem 
to bxave and defpife them. 
' 987, Study makee a. greAtec dttFerence between ^fcbolar 
«axl an ignoraHt moji, than there is between an ignorant man 
and a irute. Bat the air of the world yet makes t 
greater diftindion between a f>oiite and a learned perlbn. 
lOitnoledgt begins the gentkma«y and the commerce <^ 
the world complcats him. 

988. By a little knowledge of nature, men become a- 
eiei^s } twt a great deal returns them beck again to a found 
and religious mind. 

9S9. An Bngtijh king will never be able to hold the 
ballonce of Europe, if he knows not how to hold the bal- 
Lmce of Sagiaad i ixx his reputatim al»'oad will ri£; or 
£nk, as his afinirs go well (m* ill at home. 

990. The tares have the privilege of die field, as well 
m die wheat \ and the bad fifh o( the net, as wdl as the 
good. To communicate with iin, is fin } but to-commnnU 
4&t« witli dw finner, in that whidi is not fin, can be none. 

991. Wfaeaever you commend, add your naJaa for <l»- 
mg ib : It is this whidi diftinguifbes the approbadon oif 
« man of £nie, from tfae flatitery of iyoophants, and 
the oikiui^Gn «f fools. 

992^ The only remedy againft fear, is the refult of rir- 
tuous adtioDs, for tfa(^ wfao do no evil, fi»r noae. 

Y 993. Rc- 
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993. Reputation Is the ^refl face of virtue, and Iboneft 
cheats the world. 

994. There is as much policy wanting to fecure a rcpu- 
tatiouj as wit and learning to deferve it. 

995. No man is ridiculous for being what he is, bat 
only for the affection of being fomething more. 

996. It behoves every man, in the fearch of truth, to 
preferve a philofophical liberty, not to be fo enflaved to 
the opinion of any one, as to think whatever he fays in- 
&IUble. 

997. I would not have one of a great character en- 
deavour to make himfelf inacceffible; nothing but a mean 
genius ought to be ihy of {hewing himfelf, as being con- 
fcious that his merit will not bear too near a fcrutiny j 
there is a medium between a haughtinefs that defpifes o- 
thers, and a ^miliarity that makes us cheap. 

998. If you defirc knowledge only to know, it is cu- 
riofity J if to be known, it is vanity ; but, if to edify, it 
is charity ; or that thou mayeft be ediAed, it is wifdom. 

999. Curioiity is one of the Arongeft and moH laitiog 
of our appetites. 

1000. It is conformity of incliaatl(His that conftltutet 
friendfliip. 

1 00 1. There are none that contemn a bad ^une, fo 
much as thofe who defpife the virtues that produce a good 
one ; they that flight reputation, feldom value virtue, for 
when once they are indifferent to other people's wcwds^ 
they are commonly fo to their own aftions ; fuch I would 
avoid. -, How can you expert they will preferve your re- 
putation, when they defpiic their own \ 

1002. Per- 
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1002. Perjury is a fin that ftrikes like a fword with two 
edges, both againll divine and human £iith } it impioufly 
appears to brave heaven itfelf, and is odious to all focic- 
ties on earth, flighting all folemn covenants made with 
God and man. 

1003. It is dangerous to add power to them who only 
want will to do mifchief. 

1004. He that firft invented the names- of Whig and 
Tory, has done the nation as much harm, as the gun- 
powder treafon would have done it, if it had taken effect. 

1005. We have lately bad the hiftory of unfortunate 
&vourite8, it is pity the author has not given us, at the 
fame time, the hiftory of princes that have been undone 
by them. I am fure this fecond part would have been as 
fealbnable and ufehil as the firft. 

1 006. Death happens but once, but the fenfe of it rer 
news in all the moments of our lives ; and the fear we 
have of it, is ten times worfe than the fubmitting to it. 

1007. Though the continued traveries of fortune may 
make us out of humour with the world, yet nothing but 
a noble inclination to virtue and philofophy can make ui 
happy in retirement. 

1008. There goes a great deal of art and addrefs to 
make a denial go down, and by fiur and civil exprefiions, 
to fupply the kindnefs we cannot grant. 

1009. Men are born to be lerviceable one to another; 
therefore, either reform the world, or bear with it. 

1010. The generality of men feem fitter for thofe em" 
ploymenti they have not, than for thofe they ftand already 
polTeftof. 

Y2 101 1. The! 
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^ ion. The ann of ocatoa » viaccy; cf faifiodanff 
truth; aDdof;poeu> admintku. 

loie. In&mj, if dim art a nmd-miU, wfll Aiek t if 
marble, it will veboand. 

1013. It is the ill fortune of a ftrong bniD» if not'lo 
be dignified as meritDnoas. to be dcpre&d as daoeecaou, 

1014. He that declines phyiic till he be Wcakand«itfa 
\ibc diieafey is bcdd too loog, and w^ too late. . 

10 1 5. OftentinKS a finall lofs in an irmy, tike oMiv 
ing a vein, does radier ccoed than urf way impair the 
fankh; whffeas too much prc^perky, like ^ewck^t fur- 
Mt, fuddenly becomes incuraMe, 

1016. Reb&fcc thyforvanfs ftuhs in jviTOte, pubticfc 
fcproof hardens Stame ; if he be p^a youth, flrikebun 
noti he is not fit for thy fcrvice, wh<^ after wife f^rdofe,. 
will ■cither (Seferve thy flrodces, ord^eA them, 

1017. We ihonld'fpeak mndefUy of others bef(H« thofe 
whom we owe refpcft to, who take Utde pieaftre in 
hearingtfcc prtife whcrwnth^ have no part. Tomake a 
^Crade of fquandenng infipid praircs upon eirery body, ie a 
▼crydeipicablecfaaraAer. Civility demands thatwe fhcald 
be complimental upon Tome occafions, but it is tUfWng 
■fool indifcrnmnatcly to beilow our compiimestSj learned, 
by heart, opon'all comers, and a» foon as we aceoft ihetn^ 
begin their panegyricks ; there is nothing more naufeoua 
\o a judicious tafte,^ ^an ^ofe fiflfeme fktteries. I would 
rather hare hard words Hrintly laid to me, than hear 
tiiOfc rvcrlafting encomiafts, who are conftantly fifing 
Bie an incetilc that iriakes 'me drui^, and gets into my 
head. 

1018. The 
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iQiZ. The fool Aoe& not diii:en],.aiid, confcquenxly^ 
cannot mind the good th^ is obvioys, for his thoughtf 
are ilill intent upon the £itiue } but the prudc;i)t vasfx re- 
trieves things that were loftj out of obtivioDi t^ ibength 
of rccoUe^on tenders them perfpicupus, aod enjoys them as 
if they mese pceient : Happine& having only a few icc^ 
iBJflutcs to be courted in, the man ihat has no intelle<^3 
neglects this opportunity, and To it Aides away frosn his 
^fenicyaad 90. «iot% belongs to him. 

1019. TJk mi&ry and happiaefs pf the whde life of 
mortals, are thepaes leasee wocth a pfiffion. Whatover 
yxn enduce as an evil, or poiTefs as a good, gre both To 
ihprt;, -t))at-;as the pne need not fisk us to an exce& f^ 
griei^ Sq neither doestthe other deierve a.par^uiyfiixof joy ; 
4 figh.or a itesu- aie fioough Use tthc firit, aod a imjle is loa 
nuw^ /or.tlfteilafl:. 

.]<»»)p. W<e,jiie either. ;u»(k oc.OMrred intwi' «^tfV- 
»ff, and governments 9s n^U jts |>riyate jCtOHUes are C9«- 
-ceroed 10 the c(Mi£:9aeace of it. M^heiitfoce Ticlcef}: dif- 
poficions.ibfHikl becbccl^ bstiimesi for whe^ tl^y -come ; 
iwcf to^bjics. tjwy/grow inptfm^e. .MoT^ pQQip^ go^ 
the gibbet for want of timely inftruftion, difcipline, s^ 
C«:rQiflion, tJian upon any incurable pravity of :{ujti^e ; 
aod it is pM^u^y the i&ult of parents, guapdiaos, tutors^ 
and governors, that fo many men mifcarry. 
; 1021. ;Do. not jofui^geas if you hadten tbopfaod years 
to throw away : trook you, death iUods at your elbow; 
foake the pioilt of ypur minute, 4od be-good for fomethtng 
while it is in yotir power. 

)022. Men 
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1022. Men that marry for riches, many times bring 
into their families an unfupportable miilreis. 

1023. Many marriages prove convenient and ufcfulj 
but few delightful. 

1024. Unmarried men are beft friends, beft mafters, 
beft fervants, but not always beft fubjcfls ; for they are 
light to run away \ and almofl all fugitives are of that 
condition. 

1025. It is the fault of weak rcafoners to venture up- 
on many things they do not under/land, and to renounce 
them as foon as they come to know them. 

1026. Too fervile a fubmiflion to the books and opi- 
nions of the antieniSy has ipoiled many an ingenious 
man, and plagued the world with abundance q{ pedants. 

1027. It is obferved, that as profperity unexpeded 
makes men carded and remifs, if they be not very wife ; 
fo theywho have received the wounds of adverfe fortune, 
become more vigilant and coUeifted. 

1028. The jirabian proverb fays, The habitation of 
danger is on the borders of fecurity ; and that a man 
never runs greater hazards, than when he leafl fears 
them. 

1029. He that looks ht content muft look for inno- 
cence, for thofe who fly from the one will never obtain 
the other. 

1030. The highefl pitch of human underflanding Is 
to be thoroughly acquainted with our own weaktiefs, 
vanity, and mifery : And the lefs wit a man has, the 
lefe he knows of thefe matters. 

1031. The joys of parents are fecreti and fo are their 

grie& 
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griefi and fears ; They cannot utter the one, nor will 
they exprefs the other. Children fweeten labour, but they 
make misfortunes more bitter : They increafe the cares 
of Hfe, but they mitigate the remembrance of death. 

1032. What a happy condition is that, which gives a 
man fo' frequent opportunities to do good to fo many 
thoufands ! What a dangerous pod is that, which expofes 
a man to do hurt to fo many millions ! 

1033. Hiftory antedates, and is the witnefs of time, 
the fight of truth, the life of memory, the herald of an- 
tiquity, and the miftrefs of life, which brings experience 
without grey hairs, and makes us wife at the coft of o- 
thers, that, upon the light which is given us of paft times, 
we may form prudent judgments of the prefent, and pro- 
bable conjeftures of the time to come. By reading, a 
man makes himfelf cotemporary with the ages pall, and 
this way of running up beyond our nativity is much bet- 
ter than Plato's pre-exiftence : However, covet not ma- 
ny books, let them be like the number of your friends, 
very choice, but few j for good books are a guide in youth, 
an entertainment in age, a fupport in folitude, and keep 
us from being a burden to ourfelves. When we are at any 
time weary of the living, we may thus repair to the dead, 
who have nothing of peevithnefs, pride, or defign in all 
their converfation. 

1034. Reading is to the mind, what exercifc is to the 
body : as by the one health is prefervcd, ftrengthened and 
invigorated ; fo by the other, virtue, which is the health 
of the mind, is kept alive, cheriihcd, and conBrmcd. But 
as ezercife becomes tedious, and painful, when we make 

ufe 
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uft of it oiiljr as ffie' nidiinft df heatth, fo wading is apt w 
grow tihtafy, aiid bOrdenfome, when we apply ourfcives 
to H, dfiiy fb*- oiii- rniprovcftient in Tirtue. For this rca- 
fon, the vh'tuti i*hich we gather from a &ble, or allego-' 
ty, is like the healdi we gdt by hunting ; ae we are en- 
gaged in all agreeabte ptiiTuit, that dra#s u& oil witli plea- 
fbre, aiid makes us iiifeiifiblti of thfi digues tliat accom-' 
pany it. 

1035. The ftahdards of fiiftory are, Tbucydides among 
the Greeks^ and Livy among the Romans ; they art noble, 
without fdaring tbo high, and natural, without finking tod 
low. ^tiitts Gurtius, by ahmrig at tott much polltene^ 
has bfl a great deal of that grand ahd inajeftick air, 
xrhich fo well bfecomee Sdllufl, U^ho made a voyage to A- 
fricOt on piirpofe, to obferve the fituatlon df the places 
he (hotild hare occafion to mention in the yMgurtbint 
War. The generality df hlAorians being penfionen of the 
court, it is iio wonder they are biafied. A man mnft 
lay afide hopes dtid fears^ dnd all kinds of interefts, when 
he engages in this great attempt, fb that he may always daiv 
to fpeak the truth. 

1036. All prtcbptft eonceralng Kings are fummarily 
comprehended in thefe two : Remember that thaa trrt a 
matt; and that thou art injiead of God : The one bridleB 
their power, and the other their will. 

«^3^ fi^if.,^ '^ *°37' f^Private hian is judged of by his companions^ a 
" Ay '-"J Pf^f^' by his minifien, 

/'■C^h'' f^ ^ & f i^S^* ^°^ *"^ ^*'' ''""^ ^* **"'y niodeft terms for 
/ /O*' ■ / * ^^ ^ ^^^ '"^ *" employments. 
^4' A^ 4J fU^i-^ ^^ ^j ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^y^ .^^^ OB^^r furtablc to 

<Y^ A*^^-^- . their 
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their profeffion, that may make them appear what they 
have a mind to be taken for ; fo that we may fay, that 
the ivorld is made up of nothing but formal countenances 
and Ihows. 

1040. It is hard to determine which of the two is the 
greater fliame, either to be denied a place we deferve, or 
granted one we deferve not. 

1041. Courtiers generally pay fervices with fmoak and 
faja words, and ufe a world of unprofitable ceremony to 
mortify an honeft man. 

1042. What a great deal of time and eafe that man 
gains, who is not troubled with the fpirit of curiofity, 
who lets his neighbour's thoughts and behaviour alone, 
con6nes his infpeftions to himfelf, and takes care of the 
point of honefty and confcience ! 

1043. It is part of the bufinefs of life, to lofe it hand- 
fomely. 

1 044. England was at firft a monarchy under the Bri- 
tons, and then a province under the Romans, and after 
that divided into feven kingdoms under the Saxons, after 
them the Danes, then the Normans, and now a monar- 
chy again under the Englijh, and all this by God's pro- 
vidence, who fuffered his own peculiar people, the Jews, 
to be under divers manners of government at divers times j 
at firft under patriarchs, Abraham, IJaac, &c. then under 
captains, as Mofes, Jojhua, &c. then under judges, as OthnieJ^' 
Ehud, Gideon, &c. then under high priefts, Eli and Sa- 
muel; then under kings, as Saul, David, &c. then un- 
der captains and high priefts, again, z& Zorobabel, "Judas 
Maccabeus, and his brethren j until the government was," 

Z laftly. 
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laftly, brought under the power of the Bam(fn$, The go- 
vernment of Britain is a mixed, Umlted tnofiarcby, where 
the fupremc power is divided between the king and the 
people^ that is, the lords and commons, lince he caa nei- 
ther raife money, nor make nor annul laws, without 
them ; and thofe laws acQ a rule to both, a common 
meafurc to him of his power, and t<? them of their obe- 
(Jience. The government is called a monarchy, becauie 
the king is predominant in the cooAitution, he ha,ving 
his (hare in the fupreme power, and the chief ejicecutive 
part or adminiftration.is fiRgly in him. The crown is not 
held by a paternal right, but by the laws of the realm* 
which allow nq power of difpofing of the throne to it& 
king;, nor can a king bo deprived of his kiwful right by 
any aft of his predeceffor. 

1045. Ful^r fays, " the "Turkijh empire Is thegr^teil 
and befl compacted the fun ever iaw, not excepting the 
Bamfin itfelf, ip all its glory, t$kQ fea and land together ; 
from Buda in the weft, to Taurit in the eaft, it ftretches 
gboye three thouland nvles % little leis in the extent thereof 
north and fouth ; it lies in the heart of the werld» com- 
manding the moft &uitfiil countries of Ewope, J^t V(A 
j^rica i only Amrica (not more happy in her rich 
min^, than her remotenefs) lies free from their i«ach. 
lyiahometaiufm has lafted above a thouland years, a long- 
e^ contioved feourge than any enemy of old : For the 
Egyptians oppre0cd Ifrael fcarce two hundred years ; the 
Canamites tweitfy j the Moabites eighteen \ the Pbiltjiims 
forty f the Affyriam and Cbaldtans^ three hundred; jinfi' 
ocbus E^ipbanfs^ forty years ; the Chrifl^ church, from 
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Atrt) to Qmjfahtine^ was a£Ri£led two hundred and iixty 
^rs. The Mufti appears alwajre in green, that being the 
&cred colour, wherein the &mily of Mahomet is always 
cloathed, out of which he Is conf(ant1y chofen, and iff 
Seated with as great reverence and.refped among the 
Turlby as the Pope is among the Romans ; for it is a main 
principle in their dwimty^ that no one thing does more 
prefenre, and Improve their religion, than a venerable^ 
fcigh, pieus efteem bf ics c*uelf minilter. Thlsy have no 
other guide, or law, both for temporal and church af- 
itiirr, than the j^torofij which th^ bold fo be the ^le 
of dvU' juflice, as wdl as die divliie charter of &eif 
fkfration ; it is^ only in one langifag^, that h, AraHcS^ tRe* 
mother tongue of their prdphet : Among its' many other 
i^furdtties it affirms dlat jidrabam «^' the Ibn otLazarm^ 
and-thevirgln- Afjrf fifter to Atrwi"' 

1046; Thtf domimral prayer, and thff dportbUcal creed, 
atetwoaifltej tending to the famer objefit of devotion, yetf 
they differ in- this; we inclu(te all in the firlV, arn(( our- 
felves only in the fecond j one may beg for anodier; bur 
he mult believe for himfelf; there is no man cari believe 
By a deputy. 

' 1047. Thcbooksof the Apocrypha are nofwairantfed" 
by divine infpiration, becaufe they were Written after pro- 
phecy and divine infpiration wths ended in the* Je^'ijh 
church, Afo&fAi being the laft of their propheb, afcCording 
to the general'tfadition. 

1048. Mufick, ornaments, and" decteHt cdrehlotiies,- 

were brought into churches, that the bufy ahd rcftleft 

feiicy, being^ bribed by its proper obje€ls, may beinfttu- 

Z2 mental 
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mental to a more celeAial love, and tranlplant the inftm-* 
ments of fancy into religion : The mufick of our churches, 
purifies and exalts the paflions, gives the thoughts a pro-! 
per turn, chenfhes thofe divine impulfes in the foul,, 
which every one feels, who has not ftifled them by fenfu- 
al and immoderate pleafures ; it raifes noble hints in the 
mind} and fills it with great conceptions, it firengthens 
devotion, advances praife into rapture, lengthens every-aft 
of worfhip, and produces tailing and permanent imprelHons 
of piety. 

1 049. Graham was, with his own hands, to facrifice 
his fon JJaac^ where, by the law of the bumt-ofiering, then 
known to Abraham^ and afterwards publilhed to Ifraelt 
his throat was to be cut, his body divided into quarters, 
his bowels taken out, and burnt to afhes. That &ith, that 
could furmount thefe many difHculties, and readily, and 
chearfully, refl upon God in the difcharge of fuch a duty, 
no wonder it is fo honoured by God, and celebrated by all 
men, yea, even by the heathens, who have tranflated this 
iiiftory into their fables. - 

1050. How can death be a misfortune to a man, which 
is no difappointment to his nature P And how can that 
crofe upon a man's nature, which falls in with the very in- 
tention^and defign of it ? 

1051. IdleneJi%vA ofcitancy fix the mind to what it 
finds eafy and agreeable : This habit always confines, 
and cramps up, bur notions, and no body was ever at the 
pains to ilretch and carry his underftanding as fiu* as it 
would go. 

J052. A man that enters the world muft be indi^rioui, 

but 
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bat not affe^ed in difclofing his abiKties : the beft wajr 
is to obferve a gradation^ for the floweft fteps to greatnefs 
are the moft fecure, but fwift rifes are often attended with 
precipitate faUs, and what is foonelt got, is generally ihorc 
in the poUelfion. 

1053. We fhould defirc very few t\i\n^ paffmiately^ if 
we did but perfedtly know the nature of the thing we 
deJire. 

1 054. Where things appear mofl plaulibleand pretend. 
JDgj be fure to bring them to the teA, and look within 
them J and when the paint is thus puUed oS, the coarfe- 
nefs of them will ealilj be difcovered : without this care, 
£gurc and out-fide are great cheats ; and when you think 
your fency is bcft employed, you will be moft fooled. 
Even virtue itfelf is fometimes counterfeited, and gravity 
is nothing clfe but grimace. Thus Crates difcovered Xe- 
nocrates'% philofophy to be only fkin-deep, great demure- 
ncls itiiibout, and no lefs vanity witbtn. 

1055. God abhorred human facrifice; Jepbiha was a 
Gileadite^ and no prieft, and therefore could not facrifice 
his daughter ; ihe deplored her virginity, not her death > 
and it is faid the daughters of Ifrael went yearly to talk 
with her, not to lament her. 

1056. The judiciary parts of the law were thofc that 
related to the 'Jev>s, as they were a fociety of men to 
whomGod, by a fpecial command, gave authority to drive 
out and deftroy a wicked race of people, and to poflefs 
their land, which God appointed to be divided equally a- 
mong them, and that every portion ftiould be a perpe- 
tuity to a family ; that, though it might be mortgaged out 

for 
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A)r a number of yean, yet it was afterwards to rerert to 
die ^imily^ Upon this bottom dicy were &ft fet, and they 
Were ftill to be preferred upon it, fo that many hws were 
^en them as.a civil focicty, which cannot belong to any 
other i and therefore their whole judidary hw, except 
where any parts of it were founded upon moral equity, 
was a complicated thing, and can belong to no other na- 
tion, that is not, in its firft eiTential conftitution, made and 
framed as they were. For inftance^ the prohibition of 
taking ufe for moHcy, being a means to prefcrre that c- 
quality which was among them, and to keep any of thenr 
from becoming cxceffivcly rich, or others fi'om becomitig 
miferably poor, this is by no means to be applied to other 
confHtutions, where men are left to their induAry, and , 
neither have their inheritance by a grant from heaven, 
nor are put, by any fpeclal appointment of God^ all upon 
a level ; fo that it is certain, and can bear no debate, 
that the Mofakal difpenfation, as to all the parts of it, 
that are not of their own nature moral, is determined and 
abrogated by the gofpel. The decifions which the ji- 
piftles made in this matter, arc fo clear, and for the proof 
of them, the whole tenor of the epiiHcs to the Galatians^ 
and the Hebrews, is fo full, that no doubt can refl' con- 
cerning them, with any man who reads them. 

1057. Themofr illiterate man, who is touched with de» 
votion, and ufes frequent exercifes of It, contraft* a cer- 
tain gneatnefs of mind, mingled with a noWe fimpliciey^ 
that raifes him> above thofe of the fame condition, and 
thcip ia an indeliWe mark of goodnefs in thofe who fin- 
ccrely p<ril^ it. It is hardly pofTible it fhouMbe other- 
wife, 
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vii«, ibrtbv'lerToun of t ploUs mind ivill naturally con-i 
^ta£t fiich an car&eftae& and attettUon towards a better be^ 
ipg^ as will make the ordinary pajl&ges io go olf with a 
^omiog indi&rence. By thht a man, in the ioweft coti-* 
4itio9, will not appear mean, or In die moft fplendld for-> 
tuoe H^le&t. Th^re are no diftingoilhing qaailitles atnong 
men, to which there are not falfe pretenders j buc though 
neoe ia more pretended to than devotion, there are per- 
haps fewer Tuceelsfbt impoftors in this kind, than any o- 
ther. There is fbrnething ib natively great and good in 
& piribn that ia truly devout, that aa aakaid man mdy as 
well be genteel, as a hypocrite pious : The conftraint, in 
yrords or a£Uons, 19 eqoalty viUble in both cales, and any 
tfaang let up in their rocuns, docs but remove the mdea" 
vours the farther from the pnteniions > but, however, 
the fen^ a£ trug pic^ being abated, there is no other mo- 
trvc of action that can carry as thirmgh the vici^itud^ c4 
l^jk with ahKxity and refohitioa : bat pieCy, like phi]of<v 
^y, when i( is iuperficial, dots bat mak* men appear thti 
\rorfe for it ; and a principle that is but haJf-received, 
4oes but diAc»u&, inftead of guidiAg our behavrour. 

2^05^. A death-bed figure is one of the moA mortify- 
ing iights in the world ; to felt tn ib dark and difmal i 
cloud, and to go off the Jkge of life with langaor, de- 
|btQuiy» and, convulSons, is a melancholy profpef):, and 
a terrible rebnke to the dignity of human nature. He 
that can conquer his ima^ation, nnry pa^Blbiy die eafier 
of a &ggot than a &ver, and had better dioofe to havtt 
the fire kindled without, than within bins ; the laA aA of 
U& is fomctimes like the laft number in a fum, ten times 

greater 
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greater than all the reft. There are Tome who have gio«' 
lious opportunities of going out of the world, very well 
worth their coming for; and others have a greatnefs and 
nobility in their nature, not to be over-awed l^ death it- 
lelf : I do not mean the courage of bullies and town 
fparks, who are fo hardy as to rifque both body and foul 
upon a point of pretended honour ; they are diftempered- 
beyond the lunacy of bedlam, and Oiould be taken care 
of accordingly ; the evils of ncceffity are numerous c- 
nough, without being multiplied by thofe of choice \ I 
mean only that courage which is the produfl of reli- 
gion and reafon. 

1059. Adultery, in refpeft of the perfon, is greater in 
the man than the woman, becaufe Ihe is of a more eafy> 
pliant fpirit, and has lefs underftanding, and has nothing 
to fupply the unequal ilrength of men, but the defence 
pf a paflive nature, and the armour of modefty, which 
is the natural ornament of the fex. " It is unjufl: that the 
man fliould demand that chaftity fi-om his wife, which 
himfclf will not obfervc towards her (faid the good em- 
peror jintoninus). It is as if a man fhould perfuade his 
wife to fight againft enemies that have conquered him." 
In refpeft of the eifefts and evil confequcnces, the adul- 
tery of the woman is worfe, as in bringing baftards into 
a family, injuring the lawful children, infinite violations 
of peace, murders, divorces, and all the effedls of rage 
and madnefs ; but in refpeft of the crime, as relating to 
God, they are equally odious, intolerable, and damnable. 
The church, anticntly, refufed to admit fuch to the com- 
munion. 



>y Google 



APHORISMS and MAXIMS, jyy 
muaioOf till they had done ieven years penance, in h^- 
iBg and feckdoth. 

]o6o. Henrietta MaHa, wife to King Charles the firft, 
at the death of her &ther Hewy the fourth was newly 
bora i and BariertTWy at that time, nuncio in France 
(and afterwards created Pope by the name of Urban the 
eighth) coming to congratulate her birth, and finding 
that IJK Queen-mother had been better pleafed if (he had 
been bom 4 male, he told her ; " Madam, I hope to 
fee this your your^eft daughter a great Queen before I die." 
She anfwcred, " and I hope to fee you a Pope j" both 
which prc^hetick compliments proved true, and within 
a Ihort time of one another, 

lodi. The andent LaceJtmonians were a ftrong, hardy. 
Warlike, and enduring nation, bred up from their infan- 
cy in all manner of diffieBlt exCTciles, and hard(hips of e- 
very kind : their chiefeft delicacy was their black broth, 
ihade of little bits c^ fle{h ftceped in Tinegar, with blood 
and fith. and boiled in a great deal of water : They al- 
moft al#ays lay on the ground, or on very hard beds, and 
their children were not allowed light to go into them, as 
an faidecCnt thing j the better to accuftom them to travel 
in the dark, without any fenfe of fear, or apprehenfion of 
danger. 

1062. The holy war lafled one hundred and ninety 
years ; the coftlieft that ever was, both for time, blood, 
and mofiey. No confli^ fo fierce and a^el, as when re- 
ligion animatec the war, and makes it piety to be irrecon- 
dleable. 

ioti>j. The nnSoa why tbe Oodt were antiendy repre* 
Aa ient- 
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fentcd as fwearing by the lake Styx^ is^ becaufe water waf 
fuppofed to be the principle of all things ; which is con- 
ibnant to Mi>fes^% account of the creation, that the fpirit 
of God moved upon the face of ibe watersy and 2 Pet. iii. 5. 

1064. Wc may obferve Chrift never inveighed againft 
idolatry, ufury, or fabbath -breaking among the fews ; not 
thiu thefe were not fins, but they were not pradifed fo 
much in that age j therefore Chrift bent the drift of his 
preaching againft fpiritual pride, hypocrify, and tradition, 
the then predominant fins among the people. 

1065. It is an unhappy thing that princes and great 
men, who teem to have the leaft need of friends^ Oiould, 
in truth, have the greateft difficulty of knowing them, 
too, for want of occafions to put them to the trial. There 
]$ no ^xooi of friendjhip like fi-equent experiment. Now 
princes are above the want of thofe common ofttces, that 
pafs for friend/hip betwixt man and man, as in. matter of 
money, liberty, proteftion, and the hke. People do not 
flock to court fo much for their mafters iervice, as for the 
making of their own fortune. How fliall any man diftip- 
guifti, now, betwixt a parafite and a man of honour, 
where they are all on the receiving hand, and where hy- 
pocrify and intereft look like duty and aftedtion, 

1066. Wc have very often moreftrcngth than goodwill 
to ufe it, but we &ncy things impofiible to be done, to 
reconcile ourfelves to our own idleneju 

1067. There are few inftances fonnd in ilory of a 
prince that began and atchievcd any great and iamous en- 
terprize after fifty years of age j whether the decline of 
nature leaves not vigour enough for fpch defigns or ac- 
tions. 
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tKHis ; or Fortune, like her (ex, have no kindnefs left fat 
old men, how much foerer ihe &voured them when they 
were young. 

1068. Tyrants can never be iafe; for cruelty is more 
terrible than any danger vre are expoled to, by endeavour- 
ing to avoid it. 

1069. " The hock of Job, fays Dr Ttllotfon, I take ta 
be the moft antient of all others, and much older than 
Mofiii and yet it is written with as lively a fenfe of the 
providence of God, as noble figures, and flighls of elo- 
quence, as perhaps any book extant." God, to convince 
JiA of his ign<»ance in the iecrets of nature and provi- 
dence, poles him with many hard queftions, and this a- 
moi^ the reft, Job xxzviii. 22, 23. Haft thou entered^ 
into the treafures of the Jntyo), or bi^i tboufeen the treafures 
of the bail, tobicb I bave referved againft the day of bat- 
tle and war f The meaning of it is, that the providence 
of God does fometimes interpoie to determine the events 
of war, by governing the feafons, and the vreather, and 
by making the fnow and rain, the wind, and ftorms to 
fulfil his word, and execute his pleafure. Of this we have 
a remarkable inftance In the defeat of Sijera's army, a- 
gainft whom, in the fong of Deborab, the fbrs are iaid 
to have fought in tbeir courfes; though the exprefEon 
be poetical, the plain meaning is, that by mighty and 
fudden rams, which the common opinion did afcribe to 
the influence of the planets, the river of JCr/i6«», near 
which Sifera's army lay, was fo raifcd, as to drown the 
greateft part of that huge hoft. The ftars in tbeir courfes 

A a 2. (iays 
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(%s De&orab) ftM^ht agatri^ tbitm, and the rhtr ^ |^ 
flion /wept them away. 

1 070. The facred writ is fo plentiful a fbifHtMa of «)1 
the riches and ornsiments of 9lpqueafe» as to afford a 
proper model Ux every vay and ftile. .Jlaitf 6 k k>%t ^ " 
remiab pathetical, £2rj&/V/ terrible, Daniel traUd and geor 
tie. As for the other prophets, grc&tatfs is their general 
charader ^ nor is there any thing written with, the Ukfe 
force by Pagan authors. Good ienfe, and true rcoibii. 
were never difplayed to ib much advantiige in any moral 
4reati&, afi in the books of Sdltumn^ No hiftory evor wtt 
writ with ftuh a mixture of fimpUcity and migeffyt as 
that of Mpfes. Nothic^ furely was ever compofed w^ 
more tender pafljone, w with a greater d^caqr of piou» 
and delicate ftraios, tl^ the Pfalms of Daviid. The 
moft refined policy of worlc^ faget oerer oacrjed its view 
jb &r, as the books of Proverk and Eccl(Jiafits. The 
utmofl extent and capacity of bomao wk waa oevec 
able to fumi{h a fufaje£t fo vaft and profound, as tfaofe a- 
dorable myfteries of grace contained in St Paut% tfo&ka. 
But the eloquence and dignity of the iiew teAamen^ 
which is moft emphatically the book of our nligion, aal 
to which all the propbetick writii^ were bat a kind of 
pre^e, or introdudtion, is vaAly fuperior to the gieatcft 
devatioQ of any human ftile. What can be oonceiTvd ta 
great and expreffive, a& that (hort choni&er our Locd ha» 
giwn of his own words, that they are fpiri^y and tbeyi 
are Sfe? No human penetration can ever be iuiOcieat ta 
iathom the depth of thofe myilcrious truths.. 

1071. Our Saviour pafied thirty years of his liie in dor 

fcutity 
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iCDrity and porerty i tben preached, and coDficmod b» 
do&ruie wi^ prod^iss ; £^ve boelth to U)e fick^ %ht ^ 
the bJind, li& to th« dead : He died by mw^t maliet, 
And ro& i^ain by bis own power j &nt twelve g£berm«« 
to Aibdue the world ; fuccslis waited o& thw labour^ 
and crowoed their endeavours j ^ that, in a few years^ 
the chriilizn reUgion jpreita its con^u^fH beyond U» 
bounds of the Romax empire, PF«jii<Lice, lUwr tujifm, tmd 
atheifm^ conlpiizd its ruin j phjlofophers oppofed si^o- 
inents j emperors, bsFoaeats ; and libertinee, fenfuality t 
Yet chriftianity brake throo^ the violenee of (he oppo- 
fition» it multiplied by difputes, and increa&dby perfecu*- 
tion ; milUoas of martyrs Loft their lives in the quarrel* 
ihey demonftrated the troth of their creed, by the con- 
fitncy of their invincible valour, though th«ir tcu-ments 
were inexpreffiUe. So that, BotwithAoadihg the chri- 
^an religion has been £> furioully attacked by impiety and 
prophaneiSj it has always appeared holy, always viflori- 
0U3, and always triumphant ; it has been proved by mira- 
cles, Sealed with the blood of martyrs, tefti6ed by the 
apofUes, confirmed by reafon, published by the very ele^ 
ments, and confefled even by devils. 

1072. The chriftian, that firmly believes, and truAs, in 
Cod, is not without his claim to a prefent advantage, 
tho' of a &r difiering nature from that of the atheifts ; h4 
pf opofes to himfelf the fatisfinftion of a man, thofe delightfi 
which may entertain his reafon, not his fenie, and which 
confift in the re£Utude of a well inibrmed mind. His re- 
ligion is the periedeft fcheme of morality, and makes him 
a I^ilofopher without the help of fchools j it teaches hia» 

the 
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the art of fubduing his appetites, calming his paffions, and^ 
in a word, malces him lord of himfel^ and by that gives 
him all the pleafures which rcfult from fuch a fovereign- 
ty : Nor is he totally void even of the pleafures of 
fenfe, which, in many inftances, arc greater to him than 
to thofe that moft court t^in. Temperance cooks his 
coarfeft diet to a greater guft, than all their fhidied mix- 
tiu-es. Chaflity alfo makes one lawfiil embrace more 
grateful to him, than all the naufeating variety of their 
unbounded lufts j and contentment fwells his mite into 
a talent, and makes him richer than the Indies would do, 
if he defired beyond them : Nor is it a contemptible be- 
nefit that his moderation gives him an immunity from 
the fenfitive pains, which oft bring up the rear of inor- 
dinate fenfual pleafures : So that his condition, even fet 
in the worft light, in that very particular, wherein the 
atheift moft ttiumphs over him, is not fo deplorable as 
it is reprefented ; beiides, even the utmoft fuffcrings, which 
chriftianity can at any time require, are outvy'd daily by 
the effeds of luxury and rage, and for one that has an 
opportunity to be a martyr for his God, thoufands becomd 
fo to their vices. 

1073. By a moderate diet the ftrength of the body is 
fupported, the fpirits are more vigorous and active, hu- 
mours attenuated, crudities and obftrudlions prevented, 
many infirmities checked and kept under, the fenfes pre- 
fervcd in their integrity, the ftomach clean, tbe appetite 
and digeftion good. If you have as many difeafes in your 
body, as a bill of mortality contains, this one receipt of 
tempei-ance will cure them all. By temperance men fliut 

up 
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tq) their da)rs like a lamp, only by pure ctinfumption of 
the radical moiilure, without grief or pain. The feiEl of 
the Efeties among the Jews, by reafon of their fimple and 
abftemious diet, did ufually extend their life to one hun- 
dred years : By the iame means too, Laertius tells us, 
the Stoicks and Cynicks were very long livers. The author 
William de Britaine (from whom I writ this) iays thus of 
himfelf : *' I have lived in the reign of five kings, yet 
can I by no other calculation, than that of my iins, be 
found to be old. By reafon of the regularity of life, I have 
a perpetual fpring in me j I never met with an autumn, 
or knew any thing of the fall of the leaf, but vigour and 
ftrength, like the fun in its glory, vilit all my quarters. 
After a fmall pittance, I find a found and quiet fleep all 
night, and at the peep of day I get up as frefli as the 
morning. All aiHii^ions and calamities ar« to me wel- 
come, for I never feel more the divine aififtance and 
comfort, than in ray greateft extremities j and, becaufe I 
am under the protedion of the Ahnighty, I take but lit- 
tle care of myfelf. I never beg of God but general blef- 
fings, becaufe he, in his divine wifdom, knows better 
what is good for me, in particular, than I for myfelf." 

1 074. The reafon why the very word or name of bridge 
appears not in all the fcripture is, becaufe the rivers of Pa- 
UJiine were either fo (hallow, they were pafiable by fords, 
or fo deep, that they were ferried over. 

1076. It is matter of prudence, to have a care not to 
out-do one's mailer. All fuperiority is odious, but in a 
fubjedt over his prince^ It is ever fooUfli or fatal : An ac- 
complifhed man conceals vulgar advantages, as a modeft wo- 
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man hi^e« ha: boaatjr under a. negligent draft. There an 
m&ny who would yield in good fotvaaty or in good humour, 
but no bod/ would yield in gpod wit, and leafl of all & ibw- 
reign. Princes are willing to be afliHod, but not fur- 
ptfled ; thofe who advife them, ought Co fpeak as if they 
pot them hi mind of what they forgot^ and not as teachiiig 
them what they know not. 

1076. It is impoffible for men to love any thing, with- 
out fome rrfped to their private intereAe : And, we only 
follow our own inclination and pleafure, when we pre^ 
fet- our yr/oTi^f before ourfelvesj and yet this preference is 
the only thing that can render Jriendjhif perfect and 
finccre. 

1077. A man of true piety, that has no defigne lo car- 
ry on, like cme of aA eftablifbed IbrcuM, always- makes 
the lealt notfe. One never puUs out his naoney, tb« 
o^Mr never Udks of religioo, but when chore ia occaiJOQ ^ 
fiait.v 

107$. How often have I laughed^ in my fleevet lo hear. 
a country parfonexpkin the effects of drunkeanefs 10 hk 
perHh, that knew them as well as himfelf t 

lojgi he^is Oofnarv, a Ftnaitn of quality aod leut^ 
'A^ wrote % bdok (tf die beneto of b fobcr lift^ and pro- 
duced himrfetf a^ a leAimony, He £iys, to the fortieth y«ar - 
of his age, he was continually perplexed with wri8yofinfir«. 
mittes; at laft he grew fo careful of his dietj that in ora 
year, he was ahnoft freed from all bifr difta£ts, and never 
after ufed phyfkk j he continued thu« tempenMt to the) 
d^tieth year of his a|;ei ib»nd, chtarful, ^m} vegcie y 
dud fcr eMite and perfeSC itt hi£ fhengtb, thai, h« affimo* 

c4. 
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^, ha could do mdft of chofe thiflgs he did in his youth, 
at fouifcore years. At length, he died in his chair, with 
very little pain or fickae&, and all his foifes entire to the 
laft, in the year 163 1. 

1080. Thole that want the organs of any ienfe> never 
can have the ideas belonging to that fenfe> produced in 
their minds } this is too evident to be doubted ; and, there- 
fore, we cannot but be aflurcd, that they come in by the 
organs <£ that fenfe, and no other way : The organs 
tbemfelves, it is plain, do not produce them j for thenihe 
eyes of a man in the dark would produce colours, and 
his nofe lineU rofes in winter : But we fee no body gets 
the relifh of a pine-apple, until he taftes it. 

108 r. Diicreti<Hi is an admirable rail to hide mamfeft 
imperfcdions, and a politick filence fcreens thofe unper- 
ceived weaknefies, which are betray'd by the filly dif- 
courfes that efcape ; we oi^ht-to be very caudousof 
talking before judicious pec^le, left we tread awry. A 
grave and myfterious air may at lead make it probable, 
that we are ikilled in the bufinefs treated on, and give ui 
an appearance of ability. I know not whether of die 
two £uilts is moft blamable in a young man; a filly timo- 
roufiiefi, attended with a Oieepifii and awkard look, 
which keeps him fi-om opening his mouth; or an impu- 
dent prefumption, that defines with a bold air, cenfures 
right or wrong, attacks the condud of all the worid, vents 
a thouland fooleries, and then carelles himlelf for them ; 
both ar? equally foolidi, but it is eafier to endure the £- 
lence of the (mcj than the fi-othine6 and vanity of the 
other. 

Bb It 
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10S2. It IS not barely die doing of good, that mak&s ms 
have the title of being good. It is agenerods and uniter- 
fal inclination, of doing fo by every body. 

1083. Court acknowledgments have not ib much re- 
fpedt to ^ fafi^ as defign upon the jkn^t. They ac- 
knowledge ohUg'tttims to aU that are in any poft to ob- 
lige, and by an afffeaed gmtitude kit favours never 
d(Mie, in(inuate themfelvcs mto thofe ki wh<^c pomr it is 
to do them. 

T084. The great ones, in requital, haTC a trick as arti- 
ficial to excufe themfdvcs from doing kindnefies, as the 
courtiers have to engage them to it. They reproach men 
with fervices never done, and complain of ingratrfttde, 
though they have hardly obliged any one, to draw fiom 
hence a fpecious pretence to oblige no body. 

10^5. There is no trjal o£a true friend, but in cafes dT 
diificnhy j as lois, trouble, or danger ; for that is the time 
of dUUnguiihing what a man does Bx my &ke> and what 
for his own. 

1086. Virtues arc loft iniTttereft^ as rivers arc fwallow- 
cd up in the fci. 

1087. huxary, and too great delicacy of manners in ft 
ftate, are in&llible fymptoms of its declenlion : Y<x 
when men are fo over-curious and nice In dieir own con^ 
cems and interejisy the good of the publicfc is generally 
negledted. 

1088. He has learntbut litde, who values himfelf upon 
what he knows, or defpifes another for what he knows not. 

1089. Bafhfulnefs is no ill iign in itfelf, but the caufe 
and occafioB of a great deal of tiarm; ibr the baihful o& 

teiuimes 
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tentunes nin into the fame enomuticSj as the moft har- 
dened and inapudent, with, this difierence only, that the 
former feel regret for fuch mifcairriages» but the latter 
take a pleafure and fatisfa£tion therein ; the graceless 
perfon is without fenfe of grief for the greateft bafenefs, 
^d the bafhftU is in dift£e& for the leafl appear- 
ance of it : Bafhfulnefs is oolj modefLy in the excefs^ 
and nuy aptly enough be deEcted^ A confuHon, or de- 
jedednefs of fpirit, diicovered in a fuitable charai^er on 
the £ico : For as that grkf, which caAs down the ^es, 
is termed dejeSiednefs^ lib that kind of modefty, which 
.iiannot look another in the face, they call ba/hfuhefs. 

1090. St PW&ys, that in love is a complication of all 
virtues j and St Ai^'tn^ that love is the moft comprehen- 
fivc virtue ; for charity fu^rs.lmg^ and then it is meefc- 
nels i ii is kindt and then it is courtefy ; i£ envies mt, and 
then it is peaceablenefs ; it vaunts not itjelf^ and fo it is 
modefty j it is not puffed, up^ it does not ieharue itfelf un^ 
fiemfyt and then, it is called decency ; feeks not her ow«, 
wd ^fin. it.ifl puHick-fpiintednefs ; iears all things, andfb 
it 1$ cbriftiaa fortitude ; helieves all thittgSy and fo it is 
£iiih)i ht^s all things, and fo ib is aiSirance ; en- 
dures all thingSy and then it is magnanimity ; it ne- 
ver faili, and fo it is por&verance ; it purifies more 
thvi the ilainea o£ martyndooi, it enlightens more than all 
Kftding, and all conlcmpluion, and: it makes a man a 
chriflian» whila knowledge and miracle^ only, make him 
apcodigy. In. a word, it is all philofophy, and all reli- 
gion i and he alone truly knows how to live, who knows 
how todov^e. " Who. is able to dtofcribe the beauties of 
B b 2 holy 
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holy love ? (fays St Clement) the bei^^t to which it 
carries us is unfearchable ; it unites us toGod, and covert 
a multitude of fins, it is the bond of union, and the bane 
of fchifm," 

1 09 1. Converfation is an advantage peculiar to man, 
as well as reafon : It is the band of focie^, and by it 
the commerce of civil life Is kept up ; the mind com- 
municates its thoughts, and the heart expreiles its inclina- 

. tions 'j in fhort, iriendfhip is contracted and kept up by 
the lame means. The converlation of two friends renders 
their happinels, and their misfortunes common ; it aug- 
ments their pleafures, and lellens their afflictions ; nothing 
alleviates grief fo much, as the liberty of complainings 
nothing makes one more fenfible of joy, than the delight 
of expreiSng it. In a word, man is fo ^ bom to be 
fociable, that this quality is no lefs eflential tx> him than 
Tdafon } to fly from company is to aCt againfl the inten- 
tion of nature ; to live always in foUtude, one muft be 
ibmething more than man, or lefs than brute : Immo- 
derate ftudy begets a groHhels in his mind, and vitiates his 
fentiments, the converlation of friends mufl refine and 
aiBfl him ; it is no common blefling to meet with a 
faithfbl, fenfible, difcreet friend, &ithful to conceal no- 

' thing from us, fenfible to remark our fiiults, and difcreet to 
reprehend us for them ; but to be able to believe and fol- 
low advice, is the perfedion of happinefs. It frequently 
happens, that we take a pride in following our own con- 
cdts, like thofe travdlers that lofe their way, for want of 
taking a guide, or enquiring the road. 

1092. The innocent delights of converfation, and plea- 

furable 
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Airabfe entertainments of difcourfe, are themrdves a great 
field of virtae, and an exercife and occalion of many in- 
Aances of obedience : for in that, we may every one of 
us exercife in our own perfons, and be examples to others 
of much courtefy and kindnefs, civility and condefcenfion, 
afiabiiity and cbligingnefs. Let no mdn llien think that 
bis hours of common converfation are always loft hours, 
and that whatever time he fpends upon offices of civility, 
and freedom of company, is mifapplied, and ftolen from 
God and religion ; for we are fulfilling God's laws, white, 
as occafion requires, we keep all the commandments in 
the pleafurable entertainments of common life : they arc 
fuch bufinefs as he has fet for us, and our obedient per- 
formance of them mull pa^ for his fervice, as well as 
devotion, holy conference, and meditation. It is no pre- 
judice to religion, to be free and open in converlation, 
and please and chearfiil in common life ; but rather an 
inflance and expreffion of It. It is no part of any man's 
duty to be always talking in fcripture phrale, and fan£U- 
fied expreffions, or elfe to be wholly filent, and feverely 
morofe, and not talk at all ; for an innocent chearfiilnefs, 
aAd freedom of difcourfe, is not fo truly the good man's 
fin, as the exercife of his virtue and obedience : but that 
every idle word fhall be accounted for at the day of judg- 
ment, that is only meant, every &lfe, flanderous,' finful, 
or unlawful word : the word Ule^ here, is agreeable to 
the word vmn in the third commandment, where we are 
bid not to take the nanpe of God in vain, that is, in per- 
jury and fellhood ; for this is the fenfe pur Saviour gives 
it in his repetition of the commandment. ^ has been 

/aid 
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faid to them of old (laid he, ;'. e. in the third command- 
mcDt) tboujhalt mtforjwear tlrffelf or fwear faUely. 

1093. It may feem fomcwhat a hard cafe for the greater 
thieves to puni/h the lets, and for pubUck piirloincrs and 
bppreflbrs to iit in triumph upon the lires of the Httle 
ones, that go to th? gallows ; for the tye of morali^ is 
the fame upon both, and they iland both accouotable to 
the fame mafter : But time, power, aBd corruption, give 
a reputation to the woril of praiflices j and it is no lon^r 
oppreflion, when it comes gilded with the name of autho- 
rity. Now in the fight of hcavQn, the greater the temp- 
tation, the lefs is the fin ; and yet, ia the vogue of the 
world, it pafies for an exploit of honour, for Kings aqd 
States to run away with whole countries, that they h^ve 
no colour or pretence to ; when many a poor dpvU Aands 
condemned to a halter, or a whipping- poft, for the^ pil- 
fering of a filvcr Ipoon, or perhaps the robbing of a hen- 
rooft. 

1094. There are two forts of curiofitieti the firft.pro-. 
ceeds from interefi^ and is a defire to learn things that 
can be ufeful and beneficial to u$ j the other ariies £rom 
fride^ and is a defire of being wifer than our msighboura. 

1095. He that gives to be feen, would never relieve a 
man in the dark, 

1096. That is good groifnd that bears 4 good crop, no 
matter in what clinute it lie& 

1097. There is not, in all the magazbe of detraction, 
any weapon of proof ^ainft the. t^utqal intio)Ac;i^ of our 
own fex, the generous endeavours of fouls truly ma^lino, 
and virtuous, united by fympathi^ ^nd nutgnets, whofe 
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root is in heaveo. No panegyricks can reach the worth 
of thofe divine engagements^ fince they admit not of any 
fnedlocrity, but derive their value only froui their excels. 
1 have been always flow and cautious in contra(^g ana- 
ties, but where I have once pitched my affection, t love 
without rcfervc or rule. I never entertain, without fuf- 
picion> the warm profeHloDS of love, which fome men 
are apt to make at firft light : fuch mulhroom frienddiipK 
have no deep root, and therefore mod commonly wither 
as ibon as (hey are formed ; yet, I do not deny but there 
are fome marks and lignatures, which fouls ordained for 
love and iriendfhip can read in each other at a glance, 
by which that noble paflion is excited, that afterwards dif^ 
plays itfelf in more apparent charatflers. This is the H- 
tent language of Platonick love, wherein the eye fupplies 
the ofBce of the tongue ; it is the rhetorkk of amorous 
fpirits, wherein they make their court without a word. 
There are fome lafling friendihips, which owe their birth 
to fuch an interview ; but their growth and ^iflnefs pro- 
ceed from other circumflances, being cherifhed by fre- 
quent converfation, repeated good ofHces, and an inviolate 
fidelity j which are the only proper and fubftantial aliment 
of love. It is impofTiblc to fix a friendftiip, wherever we 
place a tranfient inclination j becaufe of the infupportablc 
neceflities which divide particular men fi-om each other's 
commerce, or knowledge, after they have begun to love. 
In the orb of this life, men are like the planets, which 
now and then cafl friendly afpedts on each other, en paf- 
fant J but following the motion of the greater fphcre qf 
providence, they arc again feparated, their influences dif- 
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foive> and new amours commeiice : bat I would hare my 
JHendfhip refemblethe fixed itarsand conftellations, which, 
in the eternal revolution, never part c<»npany or interefts. 
On the other hand, there is no one that can pretend to 
fuch a univerfalized fpirit, to be without antipathies. I 
eAeem hatred to be as necefiary and allowable a palHon as 
love, provided it be exerciied on its proper objects ; fince, 
as the one fallens us to tbofe things which procure our 
happinels, ib the other ^hatches us from what woutd be 
the caufe of our mifery. 

1098. The adrantages of a private life, above thofe 
of a publick, are certainly very great, if the bleffings of 
innocence, iecurity, meditation, good air, health, and 
found fleeps, without the rages of wine and hift, and the 
contagion of idle examples, can make them fo -, for every 
thing, there, is natural and gracious. There is the diver- 
fion of all healthful exercifes for the body, the entertain- 
ment of the place, and of the rivers, without any bafe 
intereft to corrupt either the virtue or the peace of our 
lives. He that is a Have in the town, is a kind of a petty 
prince in the country j he loves his neighbours without 
pride, and lives in charity with the whole world j all that 
he fees is his own, as to the delight of it, without en- 
vying the property j his doors are not troubled with ci- 
ther duns or fools ; and he has the iages of all times in 
his cabinet for his companions. He lives to himfelf, as 
well as to the world.without brawls or quarrels of any fort 
whatfoever ; he fees no bloody murders ; he hears no 
blafphemous execrations ; he lives free from the plagues 
flf jealoufy and envy : and this is the life, in fine, that 

the 



>y Google 



APHORISMS and MAXIMS. 193 
4be ^«ateft, and the wifeft men in the world have, or 
wonld have made, choice of, if cares and bufinefs had not 
hindered them from fo great a blefling. 

1099. Every thing in this Hfc is accidental, even our 
birth, that brin^ us into it : death is the only thing we 
can be fure of, and yet we behave ourfclves juft as if 
all the reft were certain, and death alone accidental. 

HOC. True friends are commonly reckoned in pairs; 
Thefeui and Piritheus, ^chi /Us and PatrQclus, Orefes wA 
Pylades^ Damon and Pythias^ Epaminondas and PelopidaSy 
&c. the number two is the adequate and compleat mea- 
fure 6f iriendfhip. I do not ailirt that we ought to coii£ne 
ourfelves ^only to one, but among the reft there ought to be 
ooe eminently fo, chofe upon long and mature delibera- 
tion, and confirmed by a long and. fettled converfe. That 
which procures love and ^ieodftiip in the world, is a 
iweet and c^liging temper of mind, a lively readlnels in 
doing good offices, together with a conftant habit of vin- 
tue ; than which qualifications nothing is more rarely 
-ftnind in nature ; and therefore, to love and be beloved 
jxmch, can have no place in a multitude ; but the moft 
eager, affection, if divided among numerous obje^s, likie 
a river divided into n;^any channels, muft needs flow, at 
.length, very weak and languid. Upon this fcore, thofc 
animals love their young moft, which generate but onti; 
land Homer describing a beloved child, .calls it the only 
.begotten, and born in old age, at fuch a time wbCn the 
parents neither have, nor hope for, another. 
. iioi. He that has •wife and chiUren, has given hd- 
;ftages to fortune i for they are impoiiments to_greatei?- 
■ r . Co ter- 
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terprizes, either of virtue or mifchief. The perpetuity 
by generation is common to beafts ; but memory, merit, 
and noble works, arc proper to men : and certainly a man 
Ihall find the nobleft works and foundations have always 
proceeded from childlefs men, who have fought to ex- 
prefs the images of their minds, where thofe of their bo- 
dies have failed, and both in affedion and means have 
married and endowed the publick : fo that the care of 
pofterity is the moft in them that have none. 

1 102. When our hatred is too fierce, it fubjefts us to 
the perfons we hate. 

1 103. Revenge is a kind of wild juftice, which the 
more man's nature runs to, the more ought law to weed 
it out : for as to the firft wrong, it does but offend the law ; 
but the revenge of that wrong puts the law out of office. 
Certainly, in. taking reveagej^z man is but even with his 
enemy, but in pailing it over he is fuperior, for it is only 
ft prince's part to pardon. 

1 104. To confider purely the rcpofc of this life, it 
would be well if religion had more or lefs influence upoa 
mankind : Ic compels, and does not fubje<^ enough, like 
fome politicks, that take away the fweetnels of liberty^ 
without bringing the advantages of fubjeSiton. 

1 105. There never was a hypocrite yet fo dlfguifed, 
but he had fome mark or other yet to be known by. 

1 106. When I think of the heart of a gentleman, I 
imagine it firm and intrepid, void of all inwdinate paf- 
fions, and full of tendernefs, compailion and benevolence. 
When I view the fine gentleman, with regard to his man- 
ners, methinks I fee him modeiV, without bafhfulneis ; 
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fi'ank and aflable, without impertinence ; obliging and 
complailantj without fervility ; chcarful and in good hit- 
oaour, without noiTe : thefe amiable qualities are not ea- 
illy obtained, neither are there many men that have a 
genius to excel this way. A finished gentleman is perhaps 
the moil uncommon of all the great charai^ers in life : 
belides the natural endowments with which this diftin- 
guilhed man is to be born, he muft run through a long 
feries of education, before he makes his appearance, and 
ihines in the world ; he muH be principled in religion, 
inftnuSted in all the moral virtues, and led through the 
whole courfe of the polite arts and fciences ; he ihould be 
no ftranger to either courts or camps ^ he muft travel, to 
open his mind, and enlat^e his views, to learn the poli- 
ces and interefts of foreign ftates, as well as to fashion 
and poliih himfelf, and to get clear of thofe natural pre-, 
j^dices, of which every country has its fhare. To thefe 
more effential improvements, he muft not forget to add 
the fafliionable ornaments, fuch as are the languages, and 
the bodily exercifes moft in vogue j neither would I have 
^im think even drefs itfelf beneath his notice. 

1 107. Nothing can be more fickle than the judgment 
oi men, as to the religion of others j they treat as im- 
pious perfons, thofe who forfake the world for God's iake j 
and thofe as weak and decayed in their underftanding. 
that iacrifice fartune to religion. 

I J08. He that is tranfportcd out of his nature, and out 
of his element, let the change be what it will, is a lofer 
by the bargain. A plain, and a homely home, with com- 
petency and content, is beyond all the palaces under the 
Cc 2 hea- 
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heavens ; the pomp, the fdenty, and the pleafiires of 
(hem over and above. To fey nothmg of the furfeits diat ' 
are gottcn'by the cxccffes of eating and drinking, the rcft- 
lefs nights, fadtious emalattons, feuds and difgufts that' 
attend them, befides die flavery of being tied up to o- 
ther people's hours, mcals^ and fathions. He that has 
no ambition, is happy in a cell, or in a cottage, whereas 
the ambitious man is miferable, even upon a throne. He 
that thinks that he has not enough, wants ; and he that 
wants, is a beggar. 

1109. Hafty refolutions are Jcldom fortunate, and it i& 
a piece of neceflary prudence, for a man, before he re- 
folvcs any thing, to confider what may be the conicquence 
of it. 

1 1 10. That man who never grants a favour without 
a great deal of intreaty and importunity, does, as it were/ 
pay himfelf by his own hands, and forfeits his claim to. 
our gratitude. 

iiii. There is no charader more defervedly c- 
ilcemed, than that of a country gentleman, who 
underftands the Aation in which heaven and nature 
have placed him. He is &ther to his tenants, and 
patron to his neighbours ; and is more fuperior to 
thofe of lower fortune, by his benevolence, than hispof- 
fefHons. He juftly divides his time between folitude and 
company, fo as to ufe one for the other. His life is fpent 
in the good offices of an advocate, a referee, a ccm- 
panion, a mediator, and a friend. His counfcl and know- 
ledge are a guard to the fimplicity and innocence of thofe 
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<^ lower talcQia, and the entertainment and happinefs of 
thofe of equal ^yJlen a man in a coantiy Hfe has thk 
turn, as it is . to be hoped thou&nds have, he lives iii a, 
more happj condition, than any that is dcfcribcd in tfae- 
paAoral defcrifrtions of poets, or the vain.glori6as folitudcB- 
recorded by philofb|Jters : to a thiniting man, it would* 
feem prod^iotn, that die very fituation in a country Hfe,' 
does not Jncline men to a fcom of the mean gratificatkna 
uftially taken in it. To dand by a itream, naturally lulls 
the mind into a composure and reverence, and a bright 
fimOiine malces a man cxinfider all nature in gladnds, and: 
himielf tte happieft being in k, as he is the moftcon- 
fcious of her gifb and ei^oyments. It would be the: 
npEift impeitineot piece of pedantry imaginable, to form ' 
our pleafures by imkatiaos of others; I will not, there- 
fore, mention Scip^^ and Laiius, \vbo are genwally pco- 
duced dft this fubjeA, as authorities, for the chtu-ms of a ' 
rural 11& : He that does not feel the force of agree)d}te 
viewi and lituationt in his own mind, will hardly ar- 
rive at the famiiu^on they bring, from the reflections of 
ochers} however they who hare a tafte that way, are 
more particularly inBamed with a delire, when they foe 
otfiers in the eoj^meiBt Cif it } efpecnlly, when men car- 
ry into the Country, k knowledge of the world, as well as 
of nature} theleifore'of fuch per£)ns is endeared andre- 
iuied, by reflodions upon cares and inquietudes. The 
^>lence of pafl labours doubles the preient pleafure, 
which it ftill augmented, if the perfbn in folitude has the 
happinefs of being addifted to letters. 

1 1 12, Theniceft part in human cmverfatim, and the 
finelV 
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fineft: probe of die recelles of the heart of nuui, i&togueli' 
at the meaning of the little hints that are given by the bye, 
and to know how to make the beA of them. There are' 
Ibme malicious and angry jerks, dipped in the gall of 
paflion, and thefe are Imperceptible thanderbolts, that 
ftrjke down thofe they are levelled at. Many times a 
word has thrown down headlong from the pinnacle of &- 
vonr, thofe whom the murmurings of a whole people, com- 
bined againil them, could not fo much as Ihake. There 
are other hints which produce an efied quite contrary ; 
that is to fay, which fupport and increafe the reputation 
Q& a man to whom they are addrefled. But feeing they 
are cunningly glanced, fo are they to be cautioufly receiv- 
ed, for the fecurity confifts in fmeUing out the intention, 
and the blow forefeen is always warded. 

1 1 13. Such words ^fympathy, occult quaUtieSf and a 
thoufand more of the fame (lamp, have no icnle nor lig- 
nification at all. A man is wonderfully deceived, if he 
fancies himfelf one jot the wifer fta- them. They were 
only found out to fupply the want of reafm^ and to be 
ufed when we would ^lin fay fomething> but indeed have 
nothing to iay. 

1 1 14. There are fome obftinate people in the WOTk), 
who have, as it were, fworn an allegiance to their grief, 
and contradted with it for their whole life. But what in- 
jury has nature done them, that they fliould throw them- 
fclves into the hands of their adverfary f It is true, ihe 
has deprived them of what they loved ; but fince flie 
makes us die without our own con fent, why fhould we 
-take it amift that (he deflroys others without our permif- 
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fibn ? Let us confider our friends whilii'they live,- as 
goods we are obliged to part with when dead, as goods' 
we were to enjoy but for a iliort fpace. I am not furpri<4 
zed to iind that tears were in fo much reputation with 
the ports, and defpifed by the philofophers. Poetry bor-'' 
Eowa its beauty from the paflions and the infirmities of 
nature, and philc^ophy derives all its excellence from the 
virtues and forces of the foul. A poet reprefents to us a 
Niobcy who melts into tears, for the death of her children. 
A philofopher ihews us a Corneiia, who beholds, with dry 
eyes, the death of all her fiimily : The one is very tender, 
the other very coor^ewis : I would keep my admiration 
for Cornelia, and my compaffion for Niobe. I pity Niobe^ 
and commend Cornelia. Niobe fubmits to grief, grief 
fubmits to Cornelia. We fhould pity thofe whom grief 
overcomes, but commend thofe who overcome grief. 

1 115. In the ftudy of human learnings our mind ought 
always to prefcrve its own freedom, and not to enflave it- 
felf to other people's iancies. The liberty of the judg- 
ment ihould have its full fcope, and not take any thing 
upon truft, from the credit of any man's authority. 
-When different opinions are propofed to us, we ihould 
confider and chufe, if there are fuch odds between them, 
as to admit of a choice j and if there be not, then wc 
ihould contiue in fufpenfe ilill. 

J 1 16. It is liberty alone which in/pires men with lofty 
thoughts, and elevates their fouls to a higher pitch than 
rules of art can direft. Books of rhctorick make men 
copious and methodical j but they alone can never infufo 
' that true enthuliafrick rage which liberty breathes into 
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their fbub who enjoy it, and which, guidol b^ a I^datd 
judgment, will carry nocn further thin the gteateil induf- 
try, and the quickcft parts can go without it. 

1 1 17. A neighbouring monarch haa oftentimes taken 
wrong meafures, upon account of our intcftine jars, not 
confidering that thf^ who are £u£l'ious among themfclveBi 
and jealous of one another, are more flrongly prepared to 
encounter with a common enemy. 

1118. Asl wilh a /r/Wf would not over Ilightly be- 
lieve all men ; neither would I have him, for ihull cau- 
fes, diftruft erery man. 

1 1 19. The mind not having a fuificient time to recol- 
\t&. its forces, it immediately gulhes into tears, before we 
can utter ourfelves by fighs or complaints. The moft nOr 
torious caufes of thefe drops arc pity, forrow, joy, and 
reconciliation. The foft fex, who are made of man, and 
not earth, have a more delicate humanity, and pity is the 
common caufe of their tears. 

1 1 20. Above any of the other ienfes that of hearing re- 
ceives the iirfl impreflion, moft eafily diAurbe the imod, 
and fubverts the underAandiog. 

1 1 2 1 . All ftates ought to defire peace, yet fo as to be al- 
ways prepared for war. 

1 1 22. All nations do naturally imitate the manners of 
their /n'nf^; and obfcrving his proceedings, refolvc ei- 
ther to bate or love him. Therefore, it highly imports a 
king, upon his firft acceHion to the throne, to give a good 
opinion of himfclf to his people; for it is that firft ftep 
which determines either the bappinefs or mtfery of his 
reign. If the people happen once to bate their- fovercign, 
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then his a^ons, good or evil, are never afterwards ac- 
counted good : But if at the beginning he gains the love 
of the people, then every bad afUon is reputed a virtue ; 
as though he could not be induced to do amifs, without 
good cauie or realbn. 

■ 1123. 2Vi;tfi6 difcovers itielf to //7W«, no longer than 
while they are young and under age : It flie% a crown^ 
and vani(hes out of iight, as foon as they come to be in- 
vefted with power. If thefe iirft years be not made ufe 
of, to give them good advice and inllru<5tion, there will be 
no retrieving it in the following part of their lives ; for all 
then goes oiF in mere juggle and difguife. 

1 1 24. K Roman cox&A had the thanks of the fenate 
(though he was beaten) that he did notdefpairj and a 
French general laas made a Marefcbal of France, after he 
had loft Namur ; but with us, if any thing goes crois, 
we are prcfently for changing the miniftry. 

1 125. Gj/bA^» obfcrves, that the weftem people, of 
moft countries, are the talleft and ftouteft ; and it is cer- 
tain that the eaftcm people of the world, the Cbineje, 
are the moft effeminate, and unwarlikc j it is alfo obfer- 
vable, that rocky, mountainous places breed vrar like, tall 
people, as the Higblanders, S-wtfi and Griffons. 

1126. It is obferved, that armies marching fi-om fouth 
to north, grow more hardy, according as the inward heat 
is either concentrated, or comprefied by the outward air ; 
they which are tranfplanted from cold countries to hot, 
cannot bear the change j whereas thofe that remove more 
northerly, grow more hardy. 

1 1 27. Among the antient Greeks and Romans^ the phi»- 
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loTophers and orators were h-ave, and the brtme mm fiii^ 
died pbikfof^ and tk^uttue ; ataot^ us> ^cjchoiar i& but 
n/cholar, the lawyer does hut plead, and the Jbldier otdy 
fights. In fliort, if a maa excel in ary one tbivgy be ei- 
ther defpifes the refty or is unfit for it. 

1 128. lUligion in a oiag^Aiate ftrengthens his authori- 
ty, becaufe it procures veneration, aad gains a reputation 
to it. And in yi the affiurs <^ this world, fo miuch re- 
putation is, indeed, io much power. 

1 1 29. As clemency is produoed by magnanimity, and 
fearlefln^fi of doflgen, ib is cruelty by cowardice aad iear, 
and ai^es not only a depcavedne& ^ nature, but alfo a 
BKanefs of courage, and imbecilHty of mi^ ; for which 
veafon it is both bated by all that are within its reach and 
danger, and defpilbd by all tjbiat aic without. 

1130. In aniwer to the qoery, wJiether ?«r«ir or Tar- 
tan be more eaiily converted «o the cbriftjas fiitk ? 
The Tartars doubtleft ; for pure pagaoifiD, tad native in- 
Melity, woU foona* take the tinfiure -of chriiUani^ } 
whereas the Turis are foiled and Aained with like cdUg^co 
of Mahanety whidi muA firft he da[i:J&arged. 

1 131. Wc read in Jiiftaay, tihaitmaft/r«Kr/, who have 
been in the apprchenfion of .cooiptracies, hawB tiiJceo the 
courfe to meet aod prevent them by puDldancnt and re- 
Kcage ; hut I find very few who iiave reaped any advan- 
tage by4^ proceeding, and whocfver finds hbiiolf vx this 
dai^r, ought not £o£xpedt nuioh, eitha- £'om hisvigUan- 
cy ox power ; for how hard 2 thing is it for a man toie- 
cure himfelf from an enemy, vriao lies concealed .under <^ 
countenance xsf the xa.Q&. officious fisend we have ; and to 
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difcover and know the wills and inward thoughts of thofe 
who are continiuHy doing us fcrvice ! And moreover, 
this continual fufpicion, that makes a prince jealous of 
all the world, muft of ncccflity be a ftrange tormcBt to 
him. 

H32. Princes and rfieir mimjiers have their nature 
much like that of ceUfiial bodies j they have much fplcn- 
dor, but no reft. 

! 1^3. lA nature is a contradiAion to ^e laws of pro- 
vidmce, and the intereft of mankind ; a puniihment, no 
leis than a fatdt, to thofe that have it. 

113 4. Men'9 Noughts are much according^ to their in- 
cKnatione ; their dtfeourfe and fpeech ts according to their 
Teafning, and infbfed opinions ; but their deeds are after, 
a« they have been accuilomed. 

1 135. The memory of things below remains with us 
after this liib> either in heaven or hell. Son t re- 
member in thy life time tbou receivedfl thy good things^ 
Luke xvi. and Revd. xv. / am be that was dead^ and am 
aUve again. 

1 136. War is proved to be lawful, Firft, BytheBap- 
tiifs anfiver to the foWiers, when they came to his bap- 
tifin. IaiJu iii. 14. Secondly, - By Cbri^a commending 
the centurion's fiiith. Thirdly, By St Paul's ufing a 
band of fokfiers, againft the treachery of the Jews. 
Fourthly, ^ St Peter^s baptising Comeiius, widiout his 
giving over the military em[rfoyment. We may con- 
olnde, Chen, a fbldier is one of a lawftil^ neceflary, and 
commendaMe profisffion : His pay is an honourable ad- 
dition, but no valuable compenfation for his pains. 
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Though money be the fincws of war, yet if thofc fioews 
chance to Shrink, and pay fall Ihort, be takes a fit of this 
ccnvuUiOfi patiently ^ he will not expofe himlelf to need- 
led perils, but if a danger meets, he goes over it with 
valour, or under it with patience j and will neivr give 
ground, but on one of thefc three conditions, eidier 
an alTured peace, abfolute vidoiy, or an honouraUe 
death. 

I '37* ^^^ greateft rices derive their firft propeofity 
from our moil tender in&ncy, and our principal education 
depends upon the nurfe. Yet fuch wife lathers there 
are in the world, who look upon it as a notable mark of 
a martial fpirit, when they hear their fons mi&-call, or 
fee them domineer over a poor pealant, or a lacquey, 
th^ dare not reply and turn again j and a great fign of 
wit, when they cheat and over-reach their playfellovra, by 
fome malicious trick of treachery and deceit ; not confi- 
iidering that thefe are the true iceds of cruelty, tyranny 
and treafon ; they bud and put out there, and afterwards 
ihoot up vigoroufly, and grow Into a prodigious bulk and 
{lature, being cultivated and improved by cuftom. There- 
fore, it is a very dangerous miilake to cxcufe thefe vile 
inclinations, upon the tendernefs of their age, and the tri- 
vialnefs of the fut^e^L 

1 138. No coounendations are thought too great for 
prudence : And yet the higheft pitch of it, cannot enfure 
a man the mc^ uiconfiderablerufA/. 

1 1 3 9; We fhould often iU^ Gx our beft aBimSy if the 
world did but fee all the motives upon which they were 
grounded, 

God 
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1 140. God, in giving us the light of reafon, has not 
thereby tied up his own hands from affording us, wlien 
Jie thinics fit, the light of revelation, in any of thofe 
matters wherein our natural faculties are able to give a 
probable determination. Revelation, where God has been 
pleafed to give it, muft carry It agalnft all the probable 
conjedbires of reafon, becaufe the mind, not being certain 
of the truth of that it does not evidently know, but only 
ylcld^g to the prob^jlity that af^ars in it, is boiuid to 
giye up Its ai&nt to fuch a tefllmooy, which it is iatlsiied 
comes from one, who cannot err, and will not deceive. 
But, yet, it fUIl belongs to reafon, to judge of the truth of its 
bejng a revelation, and of the Hgnificatlon of the words 
wherein it Is delivered. Indeed, If any thing ihall be tho't 
revelatbn, which is contrary to the true principles of rea- 
fon, and the evident knowledge the mind has of Its own 
clear and dIfrin<A ideas, there, reafon mufl be hearkened 
untOj as a matter within its province ; fince a man can 
never have fo certain a knowledge, that a propoiitlon, 
which contradi^ the clear principles ^nd evidence of his 
own underfranding, was divinely revealed, or that he under- 
ftands the words rightly, wherein it It delivered, as be has, 
that the contrary Is true ; and fo Is bound to confider, and 
judge of it as a matter of reafon, and not fwallow it 
without examination, as a matter of faith. 

114J. I am fcandalized at fotpe chriftlans, who will not 
allow lalvation to any man that is not within the vifible 
pale of their church, as If the eternal lun of juflice were 
ecUpied to all that were out of their narrow horizon. 
&ats he enlightens every man that comes into this world, 

and 



>y Google 



2o6 A Collection sf 

and his rays an not confined to countries or parties. He 
fliinee univer£iUy, and no man can trace him in the zo- 
diack of his mercy. I dare not, it is true (with- Jufiin 
Martyr) canoniae the philofophers, and place Socrtrtez 
and HeracHttii in heaven ; neither ann I Aire, that Ari- 
ftotUy by his learned treatifes of it, has (rfMaiaed an inhe- 
ritance there. It is- loo ofikiow a segard, and too bold a 
charity, thoe happily to difpofe of particular men. On 
the other fide, I dread to ps6 die fentence of damnation 
on all the antient Pagam^ and to arcr that none were ia» 
ved who died brfofe the fifteenth year of 7rberius. Tho* 
the meer light of natural rcafon was not fiifficicnt to con- 
doft them, nor aH their moraHty cnoir^ to entitle them 
to fupremte felicity ; yet I cannot be perfiiaded, that the 
infitiite goodnefe would doom Ac virtnons Gentiles to the 
abyfe of mifcfy : neither can any man dcmonflrate, Aat 
Chrift was not the Hght of the Gentiles, bcftire his incar- 
nation i and fince Mrdtam few his day, and T«ras glad, 
how do we know that men, renowned for then- prudence, 
temperance, fortitnde, chaftity, Hbcrality, and the 13ce 
virtues, might not alfb be fevoured with a glimpfe of die 
Meifias, the defire of aH nations, before he appeared in 
the flcfli ? ThoQgh we have no records in fcripturc oF 
Uepms Trifmgijiusy Epi^etui, Hmer^ lliefeus, andfl^- 
cuks^ yet we cannot be aflbred but tJiat they had feith, 
and expefted die redeemer, as well as Job, who was not 
rf the hcAy Uqc, but a branch of the Gentiles. When I 
confidcr what pains fomc of the wiTec heathens have takea 
to find out the truth } when I contemplate on Pythagoras 
tranlting; ibrough .4^> a^ parlictriarly converfiint in Pa- 

lejiinei 
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to the involuntary frailties of human nature, fome indul- 
gence granted to the invincible ignorance of a great part 
of Adam'^ pofterity, who, if they knew not the high way 
to heaven which was revealed to their brethren tlie "Jems 
and ChrifUans, it is too narrow a coDcdt of God's mer- 
cy, to think, that becaufe he had chiefly manilefted it 
in the royal road of the law and gofpel^ therefore he would 
never go out of the beaten track \ this were to retrench 
the divine prerogative, and to tye him up to limited con- 
ditions, whofe ways are in the great deep^ and whofe foot- 
Aeps no created being can trace. 

1 142. Cufiom is the plague of ^ije men, and the idol 
of fools. 

1 143. You have done a kindnefs to fuch a peribn, and 
becaufe he makes no return, you grow peevifli and lati- 
rlcal upon him : in earnefl, this is a Hgn that you had a 
mercenary view, and that you were but a Imchfter m the 
mafk of a friend^ for otherwife you would have been ia- 
tisfied with a generous aftion, and made virtue her own • 
reward. You have obliged a man, it is very well, what 
would you have more? Is not the confdoufneis of a good 
office, a fufficicnt conlideration ? You have humour«l 
your own nature, and a£ted upon your conftitution, and 
muft you iliU have fomething over and above ? For man 
is made to be kind and oblige, and lus faculties are order- 
ed accordingly, and therefore, when he does a good of- 
fice, he follows the bent, and anfwers the end of his being. 

1 144. When I have tired myfelf with following the 
vlfible motions of nature, I return home again, thinking 
to take fanftuary in myfelf, and find refl in the contem- 

- pla^ 
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tdation of my own foul : but there I do but commence a 
new fatigue, and am hurried about in a perpetual circle, by 
an inviiible energy within me. I think, fpeak, and aft 
with infinite variety, yet know not how I perform thole 
(fiffircnt operations. I know myfelf to be an incorporeal 
fubftance, and can eafily feel out my own independency 
on the body : I look on this houfe of clay, I carry about 
me, to be <Hily my prifon ; but how I am confined to this 
prifon, is a riddle which I cannot folve. I can better 
imagine how a beam of our invifible fun may be united 
to a marble ftatue, than that a pure thought fhould be 
feftened to a clod of earth, from which it cannot free itlelf 
but by death. What cement is it that thus clofely ties 
together two fuch incompatible effcnces, as heaven and 
earth, light and darknefs, fpirit and body ? This is a knot 
muft be left for 'EUm to untie, and is, indeed, one chief 
ar^ment of the ftiipwreck of human reafon, fince not 
only all other things are obfcure to us, but we are fo to 
ourfelves. The neareft objefts, even our own domeftick 
operations, areas incomprehenlible to us, as thofe that are 
fartheft off; the things that touch us, nay, the very fa- 
culties by which we touch, fee, underftand, &c. are as 
diftant from us as the ninth fphere, and we are as great 
ftrangers to ourfelves as the inhabitants of Terra incognita. 
1 145. There are not fo many ungrateful men, as there 
are thought to be j becaufe there are not fo many gene- 
roiis men as we imagine. He that in filence (upprefles 
a favour received, is an unthankful fellow, that dcferved 
it not : but he that publiflies one that he has done, turns 
Ee it 
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it to an injury, fliewbg. to fixa. di%tace, thrnecedStjr 
you ha4 of him. 

1 146. Prmca are geoerally kept ib. much, in thvdarfei 
as to things^ and b<iVQ fo ifiidom. a. /rj^ charaSxr given- 
tbem of perjoniy that it i& a. wander diey comnutno ^-^nt- 
er errors, either in the management of a&iR>. of io the 
choice of their miniilers-. 

1-14,7. F'ormerly our nohles^ fignalixed tbc» ciltranee- 
upon the. Ajtge of t^ world, with fighting; two or dtree 
battles, or at leafl ^ duel : now-a-day& our young Patri* 
ciafts generally make themfelvesficft talked of, either by 
debauching an aftrefs-, or by lofing e^ht or ten thoufand 
pounds at Newmarket. 

1 148. Nothing- {hews more the weaknefe of argDvern» 
ment, than a loofe admimAration of the exchequer ; for 
it argues either a: prince's negligence^ or that he is unfeN 
tied in. his throne, and obliged to make creatures witb 
exorbitant gifts.. 

1 149. We are all angry at backbiting, yet every body 
is more or lefs fubjeiA to it. 

1 150. The defeat in ideots> or naturals, icems to proceed 
from want of quicknefs, at^vity and motion in the Intel- 
lectual faculties, whereby they are deprived of reafon^ 
whereas mad-men, on the oUler fide, feem to fui&r by 
the other extreme ; for they do not appear to me to have 
toil the ^ulty of reafoning, but having joined together 
fome ideas, very' wrongly, they miftake them ica truths, 
and they err, as men do that argue right from wrong 
principles; for by the violence of their imaginations, having 
tak^n their fancies for realities, tbey make a right deduc- 

. tioa 



>y Google 



APHORISMS and MAXIMS. 2it 
tion irom tbem. Thus you iliaU find a diAra£ted man, &n- 
cying himfclf a king, with a right inference^ require 
fuitablQ attendance, and perfed obedience. Others, who 
have thought thetnfelvcs made of glafs, have nfed the 
caution neceffiuy to prefcrvc inch brittle bodies j hence it 
comes to pafs, that a man, who is very fober, and of a 
right underilanding in all other things, may in one parti- 
cular be as frantick as any one in bedlam, if either by 
any fuddcn, or very ftrong impreffion, or long filing his 
fency upon any one fort of thought, incoherent ideas have 
been cemented together fo powerfiiUy as to remain uni- 
ted. Bat there are as great degrees of madnefs as of folly ; 
the difordeily jumbling ideas together, is in fome more, 
in fome leJV. In Ihort, herein feems to tie the dif^r- 
ence between tdeots and madmen, that madmen put wrong 
ideas together, and fo make wrong propofltions, but argue 
and reafon right from them ; but ideots make very few 
or no propofltions, and reafon fcarcc at all. The differ- 
ence may yet appear more plain by this comprehcnfive de- 
finition : A fool is he that from right principles makes a 
wrong coQclufion, but a madman is one who draws a juil 
inference from falfe principles. 

1151. I have always preferred chearfiilncfe to misth, 
the latter I confider as an aft, the foiroer as a habit of the 
mind. Mirth is fliort and tranficnt, chearfulnefs fixed and 
permanent. Thofe are often raifed into the higheil tranf- 
ports of mirth, who are fubjeiil to the greateft dcpreflions 
of melancholy: on the contrary, chearfulneis, though It 
does not give the mind fuch an exquifite gladnefs, yet 
pfevciTts us from falling into any depths of forrow. Mirth 
E c 2 is 
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is- like a Aafh of lightening, that breaks thro' a gloom of 
clouds, and glitters for a moment. Chearflitnefs keeps 
up a kind of daylight in the mind, and fills it with a 
fleady and perpetual ferenity. 

1152. It is a pitiful fiieaking fort of life, that o{s.hack- 
hiier, always to be pecking at, and feeding upon the im- 
perfeiSions of others. 

1 153. It is a court bumoury to keep people upon the 
tenters j their injuries are quick and fudden, but their hene- 
faSiiom are flow. Great minifters love to wrack men with 

attendance, and account it an oftentation of their power 
to hold their fuitors in hand, and to have many witnefles 
of their intereft. 

1 1 54. The devotion of fome ladieSy on the turning of 
their years, is no better than a kind of decency, taken up 
to fhelter themfclves from the fliame and the jeft of an- 
tiquated beauty, and to fecure, in every change, fomething 
that may ftill recommend them to the icorld. 

1 155. No man lives without enemies, and no enemy is 
fo defpicable, but fome time or other he may do a body 
a fiirewd turn. It is prudence to pais over thofe indig- 
nities, which are either too little for our confideration, or 
out of our power to reach and puniih j for there is no- 
thing more ridiculous, than an impotent anger, that fpends 
itfelf to no manner of purpofe ; and there is no better way 
of dealing with it, than to laugh It out of countenance'. 

1 1 56. Frequent executions cail as great a blemifli on the 
reputation of a king, as frequent funerals on that of a 
phyfician. 

1 157, The 
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1 1 ^y. The iirft and chiefeft part of a good patriot is to 
o?erlook wrongs. 

1 158. Among all the produflions and inventions of hu- 
man wit, none is more admirable and ufeful than writing, 
by means wherof a man may copy out his very thoughts, 
utter his mind without opening his mouth, and lignify 
his pleafure at a thouland mites diftance ; and this by the 
help of twenty four letters, by various joining, and infinite 
combinations of which, all words that are attainable and 
imaginable may be framed; and the feveral ways of join- 
ing, altering and tranfpofing thefe letters, do amount (as 
C/avius the Jefuite has taken pains to compute) to 
52,636,738,497,664,000 ways; fo that all things that 
are in heaven and earth may be exprcfled by the help of 
this wonderous alphabet, which may be comprized in the 
compafs of a ferthing. 

1 159. Tea is good for people of great application, that 
iludy much and fit up late } it furpafies the Turks coffee, 
and the .Americans chocolate ; for coffee is too cooling and 
fplenetick, and chocolate heats too much, efpecially in 
fummer ; but tea is very temperate, and does no hurt. It 
is believed that the ufe of this drink prefcrves the Cbinefe 
from the ftone and gout, for they are feldom troubled 
with either j it is certain it cleanfes the reins, purges the 
brain, and hinders crudities and indigcftions, taken after 
meat. Sir Thomas Pope Blount fays, green tea is the beft 
and wholfomeft. 

1 160. It is not for every twattling gofflp, or fMne em- 
pty pedant^ to undertake fo difficult a province as the edu- 
cation of youth i for It requires a critical nicety, both of 

wit 
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wic and judgnient, to foA out the genius and propenfions 
of a child, and to divide fo accurately betwixt the good 
and the evil, the gracious and perverfe, as to hit the pre- 
cife medium of encouraging the one, without difcouraging 
the other : And this £iculty of discerning is not enough 
neither, without a watchfiil afHduity of application. The 
juft feafbn of doing things muft be nicked, and all acci- 
dents obferved and improved j for weak minds are to be 
as notTowIy attended as iick bodies. To fay nothing of 
the infinite curiolity of the operation, in the Arming of 
our lives and manners ; end that not one man of ten 
thoufand is competently qualified for the ofEce. Upon 
the whole matter, there muil be an awe maintained on the 
OIK hand, and, at the fame time, a love and reverence prefer- 
vedon the other. And all this muil beordered, too, with fo 
gentle a foftnefs of addrefs, that we may not hazard, either 
the ftifling or the quenching of generous inclinations, by 
bearii^ too hard upon them, or the licentiating of any 
thing that is coarfe and vulgar, out of afoolifli facility, or 
a miftaken pity. 

ii6r. The excrcifc of logick was profecuted with fo 
mucli eagemefs in Zeno's fchool, that the Stoicks refined 
more upon it than all the other fciSls of philofophers j 
perhaps the difiiculty which they found in maintaining 
their wild vilionary morals, obliged them to make up, in 
fubtilty of fpeech, what they wanted in foHdity of doc- 
trine. Though logick be called the art of rcafoning, yet 
it ifi more apt to injure than afljft it ; becaufe having ac- 
cuftomed ourftlves to take rules/ we rather depend upon 

them 
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them to determine our judgmentsj than permit out*fclve9 
to examine the true reafons of things; 

1 1 62. Moral philofophy^ is divided into two parts, e- 
thicke, and politicks ; the firft inflrufts us In the private 
offices of virtue, the fccond in thofc which relate to the 
commonwealth. 

1163. True pWlofophy is a ipring and prindple of mo- 
tion -f wherever it comes, it makes men a£Uve and Indul^ 
trious -y it fets every whcd and iaculty on going, it ftores 
our minds with axioms and rules, by which to make a 
found judgment j it determines our will to the choice of 
what is honourable and jufV, and it wings all our faculties 
to the fwifteft profecution of it. It is accompanied with 
an elevation and noblenefs of mind, joined with a coolnefs 
and fwectnefs of bciiaviour, backed with a becoming aflu- 
rance, and inflexible refolution. 

1 164. We oftentimes fancy that we love perfons in ao- 
thority, when it is nothing but interefl that makes us fond 
of them. And all our applications and attendances are not 
fo much upon the account of any good we defirc to do 
them, as for what we expcft and hope they may do us. 

1 165.. It is next to impoffible to have three friends ; if 
you have but two, the one muft be for advice, the other 
for reproof: If once they begin to interfere, the band is 
half difToIved, and an implacable enmity hanging over 
your heads. 

1 166. All deootim^ vHiich is not grounded upon chriJiU 
an bumility, and the love of one's neighbour, is no better 
than form and pretence. It is generally the pride and pee- 
'oijbnefi o(pbihfoph^f which thinks, by defpifing the worU, 
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to revenge itfelf upon all the contempt and diflatisfedioa 
men have met with from it. 

1 167. A man that repofes and alTures himfelf upon di- 
vine proteiSion and favour, gathers a force and faith, 
which human nature in itfelf could not obtain. There- 
fore as atbeifm is in all refpefts hateful, fo in this, that it 
deprives human nature of the means to exalt itfelf above 
haxaan frailty, 

1168. The antient philofophy is grounded more upon 
authority, the modern upon experience. The antient is 
fimple and natural, the modem artificial and refined ; the 
latter has an afluming and magiilerial air, the former more 
gravity and modefty j the antient is quiet and peaceable, 
the modern has made it an art to difpute of all things, and 
to train up youth in the tumult and contention of the 
fchools J the antient is more conftant and fevere in its ftu- 
dies, more laborious and indefatigable ; the modern is more 
unfcttled in its application, more precipitant in its defigns 
and purfuits. In fliort, conftancy, fidelity, refolution, and 
good fenfe, was what they meant by philofophy in Plato's 
days ; but philofophy, in the language of many of our 
time, is a difguft to bufinefs, a chagrin and melancholy, 
and renouncing of pleafure, when the tafte of it is loft by the 
mortification of the paflioiis. 

1169. Greece has obliged the world with the greateft 
phiiofophers, and the greateft legiflators, and we cannot 
deny but that other nations have borrowed from them all 
the politenefs they can boaft of. 

1 1 70. Comedy prefcnts us with the imperfc£lions of 
human nature ; farce confifts of forced and unnatural events, 

and 
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uw) entertains us wtth what is monftrous and chimerical. 
A plot in a well contrived comedy ftiould be fo cunningly 
wrought, tliat it dlfcover not itfelf, until the laft fcene, 
when expcftation acknowledges hcrfelf deluded by in- 
vention. 

1 171. Fhyficks is the Tcience of things natural and 
fenfible, and metaphyficks the fcience of things purely 
intelleAual, upon which all other fciences have their de- 
pendence. 

. 1 172. Prcfumption leads people to infidelity in a trice, 
and fo by infenfible degrees to atheifin : For when men 
have once caft off a reverence for religion, they are come 
within one ftep of laughing at it. 

1173. It were better to have no opinion of GW at all» 
than fuch an one as is unworthy of him ! For the one 
is unbelief, and the other contumely. 

1 174. 'Ho prince ever loft the love of hisfubjeas by 
punidiing the wicked, if, at the iamc time, he rewarded 
xtiG good and well deferving ; for no man can think him 
cruel, that for love to virtue ufes fevcrity, which will ap- 
pear when he is bountifiil to the virtuous. 

1175. Next to fenfuality ziAJlotb^ are the fufpicion of 
Jimplicityy cowardice^ or any fuch vice. Nothing renders 

a prince more contemptible to his people, than his being 
mutable^ irrefolute^ light, and inconfiderate in bcftowJng 
bonmrt and offices of ftate. 

1 176. There have been within this fcventy years paft 
more difcoveries made in nature, by experiments and ob- 
ftrvations, and by the invention of foroe aftronomical 

F f in-. 
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iaHirumcnts, than had been made in two hundred years 
before, 

1 177. In the opinion of the moil knowing and inqui- 
fitive matheniaticians,there is towards the fbuthern climates 
as much land undifcovcred, as may equal in dimenlionS'' 
the late new world. 

1 178. In the Mahometan paradife they have feveral 
beafts apartments ; fuch as Abraham's ram, Mofa's heifer, ' 
Solomon's ant, the Queen of Sbeba's parrot, Efdras'& ais, 
Jonai's whale, the feven fleepecs dog, and Mabemet's 
camel. 

1 1 79. If wc fet afide thofe cafes in which reafon is 
concerned, a man ought to meafure his Audies and fai& 
books by xh^Jiandard of his own reafon, and iwt enflave 
him reafon to his. books. 

1 1 80. The fafety of a prince is never fo firm 'and well 
eftablifhed upon any other bottom, a; the general &fety, 
and thereby fatisfu^ion of the common people, which- 
make the bulk and ftrcngth of all great kingdoms, when- 
ever they confpire and unite in any common paiBoo, oe> 
intereil : For the nobles, without them, are but like an 
army of officers without ibldiers : and nrnke only a vain 
Ihow, or weak nolle, unlefs raifed and in<nafed by the 
voice of the people ; which, for this reafon, is, in a com- 
mon Latin proverb, called tlw voice of God. 

1181. In all the cafes of our lives, we iancy ourfelves 
much more miferable than we are 3 for want of taking a 
true eftimate of things, we fly into tranfports without rea- 
fon, and judge of the bappincfs or calamity of human 
life, by felfe lights. A ftridl enquiry into the truth of 

mat- 
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matters will help us iii the one, and comparifon will fet 
us right in the other. 

1182. True devotion is a temper of mind purely fpiritu- 
al, and derives itfelf from God ; confequcntly it is a very 
nice thug, and CHight to be obfcrved very narrowly, and 
with exceeding caution, by thofe that would keep them- 
ielves from being deceived in it 

1183. The doctrine of tranfmigration obtains this day 
in China and both the bidies. The foul of a poet, they 
lay, goes into a grafhopper, becaufe it fings till ic ftarves. - 

1184. From the indigefted matter, or chaos, Hejiody 
Horner^ and Ovidy &c. fteal the invention of the created 
world ; and from the gardens of Paradife they took the 
platform of the orchards of Alcinoui and the HeJ^erides ; 
and from the tree of life their ncftar and ambrofia, for 
ntCtzT (ignifies making young, and ambrofia immortality ; 
therefore faid to be the meat and drink of the gods. 

1185. Tithes are due both by common and fratutelaw ; 
from whence it follows, that, if there were nothing more 
to be nrged, the church has as good a property and title in 
them, as any layman whatfoever can pretend to for his 
cftate. 

1186. We ought to be more folicitous to avoid f-w-- 
mies, than to gain friends ; by rcafon that the opportuni- 
ties of doing mifchief are generally more frequent thah 
thofe of doing good. 

I t^y. The miftake of a friend for an enemy , or of an 

enemy for ^friend, is one of the moft pernicious errors of 

a juft man's life; for there is judgment, good nature, gc- 

nerofity, jufticc, common prudence, and all at ftake. 

F f 2 Nothing 
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Nothing can be more dicrfbliging to a friend, . <mi the one 
hand, or more ruinous to one's felf on the other. Charity, 
however, bids us hope, and think the beft, provided, at 
the fame time, that we fecure the main chance. 

1 1 88. A pradent/r/Vnrf cafes many troubles, whereas, 
one who is not fo, multiplies and increafefi them. 

1 189. Hatreds are generally fo obftinate andfullen, 
that the greateft lign of death, in a fick body, is his de- 
fire of being reconciled to his enemies. 

1190. The moft illuftrious revenge, is to pardon 
where we might deftroy. 

1191. The antient P^r^znj, defpairing to find all re- 
quiiite accomplifhments in one, had four diftind: perfons 
to teach their princes : One to inftrudt in religion, ano- 
ther in morals, a third the laws of his country, the fourth 
the art of war. 

1 192. The gofpcl was, doubtlefs, preached over all 
the world by the apoftles, and their fuccei^rs, as appears 
by three hundred and eighteen bifliops being at the 
council of NicBy out of all the chief provinces in the 
world. 

1 193. Anacbarfii the philofopher, when upbraided by 
an Athenian for being a Scythian, readily replied, M My 
country's a reproach to me, bnt thou art a reproach to thy 
country." 

1 1 94. Socrates acknowledges, he learned more by his 
fcolding wife, than by all the precepts of his philofophy. 

1 1 95. Sir PauiRicaut lays, at Philadelphia there is a 
wall of men's bones, laid to be ereffced by the prince 
who firll took the city j for having flaoghtored many of 

the 
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the befieged in a ially, ibr a terror to thofe who furvived, 
he eroded a wall of their bones, which is fo well cemented; 
and the bones fo entire, that they bring pieces of the wall 
to fhew. 

1 196. Ditching a Peninfula near Smyrna, is faid to have 
been the only enterprize that jilexander the great attempt- 
ed without accomplifhing. 

1 197. The Papifls can't agree among themfelves what 
is the Catboltck Church, to which every man is bound to 
fubmit J whether it be the virtual Church, the Pope, or 
the Pope jointly with his conclave of Cardinals, or the 
Pope with a provincial Council, or the Pope with a general 
Council, or a general Council without the Pope, or, laftly, 
the effential Church difperfed over the face of the world. 

1 198. The grcateil misfortune in fome affronts is, that 
we cannot revenge them. 

1 1 99. As we love more and more thofe we ftill oblige, 
io we bate moil violently thofe we have injured. 

1 200. The imprelTion of any notable misfortune will 
commonly ftick by a man as long as he lives : for, things 
that we have once fet our heart upon, will hardly be ever 
got out of our head, but every hint and occaHon will be 
putting us in mind of them again : fo that, upon the 
whole, the only vray to be happy and quiet, is to make 
all contingencies indifferent to us. 

1201. Happinefs lies not in the things themfelves, but 
in our own palate, and the relifh we have* of them i we 
are happy by the enjoyment of what we £uicy and delirc, 
and not what other people think lovely and de£rable. 

1202. Jf 
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J 202. If a man cannot find eafe within himlelf, it ic 
prepofterous for him to feck it any where elie. 

1203. Jeahufy lives upon ikukts 2Xi& Jitfpicioss, but as 
foon as thefe become certainties, then the paffion cither 
ceafes, or turns abfolute madnefa. 

1204. The bare name and pretence of "virtue, is more 
fcrviceable to a man's interefi than vice. 

1205. Never any man laid open the vanity and ridicu- 
loufneis of Paganifm, the pride and ignorance of philo- 
fopbersjtogether with the fraiky and inconilaacy of human 
things, more than hucian. He reprcfents the Eptcureans^ 
as luxurious and voluptuous; xhe, Peripateticks, punfti- 
lious and covetous j the Platonicis, vain and proud ; the 
Pythagoreans, fuperftitious and ridiculouily fcrupulousj 
the Cynicks, nafly and impudent ; the StoiciSj opinionative 
and felf-conceited, &c. He floutiflied in Trajan's rejgn, 
was remarkable for his great wit, and pur© Greeks though 
he ridiculed all religions, nay, chrlAianity itfclf did not 
eicape him. 

1 206. Irene is with much difficulty conveyed to ttu 
temple of Efculapius, to confiilt the God about all her ills. 
She complains at firft, that /he is weary and iatig^ied ; th9 
God pronounces that it is occafioned by the length oi her 
journey. She fays ftie has no ftomach to her Aipper ; the 
oracle bids her eat the lefs at dinner. She adde> fhe is 
troubled at night with broken flumbers j . he bids her ne- 
ver lie a-bed by day. She aflcs how her groffnefs may be 
prevented; the oracle replies, Hie ought to rife before 
noon, and now and then make ufe of her legs a little. 
She declares, that wine difagrees with her; the oracle 

bid 
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bids her drinfe water. That (he has a b*l digeftion; he 
tells her that fhe muft go into a diet. My fight, iays fhe, 
fails ; ofe fpe<£fcaeks, iays E^culapius. I grow weak, I am 
not half fo ftrong and healthy as I have been j yoa grow 
old, fays the God. But how, fays fhe, ihall I eure' 
this languilhing ? Why you muft die like yoiir grandfe-- 
thers and grandmothers, if you will get rid of it prefendy. 
What advice doft thou give me, thou fon oi jipollo^ cries- 
Irene ! Is this the mighty ikill men praife and worfhip- 
thee for ? What haft thou told me rare or myfterious ? Did 
not 1 know thus much before ? The God anfwcrs, Why^ 
then did you not put it in praftice, without coming fo far 
out of your Way, and ftiortcning your days by a tedious 
voyage, to no purpofe ? 

1207. He muft have ftudied children long, that is ca- 
pable of teaching them well j every good fcholar is not! 
a good mafter ; he muft be a man of invincible patience, 
and Angular obfervation ; diligent and fober; not too fa- 
miliar, nor refcrvcd -, neither amorous, nor iantaftickj jnft, 
without ficrcenefs ; and merciful, without fondnefs : he 
muft commend, without flattery j chide, without con- 
tumely ; and correfl, without paflion j be chearful, with- 
out levity ; affable, without fawning j grave, without 
morofenefs ; merry, without folly : he ftiould be patient, 
humble, and meek, to pafs by, diflcmble, and bear wtrii 
many impcrtinencies, dulnefles, and forgetfulnefles j he 
muft endure many contempts, paflions, and evil words. 
Befidcs thefe qualifications, he ftwuld have experience of 
foreign parts, underfland learning and fciences, be well 
born, of a good prefence and addrefs, and wear his cloaths 

hand- 
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haadfomelf, which will procure him rdpe£t from^f 
chaige, and ^cilitate the peribmrnoce of his duly. 

1208. RpiiletuSt though but a poor ikve> had lUch a- 
veueration paid to his memory^ that his earthen lamp, by, 
which he was wont to ftudy, w^ after his death fo^ for 
three thouiand drachms. '. 

1209. Shake/pear^ born with all the feeds of poetry, 
may be compared to the ftone of Pyrrbm'% ring, which 
had the figure of Apollo and the Mufes in the veins of it^ 
produced by the fpontaneous hand of nature, without' 
any help from art, as Pliny tells us. ; . 

1210. Bifhop Hij// was admired for the depth of hiS; 
judgment, the elevation of his ^cy, and the uncommon-, 
ne^ of his notions. He was natural in his charaiSters, apd, 
lively in his defcriptions j his Aile eafy, elegant, and con- 
cife. His gravity was fo well tempered with good hu-^^ 
mour, that his virtue was troublefome to no nmn. 

1211. The femous archbifliop ?V/fo//tffl is all over na- 
tural and eafy, in the moO: unconfhrained and freefl ele- 
gance of thought and words } his difcourfe, both in his 
reafoning and ililc, is like a gentle, even current, clear and 
deep, calm and ftrong ; the language fo pure, as no wa- 
ter can be more fo. It flows with fo free and .fo uninter- 
rupted a flream, that it never flops the reader or itfelf ; 
every word poflcfles its proper place, ; no hard, unufual, 
mean, far-fetched, or oyer-flrained expreffion j his di^ion, 
not in the naked terms of the things he fpeaks, but ra- 
ther metaphorical, yet fo eafily are his metaphors tranf- 
ftrred, that you would not fay they intrude into another's 
place, but that they ftep into their own j fo delicately 

he 
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he writes, with fuch an elegant iimplicUy, fuch an orna- 
mental plainnefs of fpeech, fuch an eafy majefty of Aile, 
ibch brightoeis of thought, and beauty of expreffion, aa 
are inimitable, and never enough to be admired. 

1212. The late learned and venerable "Dt Beveridgfj 
biihop of St Afaphf delivered himfelf with thofe orna- 
ments alone, which his fubjed fuggefted Co him ; he has 
written with that plainnefs and folemnity of ilile, that 
gravity and fimplicityj which ^ve authority to the facred 
truths he teaches, and is an unanfwerable evidence to the 
dodrine he defends. There is fomething fo great, primi- 
tive, and apollolical in his writings, that it creates an awe 
and veneration in our minds. The importance of his fub- 
jcA is above the decoration of words, and what is great and 
majeftick, looks moft like itielf, the Icfs it is adorned ; 
the true fublime in the greateft articles of our &ith is 
lodged in the plaineft words. 

1213. The lord C/ifr^nc/flff was one of the moft noble and 
impartial hiilorians our nation has produced ; the com- 
paifion and refentnwnt of his thoughts, the noble open- 
nela and freedom of his reflexions, that peculiar felicity 
in deiigning charaAers, in which he has fucceeded beyond 
example, the glorious debt he pays to friendfhip, and the 
veil he kindly draws over the forrows and reproach of his 
country, are ib admirably expreiled, in fuch lively colours, 
that we are ftruck by fympathy, and feel by reading, that 
he wrote from his heart, under the deepeft fenle, and the 
moft perfed: impreffion of the evils he bewails. Few 
can compare with him in the weight and folemnity of his 
ftile, in the ftrength and clearnefs of his diction, in the 

G g beauty 
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beauty and majefly of exprelfion, and that noble negligence 
of phfafe, which makes his words wiit every where upon 
his fubjeft, with a readinefs and propriety, that art and 
ftudy are almoft ftrangers to. 

1214. I think, that fame after death is but an indifferent 
thing for a chriftian to trouble himfclfaboutj the heathens 
Hideed were fond of it, becaufe they found within thcmfetves 
an impetuous defire of immortality, and could not fee any 
other way to cffeft it, but only by this ; but for us chriftians 
to defpifc the joys of paradife fiw the clattering of people's 
tongues, is an unpardonable aflront oifered to our religion ; 
it is a worfe indignity put upon God, than the Ifraelitet 
longing for garlick and onions when they fed upon the 
food of. angels. What good is fame after death, I will 
illuftrate in the moil famous man of all antiquity, I mean- 
jirifiotlt. ■ As for Alexander and Cafar^ I look upon 
them to be infamoufly fo, isjr beneath that wretch that 
burnt the Epbejian temple j two barbarous butchers of 
mankind, that cut the throats of fo many innocent peo- 
plis to facrifice to their ambition: I fxy Arijctle, that had 
the mofl univerfal genius of all the fons of Adam j that 
brought philofophy into forae method and intelHgiblenefs^ 
which was cant and jargon before j that was, I may fay, 
the inventor of logick, that great pillar of reafon j that 
was fo admirable a critick in poetry, that both epick and' 
lyrick, as well as the dramaticks, will fland obliged to 
him for ever j that gave the moft admirable rules in rhe- 
torick, which ever the wbrld had, or, I dare fay, ever 
(hall have ; that wrote fuch a fyflem of morality, as vras 
never equalled until the fermon on the mount ; whofe 
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pliynolog;]r was better than the reft of hh time, and wilt 
fttll be in reputation and rcqueft, when Cartefius and Gaf- 
findui dull not perhaps be heard of; whofe heterodoxies 
in divinity are better defended than other men's ttiiths } 
whofe books have been read ten thoufand times -over, and 
as many volumes of comments wrote or printed upon 
them ; who was almoft the only ftody of learned men for 
niany ages ; whofe aHertions are taken in ndoft controver- 
fies as undoubted axioms, and are defended- every day in 
the moft &mou8 fchools of Europe ': I &y, Arijiotle^ that 
has all this &me entailed upon him, can receive no bene- 
fit after death. If he be happy, he has fomething elfe 
to bufy his thoughts about, or if he be miferable, it wilt 
not relieve him ; if he has ceafed to l>e, he knows no- 
thing of it now, and t)efore his death he could never 
have expected it j fo that, in fhort, as to all the good 
this &me can have done this gr^t philc^opher iince death, 
be had eyoi as good have been CUantheSj O-anier^ or 
CarneadeSy for whom we are lieholdiiig to other authors 
that we know any thii^ of chem. 

1215. Human reafon, well ImjM-oved, makes w the 
more capable of divine. Thofe that have mod ftiidied 
men and hiftories, do obferve, that the greateil men and 
beft: wits, when once they find their own mortali^, do 
then, with the ftrongeft relblution, quit th« world, and ap- 
ply themfelves wholly to devotion, and fo end their daya 
with moft quietode and peace. A remarkable inftance of 
this we have in the refignation of the emperor Charles V. in 
the year 1 555, at which time the Spanijb greatoefs re- 
ceived its ficA fhock, and which drew the eyes of all , 
G g 2 Eu"' 
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Europe on it. After this groat Bun had enjoyed bb here- 
ditary dominions fc^y, and the empire thirty eight years; 
and had endured wonderful hardAiips by the many jouir-^ 
neys he had made, nine into Girmany, fix into Spgin^ 
feven into Italy, four .through France^ had been ten timc^ 
in the Netherlands^ made two expeditions into Africa; 
been twice in England^ and croiled the fea ekven times ^ 
After unufual fucceisin wars, in which he had taken a Pope,' 
a King of France^ and fome German princes prifonen^ and 
had a vail accefllon of wealth and empire from the fi^efi 
Indies : after all, when fucceis followed him no more, 
and he was much affluSfced widi the gout, he grew out of 
love with the pomps and glones of this world, and be- 
gan lerioufly to prepare for another i upon which be re- 
ligned all his donunions to Ferdinand his brother, and 
PhiHp his fon {that was married to Mary of England)- 
with a greatnefs of mind that was much fuperior to all 
his other conquefU. He retired to a private lodge of fo-" 
ven rooms, that he had ordered to be bulk for him in the' 
confines of Portugal ^ he kept only twelve fervaots to 
wait on him, and referved, for his expence, but an hun- 
dred thou£tnd crowns penfion. In this his laft retreat, he 
lived not full three years : The iirft part of his time he 
fpent chiefly in mechanical inventions, that he faid were a 
great diverfion and pleafure to him j from that he tumed 
to the cultivating his garden, in which he placed a great 
part of his felicity, and m it he employed thofe hands that 
now no more would be ttoubled with fwords and icepters : 
afterwards he addled himfelf more entirely to flndy and 
devotion, and it is believed in many points he came to 

be 
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be t>£ ite ophiktft of tbe Proteftants before he dial ': Hi^ 
conieflbr was burnt fbon after his death for herefjr j and 
Miratida^ archbUhop of Tokdo^ that converfcd frequently 
with jiim> in his retirement, was clapt into prifon on the' 
&me fn%icion. Before the three yean end he died/harihg' 
given a very great inftance of a noble mind, fur£ited 
with the glories of the world, and voluntarily retiring thus 
from it, to feek for quiet and contentment, in a private 
UxielyceU, which it had long in vain fearched after, but 
never found, in courts, in camps, or palaces. 

1216. I (hould eftee'm the world but a defart, were it 
not for the fociety of the £iir lex ; and the moft polifh- 
ed part of mankind would appear but like hermib in 
malquerade, or a kind of civilized iat3rrs $ fo imperfod 
and unaccompliOied arc we without the reunion of our 
1(^ rib, that fubftahtial and integral part of us : They 
ace ^ guardians of our infancy and youth, the compani- 
ons of our rip^ years, and the cberiJhers of our old age. 
From the cradle to the grave we are wrapped in a circle 
of obligadons to them for their love and good offices, and 
he is a moniler in nature who retnrns them not the ca- 
nSei of an innocent aifeftion, the fpotlefs ftd^ of vlr- 
tac and gratitude. Love is the foul of the world, the vi- 
tal prop of the elements ; it is the cement of human fo- 
ciety, and ftrongeft fence of nature. Eaith would be a 
hell without it, neither can there be any heaven where 
thb is abfent. I would have our commerce with females 
as general as is their number that deferve it, whofe 
knowledge and virtue will be a fufficient fecurity againfl 
aiminal familiarity, and from the fcandal of the world; 

Reafon 
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Reaibn itfclf will appear more eloquent in die mouth of 
an innocent m^id, than in that of the moft fiorid orator, 
and there are no figures in the fyftem of rbetorick fo mov- 
ing and forcible s» the pcraliar graces of that &z ; it is 
believed that men can boall of no endowments of the 
mind, wbiph women poflefs not, with as great, or greater 
eminence : There have been Muies as well as Amazons, 
and no age or nation, but has produced Jbme iemales 
renowned for their wifdom and virtue j ib that the coo- 
verfation of women is no lefs ufeful than ploaiant, and the 
dangers which attend their firiendlhip and commerce are 
abundantly recompenfcd by vail advantages. It will be a 
little hard to pronounce that women are naturally in^w 
to men, when it is confidered how much extrinfick 
weight is put in the bcJlance, to turn it on the men's 
fide : men have their parts cultivated and imptoved by 
education, refined and fubtilized by learning and arts } they 
are like an enclosed piece of a common, which, by indus- 
try, and hufbandry, becomes a diilerent thing from the 
reft, though the natural turf owned no fuch inequality. 
And truly had women the iame advantage, I dare not lay, 
but they would make as good returns of it. Some of 
tbofe few that have been tried, have been eminent in fe- 
veral parts of learning. Let them not charge God foolilh- 
ly, or think that, by making them women, be neceflita- 
ted them to be proud or wanton, vain or peevi/h, fince 
it is mam&ft he made them to better purpofes, was not 
partial to the other fex, but that having, as the prophet 
fpeaks, abimdance of fpirit, he equally difpenfed it, and 
gave the feebleft woman as targe and capacious a foul, as 

that 
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that of the grcatell heroe. After all, the eternal, wife 
being feems to have placed them in more advantagecjus 
circamftances than he has done men -. He has implanted 
m them fome native propcnfions, which much facilitate 
the operations of grace npon them. Befides, there arc ma- 
ny temptations to which men arc cxpofed, that are oat 
of their road. How hard k it for a man to convcrfc in the 
world, but he iliall be importoncd by debauchery and 
excefs, m6ft forfeit his fobriity, to maintain the repotati- 
on of a fociabrtf perfon. Again, how liable are men, by a 
promifouons converfation among variety of humours, to 
meet with fome affix)nts, which the maxims of honour 
win tcW them muft (in fpight of all Cbrifi's intcrdifts) be 
revenged ; and this engages them in quarrels, fometimes 
in murdet^. Now none of thefe are incident to women ; 
they muft in thefe and fome odier inftances attack temp- 
tation, and abandon their fex, and the whole ceconomy of 
their eftate, before they can diveft themfelves of their in- 
Aocence : So that God feems, in many particulars, to 
have clofer fenced them in, and not left them to thofe 
wilder excurfions, for which the cuftohiary liberties of the 
other fexafforda more open way. In Ihort, they have foma- 
nyadvantages towards virtue, that though the -f- philofopher 
made it one of his folcmn acknowledgments to God, that 
he had made him a man, and not a woman, yet, I think, 
chrifttan women have now reafon enough to invert that 
form, and to thank God that he has made them wo- ■ 
men, and not men. How many women do we read of in 
the gof^cl, who, in all the duties of alHduous attendance 

on 
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on Chriji^ liberalities of love and refpeft, nay even in zeal 
and courage, furpaf&d the apoilles themfelves. We find 
his crofs furrounded, his paffion celebrated, by the avow- 
ed tears and lamentations of devout women, when the 
moil courageous of bis diiciples had denied, yea forfwom, 
and all had IbrTaken him : Nay even death itfelf could 
not extinguish their love } we find the devout Marys 
defigning a laborious, chaigeable, &nd, perhaps, hazardous 
refped to his corps ; and accordingly it is a memorable at- 
teftation Cbrift gives to their piety, by making them the 
fiirft witnefies of his reIurre£tioa, the prime evangetids 
to declare the glad tidings. Nor is the devotion of that 
fez to be found only in the facred records, the primitive 
times have left us many memorials of the like, and the 
martyrologies are full of female fufferers of all ages and 
conditions, who, by the fervour of their zeal, had over- 
come the timorouiheis of their nature, and wearied the 
cruelty of their perfecutors. And as women helped to 
augment the number of mart]rrsj fo did they of confeflbrs 
alfo, in a flout owning, and diluent practice of chriilia- 
uity. Queens and emprefles knew then no title fo gIo> 
rious, as that of nurfing- mother to the church, and 
have often exchanged their large and magnificent palaces, 
ibr little retired cells, and private oratories j and valued 
not their own diadems in comparifon with their Saviour's 
crown of thorns. And though, by a perpetual declinati- 
on fi-om their priiline zeal, the examples have in every 
age grown leis numerous, yet none has wanted fome very 
iltuftrious patterns, enough to credit and ennoble the fe- 
male world. For inftance» oar late incomparable and 

never 
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Ae«er enough to be admired ■Queen 'Mary IT. T^iis great, 
fiiis virtBOUS^ueen, was a compound, dfthe rarious good 
gaalities, that embcltilh the whole fpecies, adorned with 
moft of the beauties of her fex below, and virtues of the 
Weft above j ^ve, when her duty to God required it," 
^t; in her common c&nverfa^dn, fhe had a luring of 
chea&lncfs not t© be cxlraufted ; fo fteddy in her frjend- 
ifcipi, that whoever w^ fo happy' as to gain her approbati- 
on, never ioft it, faecayfe Ihe did not give it blindly. It 
was fcacce poffible to look on her without veneration, hef 
countenance being unfpeakably awful, yet moft exqui- 
fitely grateful, being' fwectcncd with humility, raHed with 
contemplation, emboldened with resolution, and adorned 
with idl -the moft ^reeabie airs, that proceed from the fe- 
crci habits sd virtue. Tho' Qic was advanced to one of 
tiie liighcfl: pinacles of human ^ory, yet {he readily conde- 
icended to the very meaneft offices of piety, and charity ; 
fot /he was reckoned one of the moft obliging and foeft 
of wives to her hufband, ai wtill as the moft exodllent 
and indulgent of nuftreflesto her domeftick fervants ; a 
great patronefs of rdigion and learning, a true and certain 
friend, a c^riftitui, mild and merciful to her enemies ; her 
life eL perpotaal courfe of pious praftice, not diftempered 
with fits of unfubftantlal zeal, which are luddenly raifed;'" 
and as' fiiddenly vantfti : No, the fpring was in the judg- 
ment and dw heart, tind frem thence ^e whole living 
was i%gular and eonftant. 

Miid at the UeM aiwe,-wthhut ferene 
As Edom'j *7/V, and calm as heaven- within, ' 
Her goodncis (like the unwearied fun, ever movihg, hat 
H h never 
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never tired^ had advanced her m reputation faAer than 
in years j and, if one may depend on all that is laid of 
her, fcarcc any woman lived more worthy of fame j fo 
that her charader is too celeitial to be frequently met with, 
and deferves to be defcribed with the utmoft f%hts of 
human imagination, but that £he has been fo long the 
fubje£t of panegyrick, that nothing new can be iaid in 
her praiie. To conclude, therefore, as all her life was 
crowned with glory, fo was her death with peace ; and few 
in the world ever Hved more beloved, or died more la- 
mented, than this glorious queen. 

To cbriftian rules JbeJiriSly liv'J cor^n'd, 
Tf^asjuji to Gody and good to all mankind. 

1217. The wickedne^ of other men we have always 
in our eye, but we cail our own over our fhoulders. He 
that loves his neighbour's wife, and for that very reafon 
becaufe fhe is another's, locks up his own ; and a worfe 
£uher chaftifes a better fon. 

I2i8. It is withjuilice as with 'iick men : In time 
paft, when we had few dodors, as well of law as oipby- 
Jkkf we had more right and more health. But we are 
-now dcftroyed by multitudes and confultations, which 
ierve to no other end, than to inflame both the difiemper 
and the reckomng, 

12 19. The moft tolerable fort q{ revenge, is, for thofc 
wrongs, which there is no law to redrefs : But, then, let 
a man take heed that the revenge be fuch as there is no 
law to punilh ; elfe a man's enemy is itill before hand, 
and it is two for one. 

J 220. It 
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1 220. It is a troublefome fort of difeafe, the living 
flriifWy by rule, for the prcfervati<m o^ health. 

1 22 1. Sobriet)\ in the generality of men, is only a 
fondnefs of health, or the effeS of a weak conftitution, 
which will not bear intemperance. 

1 1 22. It is highly necelTary for a man to avoid too 
much familiarity in converfation. He that ^miliarizes 
himfelf prefently, lofes the fuperiority that his ferlous 
air gave him, and by confequence his credit. The more 
common human things are, the lefs they are edeemed : 
for communication difcovcrs imperfeflions that rcfcrved- 
nefs ccvKcaled. We muft not be too iamiliar with fupe- 
riors, becaufe of danger; nor with inferiors, by reafon of 
indecency j and hi lefs with mean people, whom igno- 
rance renders infolcnt ; in as much as being infenfible of 
the honour that is done them, they prefume it is their 
dae. 

1223. It may feem to be a kind of a malicious fatt&> 
&£^ion, that one man derives from the misfortunes of ano- 
ther. But the plulolbphy of this reflection ftands upon 
another ground ; for our comfort does not arifc from other 
people's being miferaUe, but from this inference upon the 
balance, that we fufTer only the lot of human nature } and 
as we arc happy or miferablc, compared with others, fo 
other people arc miferable or happy, compared with us : 
By which juftice of providence, we come to be convinced 
of the fin, and the miflake of our Ingratitude. 

1224. Unfaitbfttlnefs ought to quench our love quite ; 
and we do ill to be jealous when there is no reafon : No 

H h 2 body 
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body deCeires the jealouTy of another, who wiU'givs any 

juft occafion for it. 

1225. He that trims between two inter ifis^ loleshim- 
felf with both, when he comes to be dete^ed, for being 
true to neither. 

1226. The knowing of others well is ft &Jr ftep to gun 
an afcendant and maftery over them ; for the mim that is 
throu^y known, depends, la fome mea^e, ^>on the 
perfon Uiat knows him. 

1227. There are fome fort of people that never look, 
into a book, and yet, with their own Hock of natural 
parts, have a better fknSQ of t^ungs,, that depeml upon: 
clear and true reaJoH^ than fome ^eat and booluft pro- 
fefors. 

1238. Govtrmmnt can no mwe fubfift without fub- 
je£lion, than the multitude can agree widiout goveraniienti 
and the duty of obliging is no lefs of divine appointment, 
than the authcn-ily of commandii^. 

1229. They who give the firft £hock Co a ftatc,. are 
ordinarily the firft overwhelmed in its ruin. Th4 fruits- 
of publick commo^ons ^e feldora enjoyed by him ^iAi<y 
was the firll mafter : He oidy troubles the water &x »- 
nother's net ; and beats the buih, whilft another gets the 
bare. 

1230. A prince ihonld conftant^ tt&cGt that he §»-' 
verns men, and that he hknfidf is but a man. 

1 23 1. The afiability of fome great men, is to mako 
us believe their goodnefs greater dian their^^ftoif. 

1232. Jtaloufy is the greateft aieviJi^ and yetthelea& 
pitied by thofe that occafion it, 

J233. There 
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1233. There i»4iveloquenee, a certain fimplicity, which 
£irp!^s all ornament ; and the more fimple any dircourlc 
is, the more trtie, nobk, and m^ificcnt will it appear ; 
like l^£e uncukivated places, which nature has fo much 
enriched by their fitnation^ as to allow no room for ad- 
ditional beauties and improvements. 

1234. It is a pleafure to (tand upon the fhore, and to 
&e ihips b^ed upon the ocean ; ' a [^eafure to ftand in 
t^ window of a caille, and behold a battle, its adven- 
tures, and racee& : but no pleafure like that of Handing 
upon the advantage ground of truth> (a hill not to be com- 
Hunded, and where the air is ever clear and ferene) and 
to &e' the errcn«, the wanderings, the miAs, and tem- 
pers ia the vale below ; fo always, that this profpei£^ be 
with pity, not with contemptuous pride. It is, certainly, 
heaven upon eaith to have a man's mind move in chari- 
ty, reft in providence, and turn upon the poles of truth. 

1235. He who is in poilelHon of the fupremeft 
dignity, and can mount no higher, has but one way left 
to diftingtti^ himfillfi that u, by his humility, becaufe 
^ovonois of the world need fear nothing leis than the 
radeing themselves too cheap, by a condefcenfion of this 
natwe. 

1.236. Ai&med and ialic gceatnefs is brutifh and In- 
acceflible ; as flie is coufcious of her foible, fb does Ihe 
conceal her&U^ at leaft, ihe never Aiews a full &ce, and 
but juft fo much as is requifite to impofe upon, the fpec- 
tators, and to hide the real imperfet^ions, which are tru- 
ly mean aad contemptible : but true greatnefi is free, 
gentle, fiuniliar, and popuUr } is tradable, aud caXj of. 
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accefsi lofts nothing by a clofc enquiry j the more flie ia 
leen, the more admired : as her goodnefs inclines her to 
bend to her inieriors, ib, without conftraint, fhe refumea 
her native dignity. She abandons, neglefts herrelf, and di- 
velb herfelf of her native privileges. She dares Tmile, play, 
and trifle, but always with fome fort of dignity, fo that 
fhe may be approached witli liberty, and referve, at the 
fame time. Hcrcharafier is noble, 'eafy, infpires refped 
and confidence, and makes tlie rulers of the world appear 
great, nay, very great, without making us fenfibic of our 
littleneis-and inftgnificancy. 

1237. In the judgment oi PUny fbeyounger^ that per- 
fon has the greatefl honour, and purefl mwals, who is 
ready to pardon all miftakes in other people, as if he him- 
felf ofiended daily; and at the fame time fo rigoroufly 
abflains from all appearance of evil, as if he forgave no 
body. 

1238. It is much eafier to kntiw what men are in ge- 
neral, than to know a fingle man in particular. 

1239. It is fo ufual with liioft men to judge of things' 
fo very flightly and fuperficially, that the moil ordinary. 
lisordi and aSttom^ fet off with a good grace, and fome 
litde knowledge how matters go in the world, very often 
gain a man mort reputation than the mofl profound wif- 
dom and learning. 

1 240. As the abfence of an ill prince feldom fails of 
raiting difquiets and commotions among the people, in a 
government whidh is obeyed only from fear ; fo nothing 
contributes more to the fatisfaaion and obedience of fub- 
iefts, than the prefence of a good king : and this is the; 

reafon 
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reafon why all diftant provinces, governed by conunif- 
iions, or fubordinatc authorities, are fo fubjcil to frequent 
fcditions and revolts, how lawfully foever they are inhe- 
rited, or how well foever they arc eftablifhcd, after any 
hew conqueft or acquilition ; the force and influence of 
authority growing ftill weaker by the change of hands, 
and diflance of place. 

ii24i, Reafons offtate are fo very intricate, that zgood 
mintfter can hardly be a good man. 

1242. Courage is not z\vi%y% innate % and men may 
learn to be brave, as well as to exercife a battalion, 

1243. Jntereft puts men upon exercifing iiirtues and 
wV«, as the occafion requires, 

1244. An author fpeaking in his prince's commendati- 
on, fays, He thinks himlelf one of us, and this confidera- 
tion renders him ftill more glorious. For remembering 
always that he commands men, he is lefs apt to forget 
that he is one of that number. 

1 245. The ambitious are generally deceived, and im- 
pofc moft of all upon themfelves, when they propofe 
feme certain end ; for when they have once attained this 
purpofe, it only inflames their minds, and ferves as the 
means to fome new purfuit. 

] 246. When great men ftnk under the length and pref^ 
fure of difappointments, it is plain they fupported them 
by the vigour of their ambition, and not by the greatnefs 
of their minds ; and that, excepting an eXoeffive vanity, 
your heroes are made juft like other men } but they have 
never failed of flatteries, living or dead. 

1 247. The piflurc of Oliver Cromwell^ as it is drawn 

by 
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by a French gentleman dcfcrves aiotice. A maa ^ 
pearcd, .who was endowed with an incredible depth (A 
judgment. In hypocrify, as cxquifitely refined, as feen in 
politicks i capble of undertaking and conducing every 
defign with the greateft iecrecy ; who truf^ed nothing to 
fortune, which be could poffibly put out of b«r power by 
counfel or forefight ; but withal fo vigilant, and fo 
prepared for every turn, that he never fuffcred the Icaft 
opportunity to efcape him, with the which ilie prcfented 
him. In a word, he wjts one of tho& reftleis and daring 
fpirits, which fcemed created on purpofe to turn the world 
vpfide down. He "v^ts good-natured and cruel, as it befl 
fuited his interefl ; he had not the leafl: faith in religion, 
honour in \m words, or fidelity io his friendOiIp, any far- 
ther than the appearance of thoie viftues could any ways 
contribute to the aggrandizing of himlclf. He under- 
ftood, better than any man, the art of putting in practice 
- the grimaces and hypocritical canC of all le^aries ; and 
which way to conceal, uader an humlale and popular de- 
meanour, an unbounded ambition. In fhort, he pof- 
ielTed, in the moil eminent degree, the qualities of a great 
poUtician ; and nothing was wanting to his forti^ie, but 
the attaining it by more jufllf^able meases, a greater ex- 
tent of jlays, and having children worthy <^ fu^ceec^ng 
him. He was a great man, with refpedt as well to his 
virtues as vices j finoe having attained to a pow«r a^d 
rank of a(9ing.as arbitrarily a$ he pleafed, he led, how- 
ever, a life i:^ continency, fobriety, modefly, v^gilancy, 
and in bufinefs, was ever inde&tigable : but was ilill under 
(he dominion of a reflleis and boujidlefs ambition, and 
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Was fcjtrce fatiated with the blood of his king, and op- 
preffion of his country. 

1248. He muft be % man of fenfc (iays C. de Buffi) 
who can refift the ftrokes of fortune, without being ftun- 
ned, and finking under them; and is able, at the fame 
time, to give a deictrous turn to whatever iU accident .be- 
h\\s him. 

1249. Tlie iaint perfon fays, however, in another 
place, I apply the beft confolations I can meet with, a- 
gaihil tbole cares that infeil n^e ; but that iame mind 
which furniflieth me with the means of refiftance, invents 
every moment new occafions of concern and fadne(s ; in- 
fomuch, that I aih ever to begin where I left off. 

1250. Oq the occafion of bis confinement, he fays. Id 
truth, the moft exalted and defpcratc thot^bts of prifo- 
ners are incompreheofible ; when they conceive the leaft 
liopes, diey wonder how they could ever have defponded ; 
and when they feel the improflions of fear, they wonder 
liow they could ever have admitted the leail hope. The 
£une things which at Tome certain feafons fervod to con- 
fole them, render them defperate in others. 

1251. The reafon why the pains we feel from ^/2w«r 
and jealwfyy are fo fmart and cutting, is, becaufe vanity 
icanm^ alhft us to bear diem. 

1252. When Prince!!, that ought to be common parents, 
make themselves as a party, aiid lean to a fide, it is like 
a boat that is overthrown by uneven weight on one tide. 
¥w when t^e authority of Princes is made but an ac- 
ce&ry to a caufe, and that there are other bands that 

li tie 
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tie fafler than the band of fovereignty, Kings begin to be 

almod put out of poflellion. 

1253. There is no way more efFeftual to engage all to 
adhere to the crown, than the grateful acknowledgments 
of paft fervices. 

1254. In a weak government, an ill-digefted infurrec- 
tion raifes the power of the Prince, and adds as much 
fpirit to his friends, as it depreffes the faction againfl him ; 
and it alfo gives a handle to do fome things, iaz which it 
were not eafy, otherwife, to find either colours or inftru- 
ments. 

1255. Men arc moft efteemed when the worA/ does not 
know the utmoft of their parts and abilities ; for things 
that are underAood but by halves, are always prefumed 
greater than really they arc. 

1256. Civility is a ilrong political magick. It is a 
gentle hook, to be ufed rather for attrafting hearts, than 
drawing of profit \ or rather, indeed, for all things. Me- 
rit will not do the work, if it be not feconded by agree- 
ablenefe, on which depends all the plaufibility of adtions. 
This agreeablenels is the moll efficacious inftrumeot of fo- 
vereignty : there is a luck in it to put others into appetite ; 
yet, artifice contributes to that alfo. From thence fprings 
that unaccountable Je ne fat qui^, which gains umverfal 
favour. 

1257. As there is no man but what may draw great 
fupplies and advantages fi-om learning, fo there arc very 
few who do not find great prejudices from the notions 
they acquire by ftudies, except they ufc them as if they 
were natural to them. 

i2j8,Thc 
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1258. The eager defire men have of making their 
parts and abilities known, hinders them generally from ac- 
quiring any considerable improvements : for whilft they are 
bufy to let the v?orld fee what knowledge they have, they 
Jofe the opportunity to learn that which they want. 

1259. Anantientphilofophcr, who coulddiftinguiih things 
very well by proper names, calls Hope the dream of a man 
awake : and the French Sappho fays, that Hope feems to be 
a young giddy-headed creature, that gives credit to every 
thing that pleafes her ; whofe imagination is much ftronger 
than her judgment, and who is infinitely delighted with 
Shadows and chimeras; who takes truth for falfhood, and 
falihood for truth ; and who extra<lts, out of the moft airy 
qjpearances, a thoufand pleafures which have no being. 

1 260. Nothing can fo well inform us of other people's 
irregular appetites, as a juft refleftion upon our own. If 
we pleafe to look into our own hearts, we ihaU there find 
the feed of all thofe vicious fentiraents which we caft in 
other people's teeth. Although thefe may not fpring in- 
to aftion, we may ftil!, by attention, apprehend their life 
and motion. There is no fort of malice that felf-love 
does not offer to the wit for its ufe upon proper occa- 
fions, and few there are who have fufficient virtue to re- 
fift the temptation. 

I26r. Prudence, which conduifts all human affairs, is 
nothing more than a circumfpefl and well informed felC- 
love ; its oppofite is inconfideratenefs and blindnefs. 

1262. Men of honour often fight for a trifle, not but 
that there are fome provocations not to be born with. 

1263. It is fancy, not the reafon of things, that makes 

" Ii2 life 
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life fo aneafy as we And tt. It is not the place, nw the 
condition, but the mind alone, that can make any body 
milerable or happy } and men that are impatient under 
imaginary affliflions, change commonly for iTor&. 

1 264. It is with f<»ne good <pmUtiet^ as vrith wxjertfis -, 
thoTe that never had the ufe of them, can never have any 
notion of them. 

J 265. Ignorance creates weakneis and ^r, but Uart^ 
ing makes men bold and afliired. Nothing aflfedts or di- 
fturbs a mind that has a true apprehenfion of things, and 
knows how to diftinguifh them rightly. 

1266. Reafon efjiate^ in the fimpUdty of the notion, 
is only that of political ^ifilomj abilradted icctoi the ordi- 
nary niles and method of conjcience and reU^m ; it con- 
fults only legal utility, and never matters it, provided the 
pubtick may be the better for it, thou^ the infinunents 
and managers go to the devil. In (hort, it is moft certain 
that reafon ef Jlate is a very denllih thing under a fpe- 
cioQS name, and a cover fix all wickednefs. What are 
alliances and ruptures, but temporary expedients ? And tiie 
ordinary reafons of war and peace, are very little better dian 
banter and paradox. 

1267. Converiation fcems not only ordained to be the 
cement of focicty, but the greateft confolation to reafon- 
able creatures ; and yet has company grown fo dangerous, 
and difcourfe fo depraved, that it is become the Spring of 
many misfortunes ; and what contributed once to the ci- 
vilizing of mankind, and cultivating of their minds, has 
turned it ^t laft into a wildemefs of wild beaib, where 
all purfuc a lawlefs appetite of tearing and devouring one 

another. 
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another. The reafon of this {cems to be, that every in- 
dividual is too highly prejudiced, in bi£ own lavour, and 
thinks th^, while he himielf is under the influence of an 
unerring judgment, others are bore dpwn by a torrent of 
natural infirnjities, Attd perverfc incUoations, forgetting all 
the while, that what may appear to him at firft fight very 
ridiculous, may be owing to ^ome reafons, as folid, and 
convincing, as they are concealed. 

1268. As virtue is an Interior beauty, fo is beauty an 
exterior virtue ; yet we fee, that it may, in great mea- 
fure, be either deformed, or lofe a ^eat part of its brilli- 
ancy, by aifedtation, and an ill taile : But this does not 
appear only in the manners, but in drefs ; and, it too 
frequently happens, that when the infide is the leaft dif- 
ordered, or diftraded, the outfide is obliged to wear its li- 
very. Hence comes it, that you fee Lord Freake generally 
equipped with a rat-tail twiAed wig, a coat of an odd 
cut, and whimlically adorned, his breeches ftrapped un- 
der the knee, a heavy cane in his hand, a fevere afpeft, 
and altogether denouncing fomewhat of defiance, and ill 
nature to mankind. 

1269. An induftrious and virtuous education of chil- 
dren, is a better inheritance for them, than a great eftate. 
To what piM-pofe Is it, feid Craies, to heap up great eftates, 
and have no concern what manner of heirs you leave 
them to ? 

1270. Many bad things are done only for cu/iomi 
which, will make a good^Tz&\ct as eafy to us as an ;'// one. 

1271. Agefilaui^ being aiked, What he thought'moft 

proper 
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proper for boys to learn, anfwered. What they ought to da 

when they come to be men. 

1272. The mind ought fometimcs to be diverted, that 
it may return to thinking the better. Little reading, and 
much thinking, little /peaking, and much bearings is the 
beft way to improve in knowledge. 

1273. Virtue is neverthclefs venerable for being out of 
fafhion. 

1 274. yudges ought to be more learned than witty, 
more reverend than plaufible, and more advifed than con- 
fident: Above all things, integrity is their portion, and 
proper virtue. 

1275. Magiftrates are to obey, as well as execute laws. 
Power is not to do wrong, but to punifti the doers of 
wrong. 

1276. A lawyer and a phyfician having a difpute about 
precedency, they referred the merits of the caufe to Dioge- 
nes ; who gave fentence in favour of the lawyer, in thefe 
terms, Let the thief go before, and the executioner follow. 

1277. A damfel oi Bologna having proceeded againft a 
young gentleman, and procured a fentence of damages for 
a rape upon her perfon : After the tryal, the pretended 
raviflierprotefted his innocence fo heartily, that the judge 
thought proper to make ufe of an ingenious expedient, to 
try whether or no the accufation, and the fentence he had 
pronounced were juft and righteous. He ordered, there- 
fore, the money to be brought into court, and to be de- 
livered to the plaintiff; who received it with more joy 
than became one who had loft fomething infinitely more 
valuable : But as fhe was going off the ftage, the judge 

bid 
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bid the young man try if he could get the money from 
her : He firft ufed foir words j when that would not 
do, he endeavoured to pull the bag from her by main 
force ; but flie played her part fo well, that (lie kept her 
pofleffion in fpight of his teeth. After this fecond tryal 
was over, the judge ordered the young man the reftitu- 
tion of his money j there being no room to believe, but 
that flie who had ftrength enough to retain the money, 
might have employed the fame cfFe£lually, had £he pleaf- 
cd, in the defence of her honour. 

1 278. It is a maxim, that law and phyfick fliould only 
be made ufe of for neceflity. 

1279. Nature has been extremely fruitful of wonders 
in thefe kingdoms, that compofe the Britijh monarchy ; 
and it is a ridiculous cuilom, that gentlemen of fortune 
ihould be carried away with a dedre of feeing the curio- 
fities of other countries, before they have any tolerable 
infight into their own. Travelling fometJmes makes a 
wife man better, but always a fool worfe. 

1280. Innocence is no protection again A: tyrannical 
power, for accufing is proving, where malice and force 
are joined in the profecution. Force governs the world, 
and fuccefs confecrates the caufe. What avails it the 
Iamb to have the better caufe, if the wolf have the ftronger 
teeth ? It is to no purpofe to ftand reafoning, where the 
adverfary is both party and judge. 

1281. Archidamui being alked. Who was the mailer of 
Sparta ? The lawrs, faid he j and next them the ma- 
giftrates. 

1282. A 7Vi*}J ambaflador refiding fome timcatPtf- 
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ris, in thft reign of He^fy the fom-th, took notice that 
liis tnafter had efver an army on foot confifting c£ 400000 
men, and declared, dt the lame time, that be wonder- 
ed fo great a prince as the king of Frmct was, had fo 
fmall an army. To which that prince rq)ly'd. Where 
jaftice reigns, force is little required. 

1283. Neceflity, that great refuge andcxcufe for hu- 
man fraihy, breaks through all laws j and he is not to be 
accounted in feult, whofe crime is not the eflvft of choice, 
but force. 

1284. The man who wants mercy, makes the Uw of 
the land his gofpel, and all his cafes of confcience are de> 
termincd by his attorney. The guilt of being unfortunate, 
is newr to be defended by the beft advocate in the woild ; 
all he can do or fay, will be received with prejudice by an 
uncompaffionate creditor. 

1285. There have been many laws made by men; 
which fwerve from honefty, rcafon, and the dilates of 
nature. By the Icn) of artrn^ he is degraded from all 
honour, whe puts up an affrotit ; and by the civil law^ 
he that takes vengeance for it, incurs a capital punilhment : 
He that feeks redrefs by law for an affi-ont, is difgraccd ; 
and he that does not feck redrefs this way, is punilbed by 
the laws. 

1286. Self denial is the moft exaltad pleafure j and the 
conqueft of evil habits is the moft glorious triumph. 

1 2^7. Virtue is made for difficulties, and grows ftrongcr 
and brighter for fach tryals. 

1288. Some glorious actions are burled in oblivion, 
*hich would have made a great figure in ftory, had they 

been 
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been atchieved by perfons of great quality and dlftin^ion. 
In the iflands where a traffick of flaves is carried on, a 
villainous Moor fold his wife, who had not been delivered 
£6t above a month of twins ; and fome chriilians, no 
lefe villains than he, had the cruelty to buy her, and ihe 
was put in the hold aroongft the reft j but as it happened 
to be fine weather, the veflel did not lail above a league 
before the flaves were brought above board, and pafled in 
review before the mafler. This poor mother, touched 
with compafHon for her children, who ufed to have their 
whole nourifhment from her breafb, threw herfelf in- 
ftantly into the fea, with the natural purpofe of prcfer- 
ving their lives. The charitable crew let fly a hundred 
balls at the poor fwimming wretch ; but whether they 
did this only to frighten her into a return, or whether 
heaven ^voured ,fo laudable a venture, flie efcaped all 
wounds, and reached the- fhore, to which her juft and na- 
tural concern conduced her. Di.l ever woman, of the 
greatefl quality, merit, and virtue perform a more illuftri- 
ous and heroick exploit ? And with what encomiums 
would fome princcfs have been recorded, had fhe aftcd 
with the fame tendemcfs and refolution ! 

1289. Denis the tyrant, aiking one day Artftippuiy 
why philofophers were feen frequently making their court 
to princes, but princes never enquiring after philofophersj 
Arifiippm made anfwer, that philofophers very well un- 
derflood their own wants, bpt princes did not undcrfland 
theirs. In this manner, did he reproach mofl great men 
with the want of virtue, wifdom, and good advice, 
which they were notthemfelves apprized of, and for which 
K k reafon 
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reafon they did not look out for proper and able perfons 

to fupply thofc defcAs. 

1 290. Let the Bccidents of this world be never fo fur- 
prizing, and their variety never io great, yet do all effcds 
hang upon a rectct and proTidential chain of cauic^ 
which come up in their turn, and follow the courfe of 
their deftiny. 

1291. Incivility ie not a vice of the foul, but the efied 
of many vices j of ridiculous vanity, (rf igooiance, idle- 
nefs, ftupidity, giddinc&, contempt of others, ill na- 
ture, and jeakMify. 

1292. Happinefs oonfiAs in the moderation of our de- 
fires. Exccfiive defires hinder the ambitious, the vc^np- 
tuons, and the covetous from being ever latiiiied ; becaule 
they breed in the heart an infiitiability, which tempts 
them Hill to ieek after what they do not po&fs, and to 
reft never content with what they have. Seneca iayt, 
there is no di^rence betwixt polS^mg a thii^ and not 
defiring it. 

Sappy the man^ »f mortals hep^tfi be, 
Whoje quiet mind from vain dejirei is free : 
Whom neither i»pts deceive, nor fears torment. 
But livet at peace ^within bimfelfy content i 
Li tbeagbt or aS acojuatable to none. 
But to Ixti^elf end to the Gods alone. 
OJweetnefs of content i feraphickjoy ! 
^iat, wanting nothing, nothing can defray .' 
Where dweRs this peace, tbit freedom of the mind ? 
Where, hut infhades^ remote from human kind? 

in 
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hijhw'ry vaUSy where nymphs mtdjkefherh meet^ 
But never comes within the palace gate. 
Fartwel then cities, court s, end camps, farewel : 
Wekomtt ye groves, here let me ever 4weU, 
From careStfrpm ht^nefs, and mankind remove^ 
All but the mufes, and injpiring love. 
How/weet the morn, how gentle is the night. 
Hew calm the evening, and the noon hew Sr/ght I 
pram hence, as from a hill, I view, below. 
The crowded world that like fime wood doesjbow. 
Where federal wandrers travel day and night. 
Through feveral paths, and none are it the right, 

1293. We envy the great for tbofc very things, which 
are ti)e greateft plagues to them } I ineaa their greM 
retjmte. 

1 294. The duties lire at pre&nt fo high upon prefo'- 
OKnt> that men of honour do pot care for trading. 

1295. A king of E^land fhould cttufe his coronation 
oath to be written in golden capitals in bis clofet* as the 
ten coBHDADdoaents are in hisxlupeli the tiMavithn of 
the &-A being as necefiary for hk bappioefs in this worJd. 
as the keeping of the other for his ifettcity hereafter. 

1296. A wile prince}^d much better make z favourite 
of his miniver, than a miniver of his favourite. But 
heajis oi pleafure, are feldom bea^s q( burthen. 

1 297. Innovations are generally pemiciom in govern- 
meiit, as well as in rel^ion ; and, therefore, it is much 
better to bear whh fnoatl grievances^ than unravd the pre- 
lent conilttuciofi. 

1296. The dife^ of a kii^dom firft breaks out in the 
K k 2 mini- 
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miniftry, which, if not removed, will in&ltibly corrupt 

and dcftroy the whole body politick. 

1299. It is very dangerous to try experiments in a fbte, 
unleis in cafes of extreme neceflity ; and it is better to con- 
nive for a while at any inconveniences, than fuddenly to 
run upon a reformation. 

1300. .SfWfj fays, if a man, truly great, fells, honour 
attends him in his lowell condition ; the fame veneration 
is paid to him as to a temple that lies in ruins, for which 
the devout and confiderate entertain the feme religious re- 
fpeift, as if it were in the beft repair, and Ihone with the 
greateft fplendor and glory. 

1301. Nothing can be feen finer than the image 
of the reign of Augufius, after the death of Ceefar. 
Plain dealing is recalled to the barj difcord is banifti- 
ed the fenate ; equity and juflice return to the city, at- 
tended with ability and induftry ; the magiftrates have 
refumed their authority j the fenators their ancient ma- 
jeftyj decrees and judgments their wonted force: We 
fee the citizens reinfpired with a generous emulation of 
doing good actions ; or forced upon fuch by a happy ne* 
ceffity : Virtue is honoured, vice puniflied j the inferior 
rank have a veneration for the fuperior, without any mix- 
ture of awfe or averfion ; and the latter confider the for- 
mer without any fentiments of contempt. 

1302. Monfieur Bij/ziif writing to a friend from his 
folitude, exprefleth himfelf with a good deal of humour. 
" I do not care, fays he, to return to a country, where 
men become hunch-backed by fcraping, and cringing. I 
am fo happily fituated, that all the princes of the world 

ad 



>y Google 



APHORISMS, MAXIMS, §P<:. 253 
aft comedies for my diverfion : I pofTefs all the abundance 
of the univerfe, irom the heights of heaven, down to the 
brooks and fprtngs i and, with the greateft eafe, obtain, 
from the moderation of my defircs, what I never 
hoped fi-om the liberality of fortune. This being the true 
ftate of my cafe, would you advife me to leave thefe pof- 
feilions, which no body envies, and to negledl that pre- 
cious liberty^ for which the Hollanders have iacriiiced fo 
much blood, and contended with the Spaniards thefe fif- 
ty years ?" 

1303. Let a, prince that would beware of plots, be ra- 
ther jealous of fuch whom his favours have advanced, 
than of thofe whom his diJpUafure has difcontented : 
thefe want the means^ the others have, to execute their 
defire j and ambition to rule, is more vehement thar. ma- 
lice to revenge. 

1304. Pcrfeverance is either meritorious, or otherwife, 
according as the purpofe of It is good or bad, and the 
condu<^ difcreet or defperate. In a righteous cauie, and 
under the dircdlion of rcafon, it afliunes the name of con- 

fiancy^ and is numbered among the virtues : but when 
prefled into the fcrvice of iniquity, and goaded on by 
raihnefs and folly, it is called ohfiinacy, and can lead to 
nothing but ruin. 

1305. Whilil courtiers Ipeak for one another, all of 
them obtain what none of them defcrve. 

1306. The publick is but one body, and the prince the 
head of it ; fo that what member foever withdraws his 
fcrvice from the head, is no better than a negative traitor 
to his country and himfelf, 

1307, It 
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1307. It is with^/o/^a as whb beauty \ ibr as « iingle 
fine lineament cannot make a hancUbme &c», neither can 
ft fingle good quaUtj render a man accompUfiied ; but a 
concarrencc of many fine features and good qualittet 
makes true beauty, and true bomur, 

1308. Everyman fets 1^ a court of ibAf>«r within him* 
felf,- pronounces every thing hmaaurahle that £srves his pur* 
po&, and laughs at them that think otherwiie. 

1309. He cannot be without a g^xat deal of com|>af- 
fion, tliat is always fenfible of another's mifery. 

J 3 1 o. It is not fo very difficuh ibr men to know them- 
felves, if they did but take the pains to enqoire into them- 
lelves i but they are more folidtous to be thought what 
they Ihoald be, than really carefiil to be what they 
Should be. 

r3i r. This maxim. Lei a thing be never Ji Jecret, yet 
it wi'ii be dijiowred at «ne time or others is very uncertain, 
if not fiilfe ; for it has no other ground, than tharfe things 
that have been £>und out j and, for ought we know, there 
may be as many that newr dii, or ihall come to onr 
knowledge. 

1312. An af&£lation of po{Hilarity has often proved a 
ihare, flrong enough to tempt many men, who have o- 
therwife been of great temperance and virtue : nor, indeedj 
can there be any moK dango-ons enemies to a flate or a 
kingdom, than fuch as osmc fober to endeavour its de- 
ftruiaion. 

1313. Laws, with penaltKS, aic made ibr the govern- 
ment of the fimplc and weak, lii&e cobwebs, to cacch 

fit£G4 
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flies J but power is the law of laws, and there is no dif- 
puting with it, but upon the fword's point. 

1 3 1 5. Nothing can make a King of England abfolutc, 
but his goodnefs, and ftriil regard to the Jaws. 

1316. A frince that governs by parties, is like a philo- 
fopher that grows wife by ftarts, and broken fancies. 

1 3 1 7. When a prince has overcome the rebels, he fhould 
deliver the forfeited eftates into the hands of his peopl^ 
who have beforehand paid the purchafe, by enabling him 
to tiiumph over his eneniies. 

1 3 1 8. A prince who ha« the love and veneration of his 
people, may easily fatisfy all parties j whereas, courting 
them is endle(s. 

13 19. The times paft read ufeful ledtures to the time 
prefent ; be that would fee what Aiall be, let him confi- 
der what has been. 

1320. It is as impoffible for a government to be with- 
out faults, as for a man to be Co. 

1 3 2 1 . Favourites are juftly the envy of the people ; they 
get every thing, and generally merit nothing. 

1322. Governing by parties may keep a prince above 
water for a while, but will iink him at laft. 

1323. A ^^eady conduB is the great art of governing a 
JickU people ; whereas, chopping and changing of mea- 

fures keeps them always in a ferment, and ready to rebel. 

1324. It is a hard matter to determine whedter thole 
who ^CKhoA-ft^^e obedience did Km^yames more harm, 
dian diofe who fpake againft lus prerogative ? We may 
rail againft the King of France as much as we pleafe, but 

to 
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to give him his due, he ever rewarded ''virtue and merit, 

and puniHied •iiice better than fotne of his neighbouTB. 

1325. It is almoft impoflible for aay prince^ or magi- 
ftrale, utterly to avoid the evil report of men } for if be 
be good, he incurs the offence of wicked people j if 
he be evil^ good men will exclaim againft him. This 
danger, therefore, wife and virtuous princes have little re- 
garded, becaufe hate may be gained, as well by good^ as 
rvil doing. 

1326. The richeft endowments of the mind, are iem- 
perance^ prudence, zx\A fortitude. Prudence is an univer- 
fal virtue, which enters into the compofition of all the 
refl } and where ihe is not, fortitude Ipfes its name and 
nature. 

1327. It is a maxim of prudence, to leave things before 
they leave us. 

1328. The true way to advance another's virtue, is to 
follow it i and the bcft means to cry down another's vice, 
is to decline it. 

1329. Nothing would fortify us more againft any man- 
ner of accidents, than the poflefling our Ibuls with this 
maxim, that we can never be hurt but by ourfelves. If our - 
rcafon be what it ought, and our aiflions according to it, 
we are invulnerable, 

1330. A wife man is out of the reach of fortune, and 
all attempts upon him are no more than Xerxes's arrows ; 

. they may darken the day, but they cannot ftrike the fun. 

133 1. It is a Spanijh maxim, be -who lofetb ivealtb, lo- 
: feib much j be wbo lofetb a friend, lofetb more ; but be 

4bat lofetb bis fpirits, lofetb ail. 

A vir- 
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1332. A virtuous habit of the mind is fo ablblutely 
necel^ry to influence the whole life, and beautify every 
particular a^on ; to over-balance or repel all the gilded 
charms of avarice, pride, and felf-intereft j that a man de- 
iervedly procures the lafting epithets of good or bad^ as he 
appears either fwaycd by, or regardlefs of it. 

'333' The prerogatives of good men appear plainly in 
this, that men bear more honour to the fepulcbres of the 
virtumSy than to the boaAed palaces of the wicked. 

1334. An angry man, who fupprefles his pallion, thinks 
worfe than he fpeaks ; and an angry man that will chide, 
Ipeaks worfe than he thinks. 

1335. Anger may glance into the breail of a wife man, 
but refts only in the bofom of fools. 

1336. In all things miftakes are excuiable; but an er- 
ror that proceeds irom any good principle, leaves no room 
for refentment. 

1337. It was a good method obferved by Socrates; 
when he found in himfelf any difpolition to anger, he 
would check it by fpeaklng /cw, in oppofition to the mo- 
tions of his difpleafure. 

1338. Whofoever gains by the dead, has not much 
kindnefs for the living. 

1339. That fort of ignorance which is but a privation 
or emptinefs of knowledge^ is much lefs defpicable than 
die other kind of ignorance, which is foil of, and puffed 
up with error and impertinence, and which the world 
oftentimes mifbkes for learning and knowledge. 

i 340. Difoord is every where a troublefome companion } 

but when it is fbut up within a ^mily, and happens a- 

L 1 moDgfl. 
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Qi.ongli rcl^tign^ tjxit cannot, ^x B4ft i^ if hfUfl^ to 

1,341. Non^ i})prs.inipafjp)t!y,ii(fff.iiliij(j5is5,.«!MO:*fift 
th^t arq mpft fQD«af4.'n,tlioipg.them. 

134?, If is, dip pnlji luJpur, w, u!mjt,%MCWg;i iW4-tte 
greatefi applaufc^ that I ipigl^t Ii^t, apd. vouli^ npSt. 

i,Z43. Npflf ihoifljl be fo, inijiliicabli^ ^, Ip, rsiitfe, an 
hufnt)le. fubmiiHon, He^vhofi; vei^.b^a<^Qii&]intii^b9 
feen M^t.'). favofirable.alloniaiiceii cafiqift bf tfi9i°>il<k inor 
derati^ aiid forgjjgpg. 

13^4, TlicrE cannjt p<!,flibly, lie a,gfea^r^!£ttaKagSMWo> 
than for a man to run the hazard- o£ lopng. \^ lifc^ t{( 
fatisfy his rqvfng^ \yhfn Jlfei,^'*"!}^ ^f^cths b^e 
of ABium^ challenged Jugti^m^ h^ t^H^ nf^.fUrthcfi QtH 
tice of th^ infnlt.tjiaa fending b^ttjiSianftwr, " T-h^ if 
/t?»»y.w»s. weary, of his, life, tl^ete i^f re, qtber|\nyi o€ 
difptch beHdes fighting him ; and for his pan>> bft Ibould 
nqt trouble Umfelf. tp.b^ Ins^qceci^tion^.'' 

1345. Tperr,. is.humap^ toiiaigive, jiaimv 

134^* A more glorious, vi^oi;y, cannotibc gained over 
another man, than this> that whei^.tbe. iiyury^ began-, on. 
his,part^ th^ kandnefs Ihouldfbc^ia on ou.rSf 

1347. A wife man hath no more-aogpr 'ttiaplbc^s he 
can afptcljcr(4ithe,^. wrong, nor.avymor; revenge than 
juftiy tp prevepi a,,/fcpif/h 

1348. Our p^ffio^js.aie litie th«, feas,. agitalEd.iby>thc 
wii^ds.} and as .Qc4 iif^ . !%(.. bpunds, to . thoje^ fo fbouldi 
we to thefe.: So Jar thfyjhall^^ and rv fartber, 

1 349.', T^^r^.i^ no.tiiany< reycnge,nwrc hsioic, thu)i fiat 
idiicl^.tpriiiiqnts ejivy, by . daing good. 

1350. It 
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. t^'s'o. it was a "pretty viftbry which EucUS got of tiw 
angry brother, who, being highly difpleafed, cried but, 
Xjct me 'pe'rtfh if I "be hot revenged '! But he anfwered, 
And let me 'penjh, if I do hot make you kind, and quickly 
to forget your anger J 

1351. Cruelty is fo contrary to nature, that it is diAin- 
guiflieH by that ft^hdalous name of inhumanity. 

135-2. Hatred is fo durable and fo oBftinate, that recon- 
ciliation oh a Idcft bed Is the grcateft fign of death. ' 

1353. "^Q live ab&ve our ftation, fliewsa proud heart j 
and to live under it, difcovers a narrow foul. 

1354. Pride and ill nature will be haled, in fpite bf all 
the wealth and greatnefs Jn the world. Civility is always 
lafe, but pride creates us enemies. 

1355. If a proud man makes me keep my diftance, 
£he comfort is, he keeps his at the famfe time. 

1356. Riches ithould be admitted into our houfes, but 
riot into out hearts ; we may take them into our pofieffion, 
but not into our alfet^ions. 

1357. Kidney, like dung, does no good till it is fpfead. 
There is no real ule of riches, except it be in the diilribu- 
tion i the reft is but conceit. 

iJjS. Some are by nature fo covetous and miferable, 
that it is as much in vain to attempt to enlarge their minds, 
as to go about to plough the rocks. 

1359. Seneca obferves well, that it is the conftant fault, 
and infeparable ill quality of ambition, never to look be- 
hind it. 

1360. what tan be a more Wretched fight, than to fee 
a Karving mifcr mortify without rel^ion ? To fubmit to 

L 1 2 fuch 
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luch voluntary hardlhips to no purpole, end lofe the pre- 
fent, without providing for the future. 

1 36 1. It is a much eafier tafk to dig metal out of its 
native mine, than to get it out of the covetous man's cof* 
fer. Death only has the key of the mifer's cheft. 

1362. Pitiful I that a man fhould fo care for riches, as 
if they were his own j yet fo ufe them, as if they were 
another's; that when he might be happy in fpending 
them, will be miferable in keeping them ; and had rather, 
dying, leave wealth with his enemies, than, being alive, 
relieve his friends. 

1363. Nothing can be more vain than the courting of 
-popular applaufe ; if we consider the emptlnefs of the 
found, the precarious tenure, the little judgment of thofe 
that give it us, and the narrow compafs it is confined to. 

1364. Some people are all quality, you would think 
they were made up of nothing but title and genealogy. 
The (lamp of dignity defeces in them the very charader 
of humanity, and tranfports them to fucfa a degree of 
haughtinefs, that they reckon it below them, to ezerdfe 
either good nature or good manners. 

1365. If we would trace our defcents, fays 5««tf, we 
Jhould find all flaves to come from princes, and all prin- 
ces fi-om flaves. Wc are all of us compofed of the fame 
elements, all of us equal, if we could but recover our e- 
vidence j but when we can carry it no further, the herald 
provides us fome beroe to fupply the place of an illuftrious 
original, and there Is the rife of arms and families. 

1366. A poor ipiric is poorer than a poor purle. A 

very 
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very few pounds a year would eaie a man of the fcandal 
of avarice. 

1367. He that fwells in prolperity, will flirink in ad- 
veriity. 

1368. Where is that advantage under the fun, that any 
but a madman would be proud of? Or where is that pride 
itfelf, that any mortal in bis right wits would not find 
reafon to be afhamed of? 

1369. There is not the greateft man living, but may 
Aand in need of the meaneft, as much as the meaneil 
does of him. 

1370. The heft way to humble a proud man, is to 
take no notice of him. 

J371. The talleft trees arc moft in the power of the 
winds, and ambitious men of the blafls of fortune ; great 
marks are fooneft hit. 

1372. A perfon who Iquanders away his fortune in 
rioting and proiufenefs, is neither jufl to himfeli^ or others ; 
for, by a conduct of this kind, bis fuperflulties flow in an 
irregular channel, and thofc that are the moft unworthy, 
are the greateft fliarers of them, who do not fail to cea- 
fure him when bis fubftance is exhaufted. 

1373. If money be not thy fervant, it will be thy 
mafter. The covetous man cannot fo properly be iaid to 
pollefs wealth, as that may be faid to poflefs him. 

1374. What man in his right fenfes, that has where- 
withal to live &ee, would make himfelf a ilave for fu- 
perfluities F What does that man want that has enough P 
Or what is he the better fOT abundance^ that can never 
be ^tisfied i 

1 37 J. Tan- 
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T37J. ^(WrftfAfj, it is faid, wis iwidy to periih with 
thirft, though the water was up to his chin. Change but 
the name, and every rich mifcr is the Tantatus in the fa- 
ble. He fits gaping over his money, and dares no more 
touch it, than he dares commit fac^lege. 

1376. No kind admonition of friends, nor fear of po- 
verty, can make a prodigal become thrifty. The Greci- 
ans had a law that denied them their father's fepulchre, 
that wafted their patrimony. It is wretched to fee a houfe 
ruined by a prodigal. 

1377. The prodigal has as little charity in him as the 
mifer : His flinty foul is not to be touched with any ten- 
demefs, humanity or commiferation -, neither poverty nor 
djftrefs, innocence nor merit, can melt him : That noble 
truth in /acred wrif, of a fupcrior happinefs in giving than 
receiving, he never experienced. 

1378. When Darius offettd Alexander 10,000 talMts, 
and to dinde^a equally vi^th him, he anfwered, The earth 
cannot beat two funs, nor ^^ two kings. Parm^io, a 
friend of Alexander, hearing the great offers Darius had 
made, faid. Were I Alexander, I would accept than. So 
would I, replied Alexander^ were I Parmema. 

1-379. (^^oh/tes being aiked, why be foi^ht not t6 be 
advanced to honour and preferment, made this reply ; O 
friend, as long as I ftudy and praCtife humility, I know 
where I am j but when I (hall hunt after dignities and 
promotion, I am afraid I rtiould lofe myfetf. 

1380. Turn your carc^e the Wrong lide outM^ard /"laid 
the emperoror Aarelius) and be ptoUd, if yc>u can i and 
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tc^ioapfidy^ ^jCHT't^Wghlw c^wtfiiisB ^"hab a faeauQr^ age» 

i3;3iif. MKqcWlj^^ory aid* with. die vrarid;; andv. for 
Vith^. concerns u$,. the WQrtd-<w3&-Wt!}i>(Hv Uvos. Wtiat, 
h»m w^tfi bitproiuiQf ? Ars: nob ^l thingS' peri&ablQ &■ 
Xh4 tiine,.ofi flou^Ufaing,'prijd«; is fooo, ovnr,, axtii our Uuls. 
gFcA^n^S; ift loft in e^mit}^. 

1382. He that envieth, maketh' another man's virtuQ 
b's-wi^ssi, and another's ^ha^ineirs' his torment ; whereas; he 
tlni: najoicfithaiiitbcriprQfpacil^.ofi anodicr» is. paztaker of 
the fame. 

1J&3.. Smiy.is a. paffion.fi) fnlliof cowardice and £hame, 
l}nt;nb>bodjKrewr. hadidie confidence to own,it; 

1384. A good work is aneafy obligadon; but. not to 
fpoik iH, requires odIjt our. fikaoe^ whichcoftsus nothing. 

1385. Slanderers are like flies.; thej leap > over alia 
nun's-goodi parts, to<Iightupon his fores. 

1386. 4*here i» an- odious fpirit in many perfons, who 
ve better pleafed to .detetfl- a fault, tlian commend a virtue. 

igSy* The worthicA: people are taoA injured by ilan- 
derers i a$. wo ufually find that to be the bell fruit, which, 
tix birds have beeo pecking at. 

1388, Socrates, when infoimed of fome derogating 
fpeeches.miehad oiied.of him behind his hack, made only 
t]ttS)iaoetiQus reply. Let bim-heatme too 'when.Iamahfent. 

1389, Envy is fixed only on merit ; and, like a fore eye, 
isofiended with every thing that is bright. 

1390, Diogenes being aiked. How one fliould be re- 
venged of his enemy. ? anfwered, By being a virtuous and 
an hooeft man, 

1391. En- 
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139 1. Envious people are doubly miferable, in being 
afflit^ed with others profperity, and their own adverfity. 

1392. Philip ofMacedon iaid, He was beholden to the 
uitbenian oratOTs Jbr reproving him j for he would endea- 
vour both by words and adions to make them lyers. And 
Piato hearing it was averted by ibme perfons, that he 
was a very bad man, faid, I fliall take care to live fo, that 
nobody will believe them. 

1393. Nothing is truly infamous, but what is wicked ; 
and therefore Hume can never diibirb an innocent and 
virtuous mind. 

1394. If we well knew how little others eigoy, it 
would refcue the world from one fin, there would be no 
fuch thing as envy upon earth. 

1395. The fureftiign of a noble difpofition, is to have 
no envy in one's nature. 

1396. Our induilrious fearch and inquiries fhould 
chieBy be employed about our own affairs at Mbme ; for 
here we fhall find To many offences in our converfatJon, 
fiich variety of perturbations in our fouls, and manifeft 
failures in our duty, that it will take up fo much time to 
reform them, as not to leave us any leifure to be imper- 
tinent or ill-natured in remarking upon the feults of others. 

1397. The failings of good men are commonly more 
publifhed in the world, than their good deeds } and one 
fault of a well deferving man fliall meet with more re- 
proaches, than all his virtues praife : Such is the force , 
of ill-will and ill-nature. 

1 398. It is in the power of every man to prefcrve his 
probity i but no man living has it in his power to fay, 

that 
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that he oui ppewvK fais reputation, while there are fo 
many evil tongues in the world, ready to bkft the &iieft 
chancer J and Co many open ears, ready to receive their 
ffeportt. 

1399. It 16 fiuKiy, not the reafon c^ things that m^es 
lijfe fo uneafy to us as we find. It is not the place, nor (hs 
condki<H), but the mind alone, that can moke aof body 
happy CH* mifciaUe. 

1400. Every man has it in his own power, by die 
force of natural reafon, to mafler the temptation of 'tilling 
either into prefumption, or delpair. 

14.01. When Aftaeeagoras was told of the death <£ his 
fon, he only laid, I knew he was mortel. 60 we m aH 
cafuahiee of life ihoiild £ty, I knew my riches were un- 
certain, diat my friend was but a man. Such confidera- 
tionswoidd feon pacify lu, becaufe all owr troubles pro- 
ceed irom iheir being -unexpeSed. 

1402. None fhould defpair, becaufe God can help 
t^em ) and none &ouId piidiune, becaofe Ood con cro& 
them. 

J403. A noble ipirstmuft Bot raiy with his fortaae : 
In your wotift wSatc, ibs^ ; in ^ fae4, iear ; and ki all 
■be ciicumrfpeQ. 

1404. A van ><:anaot be foily hapf^ iiete, widuoC a. 
well ^;eDuaded hope xif iiek^ happy jicfeafier. 

1405. A ficm tmft in the affifianoe of aa almighty 
Ibetng, natBT^y pfodooes patJetuie, cfaearfalnefs, and all 
other difpofitions ai jnind, diat alleviate ^cde calamities 
which «a ace net iible to remofne. 

fMon 140&. It 
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1406. It is virtue only that repels fear and fear» only 
that makes Hfe troublefome. 

1407. There can be no peace in human life, without 
the contempt of all events. He that troubles his head 
with drawing conlequences from mere contlngeocies, ihall 
never be at reiL 

140:8. We could willingly change fortune and riches 
with many ; but there are few, who would be any of thofe 
men in every circumftance. 

1409. It were no virtue to bear calamities, if we did 
not &el them. 

14 1 o. Divine providence al wajrs places the remedy near 
the evil. There is not any duty, to which providence 
has not annexed a bkiling} nor any afflidion, for which 
virtue has not provided a remedy. 

Z4ii> A contented mind, and a good conlcicnce, will 
make a man happy in all conditions. He_knows not how 
to fear, who dares to die. 

14 1 2. When ^th, temperance, the graces, and other 
celeiUal powers, left the earth (fays one of the angients) 
hope was the only goddeis that ilaid behind. 

141 3. The expedation of future happine& is the beft 
relief of anxious thoughts, the moft perfect cure of mfr- 
lancholy, the guide of li£^ and the comfort of death. 

1414. Hopes and cares, anger and fears, divide our life : 
Would you be free from thefe anxieties ? Think every 
day will be your lafl, and then the fucceeding hours will 
be the more welcome, becaufe unexpeded. 

141 5. There is but one way of fortifying the foul a- 
gainfl all gloomy prelages, and terrors of mind ; and that 

is, 
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k, by feconng to ooHelves die friendihip and prbte^ion o£ 
that being, who difpofes of events^ and governs futurity. 

141 6. The utmoft per&^on we are capaUe of ur this 
world, is to govern our lives and adions by the rules 
which nature hath ieC us, and keeping the ordo- of our 
creation. 

1417. He is the wife 'man, who, though not (killed in 
icknce, yet knows how to govern his paflions and affec- 
tions. Our pafBons are our. infirmities. He that can 
make a faciifice of his will, is lord of himfelf. 

1418. Phyfick bath not more remedies againft the dif- 
eafes of the body, than reafon hath prefervatlves againft 
the paflioos of the mind. 

14 1 9. Excels of forrow is as fiwlUh as profiife laugh- 
ter. Loud mirth, or immoderate forrow, inequality of be- 
haviour, either in profperity or adverfity, are alike ungrac&^ 
ful in a man that is bom to die. 

1420. Nothing alleviates grief fo much as the liberty 
of complaining : Nothing makes one more fenfible of 
joy, than the delight of expreiling it. 

1 42 1. Philofophy and religion ihew themfelves in no 
one inftance fo much, as in the preferring our minds firm 
and fteddy. 

1422. To be covetous of applaufe, difcovers a flender 
merit; and iclf-conceit is the ordinary attendant of ig- 
.norance. 

1423. Every man's vanity ought to be his greateft 
ihame, and every man's ibUy ought to be his greateft 
lecret. 

Mm 2 1424. There 
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i4±4. There ar6 ii th^ufind §opt mucle ^ art, for 
one fool by mtnre. 

1415. Ik 10 ta AfFeAatuh &• \i*tnU:owc» its vriiole 
iBcec^ooxcSDfnbfr; nAmc in her wb(4ednmaneyerdnnr 
^ich a part J flie Hm fonletimes aade a fix^, bst a oax» 
comb is always of a man's own making. 

1426. The bbfervatioh that no msai is ridkulmiK for 
being what he ia, but oiriy in the afic^ation of bca^ 
^metfaiag more, 'A e^iMlly true in n^jafd to (he anil 
and the body* 

1427. SterttiH had fo little efltett of MkifB^ that 
he thought he knew nothing, certainly^, bitt that &' htem 
nothing. 

. \i^t%\ Tbevanitjr of hwtian Kftali&e a river, cnn- 
ilaAdy pt^rag aw«f J andiyctonftBiiBy.tDmsi^.aDi 

1429^ It is the infirtuity a£ poor fpirils to be tdgM 
with every appearance,' and daoskd #tili every ^thkgthit 
Sparkles : But great geniat's have but litde admiration, 
becaufe &w things appear new to tliem. 

1430. A wife mn endeavours to ihine in him&Ii; a 
fool to oiitOiiae others : Tin firft la bombled by the 
lerife (^ hia own infirmities, the laft is lifttd iqi by the 
difcovery of thofe which he obferves in others. The 
wife man confiders what hewant^ and the fool- what he 
•dkHUids in. The wife man is happy when be gains hSs 
own approbation, and the fool when he recommends hunv 
feif to the appkufi of thde about 1^. 

1431. ReAhode (^ will is a greater enmnoot fuid pei^ 
fedion, than brightneis of underflanding j and to be <B- 

vinely 
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vinefy good, nnre valuable than any odier.vnfdom and 
kaoviodgjs, 

11432. Ar^ppm fiud) That the only fi-oit he had re- 
ceived from his philofopi^, was to fpeak pUiidy to all the 
wotid, and to tell freely bis tfaooghts of things. 

1433. T« preTerve the entire liberty of one's judgment; 
ifrithcnt being prepoflefled with &Ue reafon, or pretended 
aiidiority, is a ftrength of mind whcveof &w are capable. 

1434. Fine fenfe, and ezaUed fenfe, an not half ib 
ufefiil as common ien&, 

1535. A fineere confeflioaof oar ignorance, is one of 
-tite £iiteft and fiireft teftimonies of our jadgment. 

1436. What is Ae whok creation, but one great libra- 
ty ; every Tohmie in which, and every page in thefe vo- 
lumes, are hnpreflcd widi radiant charaders of infinite 
wilUom ; and alt the perfe^ons of the univerfe are con- 
traced widi foch inimitable art in man, diat he needs no 
other book but himfelf, to ma^ him 4 complete philo- 
fopher. 

1437. There is no end of booksj our libraries are fur- 
niflied for fi^ and often^tion, rather than ufb ; the very 
indexes are not to be read over in an' age ; and in this mul- 
titude, how great a part of them are either dangerous, or 
not worth the reading. A few books well chofen, and 
well made ufe of, will be more profitable, than a 
great confufed Jikxandrian library. 

~ 1438. Lycurgus remarked. That fubtle fpeculatioos, and 
all the refinements of fcience, ferved to Jpoil the under- 
fbnding,. and corrupt the heart; for which reafon he 
made little account of them, 

J 43 9. Moft 
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J 43 9. Moft men take leaft notice of what is plain, as 
if that were of no ufe ; but puzzle their thoughts, and 
lofe themielves in thofe vaft depths and abyiles, which 
no human underAanding can fathom. 

1 440. It is a filly conceit, that men without languages 
are alfo without underHianding. It is apparent in all ages, 
that fome fuch have been even prodigies for ability ; far 
it is not to be believed, that wifdom fpeaks to her difci-r 
pies only in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. 

1 44 1. There is no neceility of being led through the 
feveral fields of knowledge ; it will be fufficient to gather 
fome of the feireft fi-uit from them all, and fo lay up a 
flore of good fenfe, found reafon, and folid virtue. 

1442. We read of a philofopher, who declared of him- 
, fclf, that the firft year he entered upon the fludy of phi- 

lofophy, he knew all things } the fecond year he knew 
fomething ; but the third year nothing : the more he ftu- 
died, the more he declined in the opinion of his own 
knowledge, and faw more of the fliortnefs of his under- 
ftanding. 

1443. The curiofity of feeing into every thing, ex- 
plaining every thing, and adjufling it to our weak ideas, is 
the moft dangerous difeafe of the human mind. 

1444. Of all parts of wifdom, the prafticc is the bcft. 
Socrates was efteemed the wifeft man of his time, becaufe 
he turned his acquired knowledge into morality, and aim- 
ed at goodnefs more than greatnefs. 

1445. One philofopher is worth a thouiand gram- 
marians. Good fenfe and reafon ought to be the umpire 
of all rules, both antient and modern. 

1446. Too 
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1446. Too fervile a fubmiffion to the books and opi- 
nions of the antients hath fpoiled many an ingenious man ; 
and plagued the world with abundance of extravagant and 
abfurd notions. 

1447. Wrangling about frivolous criticifms in words, 
tho' it is a great part of the bufinefs of a fchool, is too 
pedantic and low for a generous converfe ; while he that 
is well grown in knowledge may perhaps forget, or not fo 
much refped, the firft rudiments of letters } it being more 
gratefol to the mmd to contemplate the ftrudures of learn- 
ing, as they {land iiniflied and adorned, than to difculs 
the low materials of their foundations. 

1448. True eloquence is good fenfe, delivered in a na- 
tural and unaffcfted way, without the artificial ornaments 
of tropes and figures. Our common eloquence is ufually 
a cheat upon the underftanding ; it deceives us with ap- 
pearances, inftead of things, and makes us think we fee 
reafon, wfailft it is only tickling our fon/c. 

1449. It was an idle fiincy of fome, to run out perpe- 
tually upon fimilitudes, confounding their fubjeffc by the 
multitude of likenefies, and making it like fo many things, 
that it is like nothing at all. 

1450. The reafon of things lies in a narrow compafsj 
if the mind could at any time be fo happy as to light 
upon it. Moil of the writings and difcourfes in the world 
are but illuftration and rhetorick, which fignifies as much 
as nothing to a mind in purfuit after the philofophical 
truth of things. 

1451. Though it may be an argument of a great wit, 
to give ingenious reafons for many wonderful appearances 
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in nature j yet it is an evidence of final! judgment^ to 

be pofitlve in any thing but the knowledge of our own 

ignorance. 

1452. It paiTes for an ornament to borrow from odicr 
tongues^ where we may be better fiirniihed in our own. 

1453. Suppofe a man knows what is Greeks Latin, 
French, Spanijh^ or ItaUan &r a Ssrfe ; this makes the^ 
man no more the wifer^ than the Horfe the better. 

1454. Languages arc not to be dcfpiied, but things 
are ftill to be preferred . 

1455. The moft re^lendent-ornamei^ of man, is judg- 
ment ; here is the perfedbn of his innate reafon ; here 
is the utmoft power of reaibn joined with knowledge. 

1456. It was a £ijring of Cicero, That oratory was but 
his ornament as a commonwcal^'s man, and that philo- 
fophy and reafon were his profeffion as a man. 

1457- ^uch books as teach iafienoe and prudence, and 
ferve to eradicate erron and vices, ace the moil profitable 
writings in the worl4, and ought to be valued and iUidied. 
moEe than all others wiutlbever. 

1458. The vi\iADmoHh£ antientSftB to the goverameat 
of life, was no more than certain ^<upis, vhat to dq, 
and what wxt ; and men were much better in riiat Simpli- 
city ; for as they came to be more learned, they grow 
leis caie&J of being good : tluct plain and cfxn -oirtM is 
now tnrncd into a dark and intricate fcience, and we are 
tftu^ ito difjHite, rather than to live. 

1459. Wife men are inftruftcd by reafon ; men q£ Ids 
TOderftanding, by eKperieacc ; the moft ignoiant; by ne- 
oeffitjr $ and bcafts, bf neture. 

1460.- Our 
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1460. Our controverfies about religion have brought, at 
!aft, evea religion itfelf into controvcrfy. The fchool- 
men have fpun the thread too fine, and made chriftianlty 
look Uker a courfe of philofopby^ than a fyftem of faith, 
and fupernatural revelation : fo that the fpirit of it evapo- 
rates into niceties, and cxprcifes of the brain j and the con- 
tention is not for truth, but vidlory. 

1461. Knowledge, that is of ufe, muft be allowed to 
be the greateft and nobleft acqueA that man can gain : 
but to run on in difputations, whether privation be 
a principle j whether any thing can be made of nothing ; 
whether there be an empty fpace in the compafs of na- 
ture i or whether the world Ihall have an end, and fuch 
like, is without end, and to no end. 

i^tz. True philofophy, fays Socrates^ coniifts more in 
fidehty, conflancy, juftice, fincerity, and in the love of 
our duty, than in a great capacity. 

146.3. The primitive chriftians excelled us in goodnefs 
as much as we do them in learning } and were better with- 
out thofe advantages, than we are with them. 

1464. It was a ufual laying of M. Pafcal^ that fciences 
produced no confolation in the times of afflii^ion ; but 
the knowledge of chriftianity was a comfort, both in ad- 
verfity, and defefl of all other knowledge. 

1465. He that knows what belongs to his falvation, 
has learned what is fufHcient. 

1466. Contentment is only to be found within our- 
felves. A man that is content with a little, has enough j 
he that complains, has too much. 

1467. Were matters (o managed, that men turned their 

Nn fpe- 
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^}eciilation into pra£Uce, and took care to apply'tfaeir read- 
ing to the purpofct of bunaan lifej the adrant^e of letrn- 
ifig would be unfpeakaMe ; and we fee bow iUuihiouily 
ibch pcrfoat flune in the wtMld : fnd, therefore, nodiing 
can be iaid to the pr^udice of learning in genera}, but 
only to fuch » £dfe opinion of it, as depends upon tbis a- 
lone for the moil eljgibk and only qualification of the 
mind of niao -, and fo refts upon it, and buries it in inac- 
tivity. 

1463. SocraUs rightly &id of contentment, oppoiing 
if to tJbe dchea of fixtune and opinion, that it is the 
wealth of nature} ibr A ^vesi 9vrf thing tbat we want, 
wd roaUy neod. 

1469. Profperity bath always been ihc eanfe of &r 
greaCer c^ to men, tfaaa adverity j and it is eaiier fer- a 
imn to bear this- patie(itly> than noe to ibiget hio^lf ia 
the other. 

1470. He who thinks no man abore him but for lus 
viitae, none bdow him hot for his rice, can never be ob- 
fequious or alTuraing in a wrong place. 

147 1^ Many affliftions may be&l a good man, but no 
evil; for nmbraries wilt never incorporate. All ^ ri- 
ven in the wortd are never able to change ^ tafte and 
quality of the fca. 

147a. " The race isnot alwaysto die fwift, nor the bat* 
tie to the ftrong ; neither bread to the wile, nor riches to 
men of underflandlng, nor &voQr to men of ikill j but 
time and chance happeneth to them all." 

1473. Wealth and titles are only the gifbof fortune, 
but peace and content are die peculiar endowments of a 

wclU 
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\TCfl-dijrp<}r«d mind ; a mind that can bear afliOioh wth- . 
oat a murtnnr» and ^ wc^t of » plentiful fbrttine with- "^ ^ 
out Tun glory ; tliat can be £mdliar without meanDefs^ 
and referml without pride. 

1474. 1 find it a vary hard things ikyaMafitaigne, to un- 
dergo miafortane»! bad to be cmttint with a competent 
xasafere of ferfone, artd t6 avoid greatiic^, I thank a very 
eafy matter. 

1475. Seim boiflg aiked hy Greefm^ W1k> in the whole 
world waa happier than he f he anfwered, ^eihiij who, 
though he was poor, was a go6d man, and content with 
what he had^, and died m a good old of^. 

1476. Tbt bcfl aoed a^dions, for trial of dieir vlAoe. 
How tiUft \M eterdA the grace of caatb»tflaatr if sSA 
tfun^ iu4ceed wett P Or t^t of fbrgiveiieig, if v^ have 
no enemies ? 

1477. h good confciente is to the fiotriy what health is 
to- the body y k piiiferves a conftaot 6ife ^d fcrenily witb- 
in' utt aad aoonr tboir coubtevvailft all the cabniiities »kd' 
afHii^ons which can poilibly be&l us. 

r478i He that need* ku^^ laid Sxrata, is mofl like 
tbe-Godb> who iioed' fitfMi^ 

1479. "^hta Alexander few Diogenes fitting in thij warfti 
fun, and aikodi^hdt be Aibi^ do 6h- him? He defired 
no mcM-e, Hiaa that he would' ftuid' out of hli fdnihine, 
and not take from him what he toald not give. 

1480. A Q^iet and contented mind isthe fiipreme good, 
the utmoft felicity man is capable of in this world, and 
the maintaining. iudi> an unintemipted tnuiquillity of fpirit, 

is the very crown and glory of wifdom. ' 

Nn 2 148 1. This 
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1481. This is tbe£)undatbn of contentment in all con« 
ditions> and of patience under fufferingSj that de^, 
which b not far off, when it removes us out of this worlds 
will take us from all the fufferings of it 

1482. We fliould chafe aiHcnd endued with virtue, as 
a thing in itfelf lovely and delirabie ; which coniifts in 
a fwcet and obliging temper of mind, and a lively readi- 
nefs in doing good offices. 

1483. It was ever my opinion, fiiys ISorace, that a 
chearfiil good-natured friend is fo great a blefiing, that it 
admits of no comparifon but Itfelf. 

1484. Gcfro- ufed to iay. That it vns no lefs an evil 
for a man to be without a friend, than to have the hea- 
vens widiout a fun. And Socratet thought frieudihip the 
fweetefl poflefQon, and that no piece of ground yielded 
more or pleafanter fruit, Uian a true friend. 

1485. True friends are the whole world to one another ; 
and he that is a friend to himfelf, is alfo a friend to man- 
kind. There is no reli(h in the pofleflion of any thing 
without a partner. 

i486. It is no flattery to give a friend a due charader, 
for commendation is as much the du^ of a friend, as re- 
prehenfion. 

1487. It is a ftrange thing to behold what gro& 
errors, and extreme abfurdities, many (efpecially of the 
greater fort) do commit, for want of a friend to tell them 
of them, to the great damage both of their £une and 
fortune. 

1488. Worthy minds deny themfelves many advantages. 
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to ladsfy a generous benevolence, which they bear to their 
iriends in dUlrefs. 

1489. The kindnefs of a friend lie deep ; and whether 
prefent, or abfent, as occafion ferres, he is folicitoos a- 
bout our concerns. 

1490. A fricndihip with a generous ftranger is com- 
monly more fteddy than with the neareft relation. 

1491. The greater a man is, the more need he hath 
ofafiiend; and the more difficulty there is in finding and 
knowing him. 

1492. A ibr^rordacis to oblige is a great grace upon a 
kindneis, and doubles the intrinfick worth : in thele cafes, 
that which is done with pleafure, is always received fo, 

1493. Friendlhip improves happinefs, and abates mise- 
ry, by the doubling of our joy, and dividing of our griefl 

1494. There is little fiiendfhip in the world, and leaft 
of all between equals, which was wont to be magnified : 
that which is, is between fuperior and infivior, whole 
fortunes may comprehend one the other. 

1495. Many begin fiiendfiiips, and cancel them on 
fl^ht occafions > and great enml^ often fucceeds to a ten- 
der aflfe^on. 

1496. If yoa have not the indulgence to pardon your 
fiiends, nor they the fame to pardon you, your firiendihip 
will lafl no longer than it can ferve both your interefts. 

1497. " Late ere I love, fiiid jiuguftus^ as long ere 
I leave." 

1498. The befl; fiiendfiiip, is to prnent a requefl, 
and never put a man to the confiifion of afldng. To ajk^ 
is a word that lies heavily on the tongue, and cannot well 

be 
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be uttered but with a deje^ed countenance. We fiioul^ 
therefiffc, ftrive to meet Our friend in his wilhe^ if we. 
cannot prevent bim. 

1499. A man may have a thoufiud intimate aoqoain-' 
tance, and not a friend among them aU. If 700 faaTe one 
friend, chink yolvielf bap^. 

1500. It is a certain principle, that friendflup canwtt 
loi^ iiibfift bitwoM) laaay pcrfoes. 

1501. A p«at advaatage of Mcodilup is the opporto- 
nity of receiving good advice j it is dangeroot rdying al- 
vays upon our own opinion. MiferaUe is his cafe, whoj 
vrhea lu needS} hath doba to adnonkh hi«a. 

X50A. Being ibsaetinus aiiindcr. hfrightrnn frirndfliip 
The great caoie of the frequent c||aarEcl& bstwaen nlati- 
00s, is their being lb much together. 

1503. Whoever would veelain his friend,. a:;d bring 
him to a true and perfeifl uadeidanding; of himfel^ majr 
privately adiQonilb> but muft loew puUicldy repE^Mud 
him. An open adownitioo is an open difgr-ace. 

^$9^^. A mAa' without complailance ought to have a 
groat deal of ovrit in the room, of it^ 

1505. Friendihip has a noble e/Feift upon aU accidents 
aod coi>d^^P06 : It; ridievas our caresj rai&s our hopes, 
and abates ouf iear& A friend, who rcktns; his fuoce&, 
talkj himielf into a new pleafurc \ and, by opening his 
misfoctunes, leaves pait of them.behind himt 

1506. All men have their frailties j whoever looksfor 
a friend without imperfa^tons, will never find what ho 
feoks i we love ourfeivcs with all our &ults, and \t« 
«Vght to. lo(¥owr friend. in. like manner. 



1507. No 
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2507. No man can lay himielf under an obligation to 
do an ill thing. FertcleSf when one of his friends im- 
portuned his ferrice in an unjoft matter, excufed himfelf, 
laying, / am a friend as far as the altar. 

1 503. Friends moft be pre&rved with good deeds, and 
enemies reconciled with lair wonh. 

1509. Some cafes are fo nice, that a man cannot dp* 
pear in them himfelf, but mud leave the follicitlng whol- 
ly to his ^end. Vat the purpofe : A man cannot re- 
commend lumfelf without vanity, nor aflc many times 
without uneafineis : But a kind proxy will do justice to 
his merits, and relieve his modefty, and tStGc hisbufinciSy 
without trouble or bluflling. 

1510. One friend is not bound to bear a part in the 
follies of another, but rather to difluade him from diem $ 
and,^if he cannot prevail, to tell him plainly, as Pbocyott did 
Antipater, I cannot be both your friend and flatterer. 

151 1. Hearts may a^ee, though heads differ. 

1512. It is difficult to adt the part of a tme friend; for 
many times, by telling one of his ^tilings, we lofe his af- 
fection} and, if we are filent^ we betray our own confi- 
dence. But we cannot lofe a friend in a more honourable 
way, than in fceking by good will to preferve him. 

1513. A true friend unbofoms freely, advifcs juftty, af- 
lifts readily, adventures boldly, takes all patiendy, defends 
courageoufly, and continues a friend unchan geably. 

1514. Nothing more engages the afie£lions of men^ 
than an handfome addrefs, and graceful converfation. 

151J. When you come 'into any company, obferve 
their humours, and fuit your own carriage thereto,' by which 

iniinuaUon 
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inlinuation you will make their converfe more free and o-' 
pen. Let your difcourfe be more in queries and doubt- 
ings, than peremptory ailcrtions or difputings. 

1516. Our conver&tion fhould be fuch, that youth may 
therein find improvement, women modefty, the aged rc- 
ipei^-, and all men civility. 

15 17. Talkativencfs is ufually called a feminine vice ; 
but it is poflible to go into mafcutine company, where it 
will be as hard to wedge in a word, as at a female golliping. 

1 5 1 8. He that is peremptory in his own ftory, may meet 
with another that is peremptory in the contradidlion of it; 
and then the two Sir Po/iiives muft have a flcirmiih. 

1 5 19. He whofe honeft freedom makes it his virtue 
to fpeak what he thinks, makes it his mceJfUy to think 
what is good. 

1520. Vile and debauched exprefllons arc the fure 
marks of an abjcft and grovelling mind, and the filthy o- 
verflowings of a vicious heart. 

1 52 1 . The hatred of the vicious will do you lefs harm, 
than their converlation. 

1522. Some fay, that hurt never comes by filcnce : But 
they may as well fey, that good never comes by ipeech j 
for where it is good to fpeak, it is ill to be filent. 

1523. The art of pleafing in company, is not to explain 
things too circumAantially, but to exprefs only one part, 
and leave your hearer to make out the reft. 

1524. He that is truly polite, knows how to contradict 
with refpei^, and to pleafe without adulation \ and is e- 
qually remote from an infipid complaifance, and a low 
familiarity. 

1525. In 
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1525. In dUcourfe it is good to hear others firft } for 
lilencc hath the fame effect as authority. 

1526. Rhetorick in ferious difcourfe is like the flower 
in corn ; pleafing to thofe who come only for amufement, 
but prgudicial to him who would reap profit from it. 

1527. If you think twice before youlpeak once, you 
will fpeak twice the better for it. 

1528. We fometimes ihall meet with a frothy wit, 
who will rather lofe his beft friend, than his worft jell. 

1529. A man without fecrecy is an open letter for eve- 
ry one to read. 

1530. Some men are filent for want of matter, or aflii- 
rance ; and fome again are talkative for want of fenfe. 

1 53 1 . It is a fign of great prudence to be willing to re- 
ceive inilni^ion ; the moft intelligent perfon fometimes 
ftands in need of it. 

1532. Studied %ures, and ornaments in fpeech, arenot 
always conformable to good fenfe ; they ferve more to a* 
mufe than to inflru^l, and are oftentimes a burden to the 
fpeaker, as well as to the hearer. 

1533. A reproof has more efie^ when it comes by a 
fide wind, than if it were levelled diredily at the perfon. 

1534. Too much affcveraiion gives ground offufpicion. 
Truth and honefly have no need of loud protefrations. 

1535. The tongue is as a wild beaft, very difficult to be 
chained again, when once let loofe. 

1536. We muft fpeak well, and aft wellj brave a^ons 
are the fubftance of life, and good layings the ornament of it. 

1537. He can never fpeak well, that can never holdhis 
tongue. It is one thing to fpeak much, and another to 

Oo fpeak 
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ipcak pertineDdy. Much tongue and much judgment 
feldom go together ; for talking and thinking are two 
quite difierenc &cultics ; and there is commonly more 
depdi where there is k& noi&, 

1536. CoQvcr&tion is generaUf confitied to indifierent, 
low, or, perhaps, ricious fnt^efb ; and all that is ferious 
or good, is almoll banifhed the worid. Some are fo black 
in the mouth, as to utter nothing that is decent, fupplying 
want of wit with want of modefty, and want of repntatioa 
with want of fhame. 

1539. There is nothing more diTagreeable, than con-^ 
tinoal jeflif^ By codeavonrii^ to purcha& the reputation 
of being plcalant, a man kofes the advaoC^e of bang 
tbou^t wife. 

1540. He that can reply admly to an ai^ry man, ii 
too hard for him. 

1 54 1 . A man deluded fi'om company can have but the 
devil and htmfdf to tempt him ; but he that converfes 
much in the world, has almt^ as many fnares as he hafi 
companions. 

1542. Some, uhder a fool's cap, exercife a knave's 
wit ; making a fecmii^ fimplicity the ezcufe of their 
impudence, 

1543. A too great credulity is great fimplictey ; andt6 
believe nothing, becaufe our narrow capacities caunot 
comprehend it, is a great ilnpidity. 

1544. The life of life, is fociety; of fociety, freedom; 
of freedom, the difcreet and moderate ufe of it. 

1545. It is a £iir ftep towards happinefs and virtue, to 
delight m the conversation of good and wife men ; and 

where 
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where that cannot be had, the next point is, to keep no 
company at all. 

1546. He who treats men ingenuoufly, and converfes 
kindly with them, gains a good efteem with a very eafy 
expcnce. 

1 547. Good nature (fays a petite author) is more agree- 
able in converfation than wit, and gives a certain air to the 
countenance, which is more amiable than beauty. 

1548. Inftruftions are entertained with better effedl:, 
when they are not too perfonally addrefled. We may 
with civility glance <j/, but cannot, without nidenefs and 
ill manners, ftare upon^ the lauUa and imperft^ions of any 
man. 

1549. The greateft wifdom of ipeech, is to know 
when, and what, and where to fpeak ; the time, matter, 
manner j the next to h, is lilence. 

1 550. To ufe too many circumftances before one come 
to the matter, is wearifome ; to ufe none, is Uunt. 

1551. Some are fo flow of fpeech, and fo rery duD, that 
their h^6s may be compared to a limbeck^ which gives 
you drop by drop an extraft of the fimples in it. 

1552. Common fwearing argues in a man a perpetual 
diftrufl of his own reputati<«i ; and is an acknowledgment, 
that he thinks his bare word not to, be worthy of credit. 

1553. You will never be thought to talk too much, 
when you talk well j and always to fpeak too much, when 
you fpeak ill. 

1554. As a man fhould not conffrue that in earneft, 
which is fpoken in jcftj fo he ftiouid not fpeak that in 
jeft, which may be conftrued inearncft. 

O 2 1555. In 
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1555. In rea/<mingt the bcft way to carry the caufe-* 
and which will bring the controverfy to a fpeedy determi- 
nation, is by aiking queflions, and proceeding ftill upon 
the adveriary's conceilions. 

1 556. Wherever the fpeech is corrupted, fo is the mind, 

1557. Words are the pledges and pi^ures.of our 
thoughts, and therefore ought not to be obfcure andobfolete. 
Truth (as Euripides fays) loves plain language. 

1 558. A man may contemplate on virtue in folitude and 
retirement ; but the practical part confifts in its participa- 
tion, and the fociety it hath with others ; for whatfoever is 
good, is the better for being communicable. 

1559. Contradiiflion (hould awaken our attention and 
care, but not our paffion j we muft be of no fide or in- 
tereft but that of truth. 

1 560. A great talker will always fpcak, though no bo- 
dy minds him ; nor does he mind any body, when they 
ipeak to him. 

1561. ZenOf of all virtues, made his choice of filence : 
For by it, iaid he, I hear other men's imper&Aions, and 
conceal my own. 

1562. The too frequent &(hion of oaths and imfvecati- 
ons has no temptadou to excufe it, no man being born of 
9ifwearing cmftitution. 

1563. He that reveals a fecret, injures them to whom 
he tells it, as well as himfelf. The beil maxim, concern- 
ing lecrets, is, neither to hear, nor to divulge them. 

1564. Gentle reply to fcurrilous language is the moft fe- 
vere revenge. 

J565. No injury nukes fo deep an impreUion in one's 

memory. 
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memory, as that which is done by a cutting malicious jeft; 
for let it be never To good, yet it is always extremely bad 
when if occafions enmity. 

1566. They who have the trae taftc of convcrfationi 
enjoy themfelves in a communication of each other's ex- 
cellencies, and not in a triumph over their imperfedions. 

1567. In converfation, a man of good fcnfe will feem 
to be lefs knowing, to be more obliging ; and choofe to be 
on a level with others, rather than opprefs with the fu- 
periority of his genius. 

1568. Excefs of ceremony flicws want of breeding. 
That civility is beft, which excludes all fuperiluous formality. 

1 569. As amongft wife men, he is the wifcft that thinks 
he knows leaft ; fo, amongil fools, he is the greateft that 
thinks he knows moft. 

1570. A good underftanding, with a bad will, makes 
a very unhappy conjun<^ion. That is an unlucky wit which 
is employed to do evil. The Spanijh proverb fays. Know- 
ledge will beo>me folly, if good fenle do not take care of it. 

1 57 1. There is a time when nothing, a time when 
fomething, but no time when all things are to be fpoken. 

i572.The speech of the antientGrwMwi was ufuallyfliort, 
and very iignificant : as, when Pbi/ip, King of Macedoma^ 
fent a threatning letter, that if he entered into Laconia 
he would overthrow them ; they wrote back to him only 
this word, IP. 

1573. Let your fubjeA (lays EptSetm) be fomething 
of neccflity and ufe } fomething that may advance the 
love and pradice of virtue, reform the paflions, or in- 
ilrud the underftanding } fuch as may admioifter advice 

to 
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to men in difficulties, comfort them under afllidlioas, a£> 
iifl them in the fearch of truth, give them a reverrad 
fenfe of God, and an awful admiration of his dirine ex- 
cellencies. 

1 574. Good nature is the very air of a good mind, 
the lign of a large and generous foul, and the peculiar 
foil in which virtue profpers. 

1 575. It ia according to nature to be merciful ; for no 
man, that hath not divcAed himfelf of humanity, can be 
hard-hearted to others, without feeling a pain in himfelf. 

1 576. Emulation is a noble paffion, and it flrives to ex- 
cel by railing Itfelf, and not by depreiling another. 

1 577. There is &r more latis&^on in doing, than re- 
ceiving good. To relieve the c^prcfied, is the moft glo^ 
rious a<^ a man Is capable of j it is, in fbme meaiJire; 
doing the butinefs of God and providence, and is attend- 
ed with a heavenly pleafure, unknown but to thofe that 
are beoeiicent and liberal. 

. 1578. It is not ia tiw power of a good osan to. r^Hifii 
making another happy, whoe he ha« both ability and op- . 
portunity. 

1 579. Without good-nature and gratitude, men had as 
well live in a wildernefs, as in a fivil fodety. 

1580. Some who are reduced to the lail extremity, 
would rather perifh, than expofe their condition to any, 
fave the great and noble-minded. They cfteem fuch to b« 
wife men, gcneroiie, and confideratc of the accidents 
which commonly befell us : they think, to thofe they may 
freely unbofom themlelyes, and tell their wants without 

the 
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the hazard of a reproach, which wounds more deeply than 
a ibort denial. 

1581. It was well faid of him that called a good of- 
fice that was done harlhly, a JJcny piece of bread j it is 
neceffary for him that is hungry, to receive it j but it al- 
moin choaks him in the going down. 

1552. It is a good rule, for every one that has a com- 
petency of fortune, to ky afide a certain proportion of 
his income for pious and charitable ufes ; he will then 
always gire ealily and diearfully. 

1583. Jinaxagsrm^ who had a large eftate, gave the 
greateft part of it to his friends ; and being blamed for 
his carelefnefs, anfwered. It is enough for you to care. 
One afking him, why he had no regard for his country ? 
I have, faid he, and pointed towards heaven. When he 
returned home after travel, and faw his former poilellions, 
he faid. Had I not loft tfaefe, I Ihould have been ](^ my- 
felf. And at the time he was dying, his friends afking 
where he would be buried \ No matter, faid he, there is 
a (hort cut into die other world every where. 

1584. It is the charader of an unworthy nature, to 
write injuries in marble, and benefits in duft. 

1585. The words of Lewh the tnioelftb of France 
(hewed a great and noble mind ; who being adviied to 
punifli thofe that had wronged him before he wias King, 
anfwered. It is not becoming a King of France to avenge 
injuries done to a duke of Orleans, 

1586. He that is noble-minded, has the fame concern 
for his own fortune, that every wife man ought to have ; 
and the fame regard for his friend, that every good man 

really 
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really has : his eafy, graceful manner of obliging carries as 
many charms as the obligation itfelf : his ^vours- are not 
extorted from him by importunity, arc not the late rewards 
of long attendance and expe^tion, but flow from a fi:ee 
hand, and open heart, 

1587. We read a pret^ paHage of a certain Cardinal, 
who, by the multitude of his generous adlions, gave occa- 
iion for the world to call him, 'The patron of the poor. 
This eccUJiaftic prince had a conilant cuflom, once or 
twice a week, to give publick audience to all indigent 
people, in the bail of his palace^ and to relieve every one 
according to their various neceflities, or the motions of his 
own bounty. One day a poor widow, encouraged with 
the fame of his generofity, came into the bail of this car- 
dinaij with her only daughter, a beautiful maid, about 
fifteen years of age. When her turn came to be heard, 
among a croud of petitioners, the cardinal obferving the 
marks of an extraordinary modefly in her face and car- 
riage, as alfo in her daughter, he encouraged her to tell 
her wants freely. She, blufhiiig, and not without tears, 
thus addreflcd herfelf to him ; My Lord, I ewe for the 
rent of my boufe five crowns ; and fucb is my misfortune ^ 
tbat I have no otber "way to pay it, fave -what would break 
my heart, fmce my landlord threatens to force me to it, tbat 
is, to projiitute this my only daughter, whom I have hitherto 
with great care educated in virtue. What I beg of your 
eminence, is, That you would be pleafed to interpofe ycur 
authority, and proteB us from the violence of this cruel man, 
till by cur honeji indujiry ice can procure the money for him. 
The cardinal, moved with admiration of the women's 

virtue, 
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virtue, and innocent modefty, bid her be of good courage. 
Then he immediately wote a billet> and givmg it into the 
■widow's hands. Go, faid he, to my fieward^ and he Jball 
■deliver thee Jive crafwns to pay thy rent. The poor wo* 
man, overjoyed, and returning the cardinal a thousand 
thanks, went dire£tly to the ftewardf and gave him the 
note i which when he had read, he told her out fifty crowns. 
She, aftonilhed at the meaning of it, and fearing this was 
only the^eward's trick to try her honefty, refuled to take 
above five, faying, Ihe mentioned no more to the cardie 
naly and )[he was fiire it was fbme miflake. On the other 
iide, the fteward infifted on his mafier^s order, not daring 
to call it in quefUon : but all the arguments be could uio 
were infufficient to prevail cm her to ^e any more tlian 
five crowns. Wherefore, to «nd the controverfy, he of- 
fered to go back with her to the cardinal, and refer it 
to him. When they came befoce that munijicent prince, 
and he was fully it^funncd of the bufinefs. It is true, iaid 
he, I mijlook in writing ^fiy crowns: give me the paper, 
^md I will reSiify it. Thereupon he wrote again, faying 
thus to the woman, Bo muck candor and virtue deferve a 
recom fence. Here I have ordered you five bunded crowns^ 
what you can j^are of it, lay up as a dowry to give with 
your daughter in marriage. 

1588. Ingratitude is a crime fo fhamefiil, that thoe 
was never yet oae found, that would acknowledge himfelf 
■guilty of it. 

1 589. Cato, in TuUy, boafls (jitbis as the great comfort and 
ioy of his old age,That nothing was more plealantto him, than 

Pp the 
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the confcience of a well fpent life, and the remembrance 

of many benefits and kindoefles done to others. 

1590. He that preaches gratitude, pleads the caufe both 
of God and man } iox without it we can be neither fo- 
ciable nor religious. 

1591. Antiently the Romans worihipped Virtue andHo- 
now for Gods ; whence it was that they baHt two tem- 
ples, which were fo feated, as none could enter die 
temple of Honour, without pafling through the temple 
of Virtue. 

1592. Nobility is to be confidered only as an imagi- 
nary diftindion, unleis accompanied with the pradice of 
thofe generooff virtues by which k ought to be obtained. 
Titles of honour, conferred upon fuch as have no perfonal 
merit to deferve them> are at heft but the royal ftamp fet 
upon bafe metal. 

1593. It is mentioned in hiJlory to the honour of the 
emperor jilexander Severus, that he would in no cafe per- 
mit ^es to be fold : For, faid he, he who buyeth muft 
fell : I will not endure any merchandize of authority, 
which, if I brferate, I cannot afterwards condemn -, and 
I fhall be afhamed to puniih him who fold what I per- 
mitted him to buy. 

1 594. The prepolTefiJons of the vulgar for men in power 
and authority, arc Co blind, and they are generally fo ad- 
mired in every thing they do, that if they could bethink 
themfclves of being good, the multitude would, in a man- 
ner, idolize them. But, as Gratian obrcrves, when ex- 
cellence concurs with high birth and fortune, it pafles for 
a prodigy. • 

1595. The 



>y Google 



APHORISMS, MAXIMS, ^c. 291 

1 595. The greater a man is in power above others, the 
more he ought to excel them in virtue : wherefore Cyrus 
laid, that none ought to govnn, who ^ms not bettor than 
thofe he governed. 

1 596. Let an)^ one remove his eye from the mod mag- 
niHcent parade, or triumph, to the expanie of heaven ; 
and inftantly, what was ^mct is little, what was publick 
is private. 

1597. Nothing is mcH^ odious than the pradice of diofe 
great men, who with fine looks and promifes make one 
hope for Services they never mean to perform. Find out 
Jhmetbing wherein I can ferve you, iays a court minion ; 
and dien upon the difcovery he lays hold of it to fame o- 
ther purpofe. 

1 598. There is no nobility like to that of a great heart ; 
for it never ftoops to artifice, nor is wanting in good o^ 
fices, where they are feafonable. 

1 1599. The preforments and honours of this world are, 
generally Ipeaking, either the inheritance of folly, or the 
recompenfe of vice. 

1600. No government can flourilh, where the mor^ 
and ooanners of the people are corrupted : for, as TuUy 
obferves, take but away the awe of religion, all that fi- 
delity and juftice, fo neceilary for the keeping up of hu- 
man fociety, muft periih with it. 

1601. Who would not delire the honour that ^^i&au 
King of Sparta had ? who was fined by the Epbori for 
having itolen away all the hearts of the people to himfelf 
alone ; of whom it is faid. That he ruled his country by 
obeying it. 

P p 2 1602. Though 
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1602. Though an honouraUe title may be conveyed" 
to pofterity, yet the ennobling qualities, which are the 
foul of greatntifs> :u% a fort of incommunicable per£:dtions^ 
and cannot be transferred. Indeed,, if a man could be- 
queath his virtues by will, and fettle his fcnle and learn- 
ing upon his heirS} as certainly as he can his lands, a brave 
Anceftor would be a mighty privilege. 

1603. Title and anceftry render a good man more iU 
kiftrious, but an ill one more contemptible. Vice is in- 
&mou6, though in a prince j. and virtue honouraUe^ thoogH 
in a peafant. 

1604. The man of honour is «b intenialr tlie ferfm of 
honour an external, die one a real, the otlnr a fidtidous 
charaQer. A ptrfon of honour may be a pro&ne lifaertiae^ 
penurions, proud, may infuk his inferiors, and dcfeaud 
ins credit<HS; bat it is imp«ffiUe for a man of lumonrto 
be guilty of any of thcfe. 

1605. Honours are is this wwld under no regnlation > 
true quality is neglcded, virtue is opprefled, and vice tri- 
umphant : The laft day will redify this diforder, and 
aHign to every one a Aation fuitable to the dignity of his- 
charaiSer ; ranks will then be adjufted,. and precedency 
fet right. 

3606. There are few perfons to be fbund» but arc more 
concerned for the reputaticm of wit and fenfe,. than honei^ 
ty and virtue, 

1607. He that fcts no value upon a good repute, is a» 
carelefs of the actions that produce it. 

1608. The coin that is moil current amoi^ mankind, is 

fat- 
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fattery : The only benefit of which is, that, by hearing 
what we are not, we may be inftruitcd what we ought to be. 

1609. For people of worth it is notneceflary to fetch 
jmiifes from their predece0brs ; it is enough to fpeak of 
their own particular ^erit : It is happy to have fo much 
merit, that our birth is the kafl thing refpe^ed in us. 

j6io. Wc ihould be careful to deferve a good reputati- 
on, by doing welt > and when that care is once taken, not 
to be over anxious about the fuccefs. 

i6t I. No man ihould be confident of his own merit : 
The beft err, and the wifefl: arc deceived. 

>6i2. Praife iromthe common people is generally falfe^ 
and rather follows vain perfons than virtuous. 

1613. He that will fell his fame, will alfo fell the pub- 
lick intereA. 

1614. It is frequent with many, upon every trivial mat- 
ter, to pawn their reputation : A moil inconfiderate thing I 
For what is fo often lent, and pafleth fo many hands upon 
every occafion, eannot but k}fe much of its value. 

1615. Great and good men will rather look for their 
characfters in the writings and precepts of philofophers, 
than in the hyperboles of flatterers j for they know very 
well, that wile books are always true friends, 

r6i6. It is a maxim of Ci/o's, that a man ought to 
refpedl himfelf, i.e. refpeft his reafon, that recommends- 
an honeft boldnefs, and forbids a fervUe fear, which is 
a kind of licence and permiflion .iov others to have no re- 
gard and confidcration for us. 

. 1617. Ifwe would perpctuateour feme m reputation, we 
muildo things worth writing, or write thin^ worth reading- 

i6i8. It 
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1618. It is many times as troublefome to make good 
the pretence to a good quality, as to obtain it. 

1619. Men are not to be judged by their looks, habits, 
and appearances; but by the character of their lives and 
convcriations, and by their works. It is better that a 
man's own worksy than that another man's words, Ihould 
praifc him. 

1620. Many take leis care of their cmjeience than their 
reputation. The religious tazn fears, the man of honour 

/corns, to do an ill action. 

1621. It is a thing exceeding rare to diftinguiih virtue 
and fortune j the moft impious, if profperous, are always 
applauded ; the mc^ virtuous, if unprofperous, are fure 
to be defpifed. 

1622. It is very ftrangc, that no ellimate is made of any 
creature, except ourfelves, but by its proper qualities. He 
has a magnificent boufcy fo many tboufand pounds a year, is 
the common way of eftimating men, though thefe things 
are only about tkem, not in tbem, and make no part of 
their charader. 

1623. Honours, monuments, and all the works of va- 
nity and ambition, are demolished and deftroyed by timej 
but the reputation of wifdom is venerable to poftcrity. 

1624. Wifdom is better without an inheritance, than 
an inheritance without wifdom. 

1625. How dcfpicable is his condition, who is above 
neceility, and yet fhall refign his reafon, and his integrity^ 
to purchafe fuperfluities ! 

1626. The luxurious live to eat and drink, but the wiie 
iuid temperate eat and drink to live. 

1627. Vice 
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1627. Vice is covered by wealth, and virtue by poverty. 

1628. He that is violent in the purfuit of pleafure, will 
not Alck to turn villain for the purchafe. 

1629. Fleafures unduly taken enervate the foul, make 
fools of the wife, and cowards of the brave. A libertine 
life is not a life of liberty. 

1630. Though want is the fcom of every wealthy fool, 
an innocent poverty is yet preferable to all the guilty af- 
fluence the world can t^r. 

1631. JriftotU wondered at nothing mcwe than at this> 
That they were thought richer that had fuperfluous things, 
than they who had what were profitable and neceHary. 

1632. From the manner of men's bearing their condi- 
tion, we often pity the profperous, and admire the unfor- 
tunate. 

1633. So ftupid and bnitifh, Ko worthlefs and fcanda- 
lous, are too many feen in this degenerate age, that grandeur 
and equipage are looked upon as more indifpeniable than 
charity j and thofe creatures, which contribute meerly ta 
our pomp, or our diverfioo, are more tenderly and fum- 
ptttoufly maintained, than fuch as are in neeeflity among 
ourfelves. 

1634. Caligula made himfelf ridiculous by the foftncfe^ 
and fantafticalnels of his habit } and Augujlm was as much 
admired for the modefly and gravity of his. 

i635. What if a body might have all the {Jeafures in 
the world for the aiking ? Who would fo unman himfelf, 
as, by accepting of them, to defert his foul, and become 
8 perpetual Have to his fenfes ? 

1636. The temperate man's pleafures are dur^-ble, be- 

caufe 
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caule they are regular ; and all hb life is calm aod ierene, 
becaufe.it is innocent. 

1637. Thofe who make do othtf nfe of life than t(» 
gormandize, never employ their Leahies : their Realbning 
a idle, and their onderilanding lies fellow. Hence it is 
our great foiki in thofe days iurpofi other people only in 
glutting their appetites, and are as poOT in knowledge, as 
they are rich in eAates, 

1638. The Egyptians at their feaAs, to prevent excejles, 
fet 2.ftteIeton be£xc their gudls, with this mitto^ Remem- 
ber ye muft be ihortly fuch. 

1639. What is a mui the worfe lor the laft jrear's plain 
diet ? Or what now the better fin: the laft great feaft ? 
What is a voluptuous dinner, and the frothy vanity of 
difcourfe that commonly attends thefe pompous entertain- 
ments P What is it but a mortification to a man of fenfe 
and virtue to fpend his time among iiida people ? 

1^40. He that looks into the offices of the luxurious, 
and fees the troops of fervants fweating and hurrying up 
and down ; the mafiacre of beaAs and fowls, and every 
thing afloat in the richeft wine, cannot but wonder at fo 
horrible a profiifion for the guts of one family. 

1 64 1. The confideraticm of the dignity and excellence 
of our nature plainly infomv us, how mean and unworthy 
it is, to diflblve in luxury, fbftne^, »id effeminacy ; and 
how becoming it is, on the other hand, to lead a lift of 
frugality, temperance, and fobriety. 

1642. A good man will love hlmfelf too welt to lofe, 
and his neighbour alfo to win, an eftate by gaming. Love 
■of gaming corrupts the beA principles in the world. . 

1643. Gaming 
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1643. Gaming, like a quicldand, fw^Uows up ai maa 
in a moment. Our fblHes and vices help one another, and 
blind the bubhle, at the lame time that they make the 
Jharfer quick- fig htcd, 

2644. Among many other evils that attend gaming, are 
thefe ; lafs of timey kfi of reputation^ lofs of healthy hf$ 
nf fortune y hfs of temper y ruin of families, defrauding of 
creditors, and-, what ii often the effeSi of it, the lofs of life 

itfiif. 

1645. Rkhnefs of dreis contributes nothing to a man 
of fenfe, but rather makes his fenle enquired into. The 
more the body is fet off, the mind appears the lefs. 

1646. It is feen, to the terror of wifdom, that from a 
large eflate are fetched all virtues : a man in fuch polTef- 
fion,(hall be honeft, wife, valiant, and learned : the ilrength 
of his ability is not fi'om his wit, but from bis revenue ; 
which is a confpiracy, between ignorance and adulation, to 
confound knowledge. 

1 647. Caft an eye into the gay world, what fee we ? 
For the moft part, but a fet of querulous, emaciated, 
fluttering, ^ntaflical beings, worn out in the keen pur- 
fuit of pleafure ; creatures that know, oion, condemn, de- 
plore, yet ftill purfue their own infelicity; the decayed 
monuments of error ; the thin remains of what is called 
delight. 

1648. He only is worthy of efteem, that knows what 
is juft and honefl, and dares do it ; that is mafler of his 
own paflions, and fcorns to be a flave to another's : fuch 
an one, in the loweil poverty, is a ^ better man, and 
merits more refpeft, than thofe gay things, who owe all 

Q q their 
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their greatncfs and reputation to their rentals and re- 
venues. 

1649. Religion is fo fer from barring men any innocent 
pleafure, or comfort of human life, that it purifies the 
pleafures of it, and renders them more gratefiil and gene- 
rous i and, befides this, it brings mighty pleafures of ite 
own, thc^e of a glorious hope, a ferene mind, a calm and 
undiAurbed conTcience, which do &r outrelifh the moft 
iludied and artificial luxuries. 

1650. There needs no train of ftrvants, no pomp or e- 
guipage, to make good our paflage to heaven ; but the 
graces of an honeft mind will ferve us upon the way, and 
make us happy at our journey's end. 

1651. The utmoft of a woman's character is contained 
in domellick liie } firft, her piety towards God \ and, next, 
in the duties of a daughter, a wife, a mother, and a filter. 

1 652. A prudent woman is in the (ame dafs of honow 
as a wife man. 

1653. Nothing can atone for the want of modefty and 
•innocence; without .which, beauty is ungracefiil, and qua- 
lity conteniptible. 

1654. Agoodwife (hy^ Solomon) is a good portion, -and 
there is nothing of fo much worth as a mind well in- 
ftruaed. 

1655. Many of the misfortunes in femilies arife from 
the trifling way the women have in fpcntfing their time, 
and gratifying only their eyes and ears, inilead of their 
xeafon and underftanding. 

1656. There is nothii^ that wears out a fine 6ce like 
the vigils of the card table, and thofe cutting pafTious 

which 
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which naturally attend them. Haggard looks, and pale 
complexionsy are the natural' indications oT a fetnule 
gamefter. 

1657. The plainer the drefe, with greater luftre does 
beauty appear. Virtue is the grcateft onument, and jj,^od 
fenfe the bcft equipage. 

1658. A woman had need be pcrfeflJy provided of vir- 
tue, to repair the ruins of her beau^. 

1 659. Howfoever a lewd woman may pleafe a man for 
a time, he will hate her in the end, and fhc will ftudy 
to deftroy him. 

1660. A woman of great fpirit, and little underflanding, 
e^cpofes herfelf to derifion and reproach, and is defpifcd 
wherever fhe appears. 

1 66 1 . There are fuch perverfe creatures that Ml to feme 
men's lots, with whom it requires more than common 
proficiency in philofophy to be able to live. What charm- 
ing, companions for life are fuch women ! 

1662. Alcibiades being aftoniflied at Soeratn's patience, 
afked him. How he could endure the perpetual fcolding 
of his wife ? ff^jf, faid he, as thfe do -who are accuflomed 
to the ordinary noife of ivbeeh to draw •water. 

1663. There is an old farcaAical laying concerning the 
Italian women. That they are magpies at the door, Jyreni 
in the window, Jaints in the church, and devils in the 
houfe. 

1664. The reputation of a ^ate/man, the credit of a 
merchant^ and the modefty of a womaa^ prevail more than 
tlieir power, riches, or beauty. 

Q^q 2 1665. He . 
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1665. He who marriu a woman he could never love, 
;win, it is to be feared, love a woman he never married. 

1666. In reading romance*, women (who are moftly 
,addiaed this way) do not only learn the evil they (hould 
be ignorant 0^ but al(p the moft delicate ways of com- 
.mitting it, 

1667. As :the poets refM-efented the Graces under the 
tfigures of women> io the Furies too. Let a woman be 
decked with all the embellifliments of art, and care of 
,jiature, yet if boldnefs be to be read in her face, it blott 
all the lines of beauty. 

1 668. There fcarce was ever any fuch thing under the 
fun, as an inctmfolabk widow ; grief is no incurable diC 
^afe, but time, patience, and a lijtle philofophy, with the 
help of human frail^ and addrefs, will do the bufinels. 

1669. He who gets a good hulband for his daughter, 
hath gained a fon j and he who meets with a bad one, 
^ath loil a daughter. 

1 670. The Emperor ConraSe, when he bcfieged Guel~ 
pbo duke of Bavaria, would not accept of any other 
conditions than that the men Aiould be prifoners j but 
that the women might go out of the town, without viola- 
tion of their honour, on foot, and with fo much only as 
they could carry about them i which was no fooncr known, 
;but they contrived prefently to carry out upon their 
ihoulders their hufbands and children, and even the duke 
himfelf. The emperor was fo affc^ed with the gcnerofity 
of the action, that he treated the duke and his people, c- 
*cr after, with great humanity. 

1^71. Truth and falflioodj like the iron and ^lay in 
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NehchadneKK^'i Image, may cleave, but they will not in- 
corporate, 

1672. In all the chaiadere we read of excellent wo*, 
men, there is not a more illuftrious inftance of filial piety, 
than in the ftory of Cimonus ; who being caft into prifon, 
and there adjudged to be ftarved to death, his , daughter 
Xantippe fed him through the iron grate with the milk 
of her own brealh. 

1673. 'Tbemtftocles being aiked. How he would marry 
his daughter, whether to one of fmall fortune, but ho- 
neft, or to one that was rich, but of an ill reputation } 
made anfwer, I had rather have a man without an efbte, * 
than have an eflate without a man, 

1674. When, after having dined too well, a hufband is 
received at home without a itorm, or a reproachful look, 
the wine will naturally work out all in kindncfs j which 
a wife ibould encourage, let it be wrapped up in never fo 
much impertinence, 

1675. Tht LacedemoniAis prohibited any but common 
women to wear gay and fumptuous cloaths t this was look- 
ed upon as the mark to diHlnguifli fuch in&mous people 
by, but the ladies of reputation de0rcd to be known by 
iheir modeAy and Ibining virtues, • 

1676. Though fff/i^mcn's defcrlption of awifeandgood 
iroman may be thought too mean and mechanical for this 
re6ned generation, yet certain it is, that the bufinefs of 
a family is the mofl profitable, and the moH honourable 
ftudy they can employ thcmfclvea in. 

1677. Women fhould be acquainted, that no beauty 
iialh any charms^ but the inward one of the mind j and 

that 
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that a graccfulnefs in their manners is much more engaging 
than that of their perfons : that meeknefs and modeiljr 
are the true and lafling orpaments : for fhe that has thefe, 
is qualified as ihe ought to be, for the management of %■ 
femily, for the educating of children, for an aifedion to 
her hufband, and fubmitting to a prudent way of living. 
Thcie only are the charms that render wives amiable, and 
give them the bcft title to our refped. 

1698. There is nothing fo delightful, fays PZa/tf, as the 

hearing, or fpeaking of the truth : for this reafon, there is 

na conver&tion k> agreeable as that of the man of integrity, 

• who hears without any defign to betray, and fpeaks with^ 

out any intention to deceive. 

1679. Truth is always confiftent with itfelf, and needs 
nothing to help it out; it is always near at hand, and 
£ts upon our lips, and is ready to drop out before we aM 
aware i whereas a lye is troublefome, and fets a man's in- 
vention upon the rack, and one trick needs a great many 
more to make it good, 

1680. Plain truth muil have plain words } fhe is in- 
nocent,, and accounts it no fhame to be feen naked : where- 
as the hypocrite, or double-dealer, Shelters and hides him- 
felf Jn ambiguities and referves. 

168 1. Truth is born with us, and we muft do violence 
to nature, to fliake off our veracity. 

1682. An honeft man is believed without an oath ; for 
his reputation fwears for him. Xenocrates was a man of 
that truth and fidelity, that the jitbeniam gave him alone 
this privilege. Hat his evidence Jhould be lawful •without 
fwearing. And it is faid of Fahricius, that a man might 



>y Google 



APHORISMS, MAXIMS, ^c> 303 

as welt attempt to tarn the fun out of its courfe, as bring 
kim to do a bafe or a dithbneft aftion. 

1683. When a man hath forfeited the reputation of his 
integrity, he is fet faft ; and nothing will then ferve his 
turn, neither truth nor ialfhood. 

1684. A man who is rightly boneft^ looks not to what 
he might do, but to what he Jhould. He wears always 
the fame countenance j fpeaks the truth. His cheeks are 
never ilained with the bluflies of recantation, nor does 
his tongue falter, to make good a lye with the fecret glofles 
of double or referved meaning. 

1685. jiriJiotU lays it down for amaxim, 7hat a hrave 
man is clear in his dijcourfe^ and keeps clofe to truth. And 
Plutarch calls lying. The vice of a Jlave. ' 

1666. Sincerity is, to ipeak as we think j to do as we 
pretend and profefs ; to perform and make good what we 
promtfe } and really to be what wc would feem and ap- 
pear to be. 

1687. Did men take as much care to mend, as they 
do to conceal their filings, they would both fpare them- 
felves that trouble which diHimulation puts them to, and 
gain over and above the commendations they afpire to 
by their Teeming virtues. 

1688. Truth is fo great a perfe-ftion (Qiys Pythagorai) 
that if God would render himfelf viUble to men, he 
would choofe light for his hdy, and truth for his Jbul. 

1689. There is a fort of oeconomy in providence, that 
one fhall excel, where another Js defoftive, in order to 
make men more ufeflil -to each other, and mix thorn &i 
fociety, 

269a It 
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1690. It is obferved in the courfe of worldly things, 
That men's £)rtunes are oftener made by their tongues, 
than by their virtues; and more men's fortunes over- 
thrown thereby, than by their vices. 

1691. Some will read over, or rather over-read a book^ 
with a view only to find fault, like venomous fpiders j 
extrai^g a poifonous qif&lity, where the induftrious bees 
fip out a Tweet and profitable juice. 

1692. When a man draws himfelf into a narrow com- 
pafi, fortune has the leafl mark at him. 

1693. We do not want precepts fo much as fatternsy 
.^ys F/rny, and example is the fofteft and leaft invidious 
way of commanding. 

1694. It is a Aanding rule in philofophy, never to make ' 
die opinion of others the meafure of our behaviour. 

1695. Small tranigrefiions become great, by firequent 
repetition ; as fmall expences, multiplied infenfibly, wafle 
a large revenue. 

1696. At twenty years of age, the will reigns; at thir- 
ty, the wit i and at forty, the judgment. 

1 697. It is eafier to preferve health, than to recover it j- 
and to prevent difeafes, than to cure them. 

1698. To judge impartially, we are to put men's 
good qualities in the balance againil their bad ones \ and 
if the fcale of the firfl: outweighs, the latter ought not to 
be brought into account. 

1699. For a man to run a long race through the world, 
and to leave no token of good behind him, it were better 
if he never had been born at all. 

1700. He 
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1700. He that feoffs at the crooked, had need go very 
upright himfelf. 

1701. A certain perfon being afked, How old he was, 
anfwered. He was in health. Being afked^ How rich he 
was, he faid. He was not in debt. 

1702. He that hinders not a mi&hief whui it is in his 
power, is guilty of it. 

1703. He that has feweft feults, has conftruiStively none 
at all i becaufe it is a common cafe : but no man has more 
faults, than he that pretends to have none. 

1 704. If a man cannot find eafe within himicif, it is 
to little purpofc to ieek it any where elfe. 

1705. One monthin the fchool of aiHidion will teach 
us more wifdom, than the grave precepts of Artftotk in 
feven years. 

i 706. Gentlenefs is the beft way to make a man loved 
and refpeded in his &nily : he makes himfelf contem- 
ptible, when he talks pafllonately to bis iervants, for no 
reafon but to fhew his authority. 

3707. It goes a great way towards making a man &ith- 
ful, to let him understand that you think him fo ; and 
he that docs but fufpei^ that I will deceive him, gives 
me a kind of right to cozen him. 

1708. There is this difference between a man of fenfe 
and modefty, and a perfon of cunning and impudence : one 
ihines in his abilities, and the other debafes himfelf, and 
is a difgrace to fociety. * 

1709. Reading ierves for delight, for ornament, and 
for ability j it pcrfcib nature, and is pcrfefted by ex- 
perience. 

R r 1710. There 
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1710. There fcems, fays Seneca^ to be fo near an affi- 
nity betwixt wifdom, philofophy, and good counfcis, that 
it is ratheF matter of curiofity, than of profit, to divide 
them. 

171 1. Be not diverted from your doty by any idle refleo- 
tiwis the filly world may make upon you, for their ccn- 
fures are not in your power, and confequently ihould not 
be any part of your concern. 

1712. Pitch upon that courfe of life which is the mofli 
excellent, and cuftom will render it the mofl; delightful. 

1713. Rather avoid thofe vices you are naturally inclined 
to, than aim at thofe excellencies and perfections which 
jou were never made for. 

1714. When the idea of any pleafure ftrikes your ima- 
gination, make a juil computation between the duration 

. of the pleafure,. and that of the repentance fure to fol- 
low it. 

17 15. Think before you fpeak, and confider before yoti 
promife. Take time to deliberate and ad,vife, but lofe no 
time in executing your refolutions. 

1716. Spend the day well, and thou wilt rejoice at night. 
1617. Never expe£t anyaHiftance or confolation, in thy 

necefTities, from drinking companions. 

1718. Endeavour to make peace among thy neighbours ; 
it is a worthy and reputable action, and will bring great- 
er and jufter cooimendations to thee, and more beneHt to 
rfhofe with whom thou converfeft, than wit or learning, or 

any of thofe Co much admired accompllfliments. 

17 1 9. Purfuc not a coward too hv, left you make himt 
torn valiant to your difadvantagp. 

1720. Be 
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1720. Be not eafily exceptious, nor rudely familiar ^ 
the one will breed contention, the other contempt. 

1 72 1. Prefer folid fcnfe to wit; never ftudy to be di- 
verting, without being ufefiil j Jet no jcft intrude upon good 
manners, nor iay any thing that may offend tnodeily. 

1722. In marrii^e, prefer the perfon before wealth, 
virtue before beauty, and the mind before the body -, then 
you have a wz/f, ^ friend y and a companion. 

1723. Be flow in chufing a friend, and flower to change 
him ; courteous to all, intimate with few ; flight no man 
for his meannefs, nor cftcem any for their wealth and 
greatnefs. 

1724. At every action and enterprize, aflc yourfelf this 
queftion ; What will the confequcnce of this be to me f 
Am I not likely to repent of it f I fliall be dead in a little 
time, and then all is over with me. 

1725. Time is what we want moft, but what we ufc 
worft ; for which we mull all account, when time ihaU 
be no more. 

1726. An idle body is a kind of monfter in the creationf" 
all nature is btify about him. How wretched is it to hear 
people complain, that the day hangs heavy upon them, 
that they do not know what to do with themfelves 1 HoVr 
monilrous are.fuch expreflions, among creatures who can 
apply themfelves to the duties of religion and meditation, 
to the reading of ufeful books : who may exercife them- 
felves in the purfuits of knowledge and virtue, and every 
hour of their lives make themfelves wifer and better than 
they were, before 1 

1727. Of aU the diverflons of life, there is none fat 

R r 2 proper 
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proper to fill up its empty fpaces, as the reading of ul«iid 
and entertaining authors } and, with that, the converfatioa 
of a well chofeo fi-iend. 

1728. He that is well employed iu his lludy, though 
he may ^m to do nothing, does the greateil things yet 
of all others : he lays down precepts for the governing of 
our lives, and the moderating of our palHons, and obli- 
ges human nature, nU only in the prefent, but in all fuo 
ceeding generations. 

1729. Epamnondasy prince of Thebes^ had fuch hatred 
to idleness, that, finding one of his captains afleep in 
the day time, he flew him ; for which a£t being reproved 
by his nobles, he replied, / Uft bim as I found bim j com- 
paring idk men to dead men. 

1730. Should the greateft part of people fit down, and 
draw up a particular account of dietr dmc, what a ih^me* 
&1 bill would it be 1 So much extraordinary for eating, 
drinking, a^d fleeping, beyond what nature requires } fo 
much in revelling and vrantonnefs ; fo much for the reco- 
very of the lail night's intemperance ;,fo much in gaming> 
plays, and mafquerades j fo much in paying and receiving 
format and impertinent vifiti), in idle and fooUfii prating^ 
in cenfuring and reviling our neighbours ^ fo much in 
drefiing our bodies, and talking of fitihions j and ib much 
wafled and loft in doing nothing. 

1 73 1. It was a memorable pra6:ice of "Titus Vefpajian^ 
throughout the courfe of his whole liie : he cdled him- 
ielf to an account every night for the a^ons of the paA 
day^ and fo often as he found he had ilipt any one day 

with* 
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without doing Tome good, he entered upon his. diary this 
memorial j / have iefi a day, 

1732. The greatcft Io6 of time is delay and cxpcaa- 
tionj which depends upon the future : we let go the pre- 
fent, which we have in our power> and look forward to 
that which depends upon chance* and fo quit a certain- 
ty for an uncertainty. 

1733. There is no man but hath a foul, and if he will 
look carefiilly to that, he need not complain for want of 
bulinefs : where there are fo many corruptions to mortify, 
fo many inclinations to watch over, fo many temptations 
to refift, the graces of God to improve, and former neg- 
lc(ft of all thefe to lament ; fure there can never want fuf- 
iicient employment, forall thefe require time; and fo men 
at their deaths find i for thofe who have lived carelefiy, 
and wafted their time, would then give all the world to 
redeem it. 

1734. The filent virtues of a good man in folitude, 
are more amiable than all the noify honours of aiftive life. 

1735. Sit Francis JValfingham^ towards the end of his 
life grew very melancholy, and wrote to the Lord Bur- 
leigh to this purpofe : We have lived Icmg enough to our 
country, to our fortunes, and to our fovereign ; it is high 
time we begin to live to ourfelves, and to our God. 

1736. He who refigns the world, is in conftant pof- 
ieflion of a lerene mind ; but he who follows the plea- 
fures of it, meets with nothing but remorfe and confufion. 

1737. The man that lives retired, lives quiet. He fears 
no body, of whom no body is afraid. He that ilands be- 
low, upon the ficm ground, needs not iear filing. 

1738. A 
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■ 1738. A wife man, that lives up to the principles of 
reaibn and virtue, if one confider him in his foiitude, as 
taken in the fyftem of the univcrfe, obferving the mutual 
dependance and harmony, by which the whole frame of 
it hangs together, raiiing his thoughts with magnificent 
ideas of providence ; makes a nobler Hgure in the eye of 
an intelligent being, than the greatefl conqueror amidft all 
the pomps and folcmnities of a triumph. 

1739.' The pleafure which afie<fb a human mind with 
the moft lively and tranfporting touches, is the fenfe, that 
we aft in the eye of infinite wifdom, power, and good- 
nefs, that will crown our virtuous endeavours here, with 
* a happinefs hereafter, large as our defireS) and lafltng as 
our immortal fouls : without this the higheft ftate of li& 
is infipid, and with it the loweft is a paradife, 

1 740. I can hardly think that man to be in his right 
mind, fays Cicero^ who is deftitute of religion. 

1 74 1. An atheift is the moll vain pretender to reafoii in 
the world. The whole ftrength of athcifm confifts in con- 
tradicting the univerfal reafon of mankind : th^ have no 
principles, nor can have any j and therefore they can never 
reafon, but only confidently deny and affirm. 

1742. They lye, fays SenecOy who fey they believe there 
is no God : though they may profefs this fomewhat con- 
fidently, in the day time, when they are in company j 
yet in the night, and alone, they have doubtful thought 
about it. 

1743. Nothing is lb important to any man, as his own 
ftate and condition } nothing fo amazing as eternity : If 
therefore we find perfons indiiferent to the lofs of their 

being. 
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being, and to the danger of endlefs mifery, it is impoflible 
that this temper {hould be natural. 

1744. For men to rcfolve to be of no religion till all 
are agreed in one, is juil as wife and as rational, as if 
they Should determine not to go to dinner till all the clocks 
in town ftrike twelve together. 

1745. Cicfro hath obferved. That no kind of men are 
more afraid of God, than fuch as pretend not to believe 
his being. Thefe are the men who above all others are moft 
liable to be affected with dread and trembling, more e- 
fpecially in the time of ficknefSy and the approaches of 
death. 

1746. My lord Bacon, towards the latter end of- his 
life, faid» That a little fmattermg in philofophy would 
lead a man to atheifm, but a thorough infight into it will 
lead a man back again to a firft caufe } and that the firA 
principle of right reafon is religion : and ferioufly profeiled 
that, after all his Audies and inquifition, he durll not die 
with any other thoughts than thofe religion taught, as ib 
it profaned among the Chriftians. 

, •1747. The confent of all men, fays Seneca, is of very 
great weight with us ; a mark that a thing is true, is 
when it appears fo to all the world. Thus we conclude 
there is a divinity, becaufe all rtien believe it, there be- 
ing no nations, how corrupt foever they be, which deny it, 
1748. I never had a fight of my foul (fays the Empe- 
ror Aurelius) and yet I have a great value for it, becaufe 
it is difcoverable by its operations j and, by my conftant 
experience of the power of God, I have a proof of his^ 
being, and a reafon for my veneration. 

1749. God 
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1749. God hath wirely provided, in hit prefent admi- 
niftration of things, to give us inftances enough of his juft 
procedure towards the good and bad ; and yet Co leave us 
inftances enough of unrewarded virtuci and [»t^perous 
wickednefs, to aflure us he intends an after reckoning. 

1750. As infidelity is the greateft fin, fo for God to give 
ft man over to it, is the greateft punifliment. 

1751. It was good counfc! given to the Athenians, To 
be furc that King Phi/ip was dead, before they cxprefled 
their joy at the repOTt of it, left they might find him 
alive to revenge their hafly triumph. The like advice 
may be proper to all unbelievers ; let them be fure there 
is no God, before they prefume to defy him, left they find 
him at iaft to affcrt his being to their deftruflion. 

1752. Nothing has more horror than annihilation. The 
worft that good men can fear, is the beft that evil can 
wi^ for, which is the difiblution of the foul in death. 

1753. Virtue needs no outward pomp j her very coun- 
tenance is fo full of majefty, that the proudeft pay her rc- 
fpedt, and the profaneft arc awed by her prefence. 

1 754. ^f we believe that God is, and a£t confonantly, 
we (hall be Jafe if he be notj and eternally haffy if he 
he : whereas, if we believe that he is not, we arc furc to 
be miferable forever if he be, and arc only fafe from be- 
ing miferable for ever, if he be not. 

1755. What is this life, but a circulation of little mean 
aftions ? We lie down and rife again, drefe and undrefs, 
feed and wax hungry, work or play, and are weary, and 
then we lie down again, and the circle returns. We fpend 
the day in trifies, and, when the night comes, we throw 

our- 
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burfclves into the bed of folly, amougft dreams, and bro- 
ken thoughts, and wild imaginations. Our reafon lies 
afittp by 116, and we are for the time as errant brutes as 
thofe that fleep in the ftalls, or in the fields. Are not 
the capacities of man higher than thefe f and ought not 
bis ambition and expectation to be greater f Let us be ad- 
venturers for another world ; it is at leaft a fair and noble 
chance, and there is nothing in this worth our thoughts,- 
or our paffions. If we ihould be difappointed, we are 
ftill no worfe than the reft of our fellow mortals ; and, if 
we fucceed in our expe6ations, we are eternally happy. 

1756. Wifdom allows nothing to be good, that will 
not be fo for ever; no man to be happy, but he that 
needs no other happinefs than what he has within him- 
lelf ; no man to be great or powcr&I, diat is hot mafter 
of hinifdf. 

1757. When a man has once got a habit of virtue, 
all his at^ons are equal. 

1758. The firft ftep towards virtue, is to abflain fi«m 
• vice. No man has true found fenfe, who is immoral. 

1759. A good man is influenced by God himfelf, and 
has a kind of divinity within him. 

1760. It is a great difgrace to religion, to imagine that 
it is an enemy to mirth and chearfdlnefs, and a (cvere ex- 
a£t» of penlive looks, and folemn faces. 

1761. The true Ipirit of religion cheers as well a& 
compofes the foul. It is not the bulinefs of virtue to 
extirpate the afiTeftions of the mind, but to regulate them. 

1462. Were there but one virtuous man in the world, 
Sf he 
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be wouIJ bold up his hetd with coBAdeote ntd honota') 

be would (bame tbe world, and not tbe woikl btm. 

1763. Though it be a trutfi very little received, dttt 
virtue is its own reward ; it is farely an undenudile one, 
diat vice is its own punifbment. 

1764. If B man would bat confok this ^kfen nde, sf 
dealing as be woutd be dedt by -, thofe very pa^m which 
incline him to nerong odiecs, would jnifamft bhn to ri^ 
them. 

J765. It is iniblcnt, bs well is unnatcrd, to trample up* 
on the venerafaie decays of human mtmc He that ada 
in diis manner, docs but expofe his own future condition, 
and lai^ at himietf befbrehand. 

1766. No body giving Mtention to Dhgenes whib he 
dilcourfed of virtue, be iell a ftnging, and evefy tne crond-^ 
ing to hear him. Great Gods ! faid he, bow much more 
is folly admiicd than wifiiam 1 

1767. Virtue is a fteddy principle, and gives ftability 
to every thing etfe j though while good men Hve in a gid- 
dy and rolling world, they muH in fome tneaiure feel* 
hs uncertain motiom. 

1768. All earthly delights are fwectcr in the expe Aation, 
than in the ctijoymeM; all fpiritual pleafuree m<»% in 
fiuitton, than expe^ation. . 

1769. Tbe ./irabioHt have a faying. It is not good to 
jeft with God, death, or the- devil : for the firfl: neither 
can nor will be mocked ; the fecond oiock^ all men, one 
time or another ; and the third puts an eternal fercafm on 
thofe that are too familiar with him. 

1770. It is faid of Socrates, whether he is teaching the 

rules 



>y Google 



APHORISMS, MAXIMS, afc. 315 
rolee ef an oxa<ft morality, whether Hq 19 anlwering his 
corrupt judges, whether he is, receiving feirtence ©f death, 
or fwaWowing the poi&ih he is ftHl the feme man, j rfiat 
h to-fay^ cahn, quwt, undiftupbed, intrapi^l, an4, ih a 
woid, wife to the toft. 

1 77 1. It was faJd by one of the jintignPSy That tfottble 
piuchad before virtue, and afler vice : bnt pteai^pQ fol- 
kiwcdr virtue, and vice was IbUowcd by sepentaiKe. 

1772. A firm &idi, and tme honefty^ am not to be fbp- 
ced by ncEel&y, or corcuptedi by tvwac^, 

■ '773' '^° '^^^ '^° poblick, to itudy uiuv<r£U good, 
and to pcomote the intcieiV of the whole world, a£ ^ as 
lies, within our povrer^ iathe height of goodxie&, and makec 
that temper which we call dhim, 

1774. A Httb wrong don* to. aciot>ber, is a greatr ii^ury 
done to ouDfeltes. The ieveiefl: puntihincnt of an h^ury, 
is the confcienee of bavu^ done it } and no m^ fuf&rs 
more than he that is turned over to. the pain of reportance; 

1775. U CQ^s us mors to be m^erabto, than would 
make us perfedly happy : how cheap and ei^y ta us is the 
£n^tcQ vf virtue, and how dear do we pay for q\x vices ! 

1 776. Me that fells ijito efFOP for want of- care and dili- 
gence to find Ottt the truth, can have no pretence to par- 
don. We are as mucb^ b«und to know our duty, aa ob- 
liged to ppa^fe It. 

1777. A virtuous man may be innocently revenged of 
his enemies, t^ perfifiing in welt doing ; and a wicked 
man, by reforming his life. 

1 7.78. Jiexmdvr Stverus allowed Cbrtjiianify out of love 
Sf2 to 



>y Google 



3i6 A Collection of 

to that one precept, Do mt that to another^ which tbou 

•wouldji not have done to tbyfelf, 

1779. The fear of hell docs a great deal towards the 
keeping of us in our way to heaven, and if it were not 
for the penalty, the laws neither of God nor of man 
would be obeyed. 

1780. Were angels, if they look into the ways of men, 
to give in their catalogue of worthies, how different would 
it be from, that which any of our own fpedes would 
draw up I We are dazzled with the fplendor of titles, 
the oflentation of learning, and the noife of vi(5tories : 
they, on the contrary, fee the philofopher in the cott^, 
who poiTeHes his foul in patience and thankfulneis, un- 
der the preiTures of what little minds call poverty and 
diflrefa. The evenings walk of a wife man is more il- 
luilrious in their fight, than the march of a general at 
the head of a hundred thouiand men. A contemplation 
of God's works, a generous concern iac the good of man- ' 
kind, and ui^igned exercife of humility, oidy denoou- 
nate men great and glorious. 

2781. The firft of all virtues is innocence, the next 
is modefty. If we banifh modefly out of the world, fbe 
canies away with her half the virtue that is in it. 

1782. A peaceful confcience, honeft thoughts, virtuous 
actions, and an indifference for cafual events, are blefiings 
without end or meafure : this confnmmated ftate of feli- 
city is only a fubmilBon to the dictate of right nature ; 
the foundation of it is wil'dom and virtue* the know- 
ledge of what we ought to do, and the conformity of 
the will to that knowledge. 

1783. A 
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1783. A firm feith is the bcft divinity, a good life the 
beft philofophy, a clear con&icDce the beft law, honcfty 
the beft policy, and temperance the beft pHyfic. 

1784. Sir W, Raleigh difcourfing with fomc'iriends in 
the I'oweTy of bappinefs, urged, that it was not only A 
freedom from difeafes and pains of the body, but from 
anxiety and vexation of fptrit ; not only to enjoy the plea- 
faces of fenfe, but peace of confcience, and inward tran- 
quillity : and this happinefs, To fuitable to the immortality 
oi our fouls, and the rtemal ftate we muft live in, is only 
to be met with in religion. 

1785. What can be more fuitable to a rational crea- 
ture, than to employ reafon to contemplate that divine 
bong, which is both the author of its realbn, and nobleft 
objcS about which it can pofiibly be employed. 

1786. Religion is exalted reafbn, refined fixnn the grofler 
parts of it : it is both the foundation and crown of all 
virtues : it is morality improved, and raifed to its height, 
by .being carried nearer heaven, the only place where per- 
feAion refideth. 

X787. Every virtue gives a man a degree of frlictty in 
fome kind. Honefty gives a man a good report ; juftice, 
eftimation ; prudence, refpeft ; - courtefy and liberality, 
zSeOXon ; temperance gives health ; fortitude, a quiet 
mind, not to be moved by any adverfity. 

1788. Virtue is a bleffing which man alone poflelles, 
and no other creature has any title to but himfelf. All is 
nothing without her, and (he alone is all. The other 
blelBngs of this life are oftentimes imaginary : {he is al- 
ways real. She is the foul of the foul, the life of life, 

and 
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and ciowo of all pnfeiftioiu. if morttU cxcettoacc tw wor- 
thy of OUT (kfires, iiire tlu etepnal. ought to be the'qbjcifl 
of our aEjetbition. 

1 789. Tlwre 1b not a nKoie d^ct^al way t» »y«r< the 
true fpirit of chriftiaojty, thaa ieiioufty to nisditate on 
what wa cpuunonly call tiw fuin laft things, imii', ju^ 
mettt-f heaven;, sod btil. 

- 1790. Defliaj ba»dciEreed all men. to die; but to dfd 
well, is the pastkutor prwitege of ths virhiow and good. 

1791* Our dflcajts ape as- much the work of Baturci as 
the firft principles of our being. We die as fift as we 
tiw. Bvesy raooieRt fubtiiiaf^a froi»our duration 00 e^rth, 
as much as it adds to. it. 

1 792. He that has given God his worlhip, uid man h« 
due, is eQtertain«d with comfortable protages^ wears off 
finoochly, and expires in pleafure. 

1793. A little while is enougK to view the world in ;. 
nature treads in a circle, and has much the fame &cs 
through the whole courfe. of eternity. Live well, and 
make virtue thy guide, and then let death come Ibooer or 
kter, it matters not. 

1794. Wc need not core how ffaort our paf^e out of 
this li& is, fo it be iaSi : never any travellor com^Jaincd 
that he capae too foon to his joucoey's end. 

1795. Few take care to live well, butniaAy to line long ; 
tjiough it is in a man's power to do the former, but in no 
man's power to do the latter, 

1 796. The caft of mind which k oatural to a wife man, 
makes him look forward Into futurity, and coniider what 

wUl 
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will kie his -cofldkiaA feiiflliais of s^ hence^ sti well 'as 
wiMt it h at prefefft. 

sy^j. To Kve, is a gift ; to die, is a -debt.- Tliis life 
is only a prelude to eternity. 

1758. Men Coke More paSns for iJ^trorld, tlrth hea- 
TXti Wdiild coft dian } end whai fh&y have what they ain 
«, do w>t l.rre to ^njoy it^ tTje gfavc lies 'imfeen Ibe^ 
tween us and the objeft which we feadi after. WheW 
Dtie lives to enjoy whatever he has in tiew, tea thou&nd 
are cut off in tlte poduit of ^ 

179^. it is «fi 'CKCeilWit proof df wiiflbra, freqaeiM3y 
to meditate of the eternity of our wortWeft part, and W 
coft^der, that thi^B ctfm^ages of the eleth^ms ninft foon 
fvCffct a -diflbiulicai. fitaaty is a flower wkich foon wi* 
thQt«> liealth changes, and ftfength &t>Ates ; but innocent 
cy is imimott^, and a (^mfort troth in life and death. 

1600. How mifeintolfe is that man, that caandt look 
tfflckward, but with fhame j nor forward, without terror! 
What cofttfort w^Il his riches afibrd him in his extremity ^ 
or what will all his fenfua! pkaftiits, his vain and empty 
titles, tdbes, -drgnitiss, and ttowfts, avail him in the day 
•of his diftrefs P 

t8oi. In the grate ihere is no diftinQion of f eribn?; 
■which made S>hpnti fty, when fearching a chaf nel honfe. 
That he oohW find no dtftcrcnce betwixt die ikuH of 
King Philips and another man's. 

i8o2. The young may die ihwtly, but the aged can- 
not live long : green fruit may be plucked off, or fhaken 
\ down i but the ripe will fjll of itfelf. 

1803. A certain gentleman, upon his death-bed, laid 

tliis 
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this one command upon his wild fon. That he flioald e- 

very day of his life be an hour alone : which he conftant- 

ly oUerved, and thereby ^wing ferious, became a new 

man. 

1804. An holy delire of a reli^ous death, is not the 
humour, the fancy, the fear of fome men, but the Se- 
rious wilh of all. Many have lived wickedly, very few 
in their fenfes Med fo. 

1 805. There is nodiing in hiftoiy which is fo improving 
to die reader, as thofe accounts which we meet with of 
the deaths of eminent peribns, and of their behaviour in 
that dreadful feafon. 

1806. The ^%at philofoi^er Socrates^ on ^e day of 
hifi executbn, a little befin-e the draught of 'poi£)n was 
tmwght to him^ entertaining his friends with a difcourfe 
on the immratality of the foul, laid. Whether or no God 
will approve of my anions, I know not ; but this I am 
fure of, that I have at all times made it my endeavour to 
pleale him, and I have a good hope, that this my en- 
deavour will be accepted by him. 

1807. Philip III. King of Spain, ferioully refletfling 
upon the life he had led in the world, cried out upon his 
deathbed. Ah! how happy were I, had I fpent thofe 
twen^ three years that I have held my kingdom, in a re- 
tirement ! laying to his con&Hbr, My concern is for my 
foul, not my body. 

1808. Cardinal ^0^, one of the greateft minillers of 
ftate that ever was, poured forth his foul in thefc fad 
words, Had I been as diligent to ferve my God, as I have 

been 
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been to pleafe my King^ be "would not have forfaken me 
now in my grey hairs. 

1808. Cardinal Rtcblieu, after he had given kw to all 
' Europe many years together, confeffed to P. du Moulin, 
that, being forced upon many irregularities in his life time, 
by that which they call reajon of Jlate^ he could not tell 
how to fatisfy his confcience upon feveral accounts : and, 
being aflced one day by a friend. Why he was fo fad ? 
he anfwered, "the foul ts a ferious thing, it mujl be either 
fad here for a moment, or be fad for ever. 

. 1809. Sir yobnMafon, Privy CounfcUor to KXn^Henry 
VIII. &c. upon his death bed, delivered himfelf to thofe 
about him, to this purpofc : " I have feen five princes, and 
been privy counfellor to four, I have feen the moft re - 
markable obfervations in foreign parts, and been prefent at 
moft ftate traniadions for thirty years together, and have 
learned this, after fo many years experience. That ferioufnefs 
is the greateft wifdom, temperance the beft phyfic, and a 
good confcience the beft eftate : and were I to live again, I 
would change the court for a cloyflrr ; my privy counfellor*s 
buftles, for an hermit's retirement ; and the whole life I 
lived in the palace, for one hour's enjoyment of God in the 
chapel : all things elfe forfake me, befides my God, my 
duty, and my prayer. 

1810. Sir Thomas Smith, fecretary of ftate to Q. E~ 
lizabeth, a quarter of a year before he died, fent to his 
friends, the bifliops oi Wincbejler and fVorceJier, intreat- 
ing them to draw him, out of the word of God, the 
plaineft and exafteft way of making his peace with him ; 
adding, that it was great pity men knew not to what end 
T t they 
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